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To    the    READER. 

THE  Expence  of  maintaining  the 
Poor,  fmce  the  firft  Eftablifhment 
of  Poor  Rates,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  having  gradually  increafed,  to 
the  Amount  of  at  leaft  Two  Millions  a 
Year ;  exclufive  of  all  the  Public  and  Pri- 
vate Charities,  which  are  immenie ;  and 
being  yet  advancing,  in  a  very  rapid  and 
alarming  Degree,  calls  aloud  for  fome 
fpeedy  and  effectual  Interpofition  and  Re- 
lief; efpecially  when  we  fee  the  Poor, 
after  all  thefe  Expence?,  diftreiFed,  beg- 
ging, and  ftarving,  in  moft  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom. 

To  inveftigate  the  Caufes,  and  point 
out  the  Remedy  for  this  Evil,  is  the  ar- 
duous Talk  I  have  undertaken. 

Idlenefs,  Profligacy,  and  a  Relaxation 
of  the  Laws,  are  undoubtedly  the  Caufes. 
Labour  and  Induftry,  under  a  vigorous 
and  fpirited  Execution  of  the  Laws,  with 
feme  few  Amendments,  muft  be  the  Re- 
medy. 

My  great  Objects  are  to  promote  In- 
duftry, by  compelling  every  poor  Perfon 
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to  labour  who  is  able  to  work;  tti  take 
proper  Care  of  thofe  who  are  not  fo,  to 
reform  the  difFolute,  and  refradtory,  by 
Punifhments  well  adapted  to  their  Of- 
fences ;  and,  by  a  feaibnable  and  prudent 
Oeconomy,  to  guard  againft  every  Im- 
pofition  and  unneceflary  Expence:  It  is 
therefore  extremely  material  to  confider 
which  is  the  beft  Mode  to  effect  thefe 
great  and  defirable  Purpofes. 

This  heavy  Burden,  which  the  People 
have  been  fo  long  opprefied  with,  has 
produced  many  Efforts  tc  be  relieved 
from  it;  the  laft  Attempt  of  that  Sort 
was  about  fixteen  Years  ago,  by  a  Bill 
which  I  brought  into  Parliament  upon  a 
very  extenlive  Plan ;  to  form  every 
County  into  a  convenient  Number  of 
Diftricis,  and  to  eftabliih  a  Houfe  of  In- 
duftry  in  each,  for  the  Reception  and 
Employment  of  the  Poor  (in  the  Manner 
then  lately  eftablimed  by  Parliament  with- 
in feveral  incorporated  Diftri&s). 

That  Bill,  after  full  Consideration, 
pafled  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  very 
little  Oppofition  ;  but  was  afterwards  re- 
jected by  the  Lords. 

Since  that  Time,  many  Proceedings 
have  been  taken  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, with  a  View  to  the  future  Confi- 
deration  of  that  Subject,  and  Returns 
have  been  procured  from  the  feveral 
Houfes  of  Induftry,  and  Workhoufes,  and 
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alfo  from  the  Hcufes  of  Correction,  in 
different  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

From  thefe,  and  the  beft  Information 
which  can  be  collected,  it  appears,  that 
the  Houies  of  Induftry  have  fucceeded 
very  well,  in  Places  where  they  have 
been  duly  attended  by  Gentlemen  refpect- 
able  in  their  Neighbourhood ;  but  in 
others,  where  the  Inipecicrshave  not  been 
fo  ftrict,  Impoiitions  have  crept  in,  and 
rendered  them  lefs  beneficial. 

Finding  thefe  Houies  attended  with  a 
confiderable  Expence  in  their  Buildings 
and  Furniture,  and  the  Succels  of  them, 
in  fome  Degree,  precarious,  from  the  Cir- 
cumftances  I  have  mentioned ;  and  kr. 
ing  the  Difficulties  of  procuring  Money 
for  great  Works,  in  the  prefent  Situation 
of  Public  Affairs  (even  if  that  Plan  of 
large  Houfes  thculd  have  appeared  moft 
eligible),  I  have  turned  my  Thoughts  to 
another,  upon  a  more  Oeconomical  Scale 
in  Point  of  Expence,  but  equally  great 
in  the  Extent  of  its  Objects. 

To  make  this  Plan  more  practicable, 
and  to  facilitate  the  Progrefs  and  Execu- 
tion of  it,  I  have  divided  it  under  three 
Heads,  and  prepared  a  Bill  for  each, 
though  in  many  refpects  they  are  much 
connected. 

The  Firft  is,  "  For  the  better  Relief  and 
"  Employment  of  the  Poor." 
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The  Second,  "  To  amend,  and  render 
"  more  efFe&ual,  the  Laws  in  being  re- 
"  lative  to  Houfes  of  Correction." 

The  Third,  "  To  amend  and  make 
u  more  effectual  the  Laws  in  being  rela- 
"  tive  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and  other 
"  idle  and  diforderly  Perfons." 

Thefe  are  made  as  concife  as  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Bufmefs  will  admit,  and  have 
been  much  improved  by  the  Obfervations 
and  Affiftance  of  many  refpectable  Mem- 
bers, who  have  attended  the  Committees 
and  Meetings  upon  them  ;  and  from  ma- 
ny Hints  and  Obfervations  which  I  have 
been  favoured  with  from  other  Gentle- 
men. 

Thefe  Bills  are  chiefly  adapted  to  Pa- 
rimes  and  Places  in  the  Country.  Thofe 
within  the  Metropolis,  and  Bills  of  Mor- 
tality, may  require  feparate  Acts,  or 
fome  Claufes  in  the  others  more  pecu- 
liarly fitted  to  their  Situation,  and  the 
local  Circumftances  attending  them  ;  but, 
in  moft  of  the  large  Parifhes,  they  have 
feparate  Acts  of  Parliament  for  their  Rule 
and  Direction,  which  renders  thefe  ei- 
ther totally  unneceflary,  or  in  a  lefs  De- 
gree ufeful. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  fome  of  the 
Provifions  in  thefe  Bills  will  furnifh  Mat- 
ter for  a  good  Law  of  Police  within  thefe 
great  Cities,  which  is  much  wanted  j  and 
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if  h  could  accompany  thefe  other  Im- 
provements in  our  Police,  it  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  the  Public. 

To  make  thefe  Bills  more  intelligible, 
I  will  ftate  the  general  Objects,  Scope, 
Defign,  and  Practicability  of  each  ;  and 
point  out  the  means  of  curing  fuch  of 
their  Defects  as  appear  to  me. 

It  is  intended,  by  the  Notes,  to  fhew 
the  Alterations  in  the  old  Law,  and  the 
new  Premiums  which  are  made. 

I  ft,  With  refpect  to  the  BUI  for  the  letter 
Relief  and  Employment  of  the  Poor. 

The  firft  and  great  Object  is,  to  have 
them  properly  employed.  There  are  but 
few  Workhoufes  in  many  Parts  of  the 
Country  ;  and  thole,  for  want  of  proper 
Governors,  fuitable  Employment,  and 
good  Order,  frequently  become  odious  to 
the  poor  People  ;  and,  inftead  of  reducing, 
in  fome  Places  increafe  the  Poor's  Rates. 

Many  Country  Parifhes  being  too 
fmall  to  bear  the  Expence  of  a  proper 
Governor  for  the  Care  of  fuch  a  Houfe 
(without  which  no  good  Effect  can  arife 
from  it),  the  Legiflature  thought  fit,  by 
a  Claule  in  an  Act  pafled  in  the  9  Geo.  I. 
c.  7.  to  authorife  Two  or  more  Parifhes  to 
unite  for  that  Purpofe ;  but  the  Object  of  that 
Claufe  w^s  for  the  Parifhes  to  contract  with 
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fome  Perfon  to  keep  and  employ  the  Poor, 
and  take  the  Profits  of  their  Labour. 
That  Power  having  been  grofsly  abufed 
in  fome  Places,  and  occafioned  many 
Complaints,  is  now  very  rarely  exer- 
cifed,  and  therefore  intended  to  be  re- 
pealed ;  but  the  Idea  of  uniting  Pariihes, 
for  the  Sake  of  providing  Workhoufes, 
and  eafmg  the  Expence  to  individual 
Places,  has  been  adopted,  in  many  Parts 
of  this  Kingdom,  by  Agreements  formed 
between  a  Number  of  adjacent  Parimes, 
to  provide  for  the  Maintenance  and  Em- 
ployment of  their  Poor  at  a  common 
Expence,  'without  farming  them  out. 

Thefe  AfTociations  ftand  upon  their 
particular  Agreements,  without  any  legal 
Foundation,  and  frequently  without  any 
proper  Rules  and  Regulations  to  eftablifh 
and  enforce  good  Order  and  Government 
amongft  them. 

Workhoufes  are  generally  inhabited  by 
all  Sorts  of  Perfons  ;  Old,  Young,  Sickly, 
Difeafed,  and  alfo  the  DiiTolute  and  Pro- 
fligate, and  many  of  them  without  Em- 
ployment. Hence  arife  Confufion,  Dif- 
order,  and  Diftrefles,  not  eafily  to  be 
defcribed. 

I  have  long  thought  it  a  great  Defect 
in  the  Management  of  the  common 
Workhoufes,  that  all  Defcriptions  of  poor 
Perfoas  ikould  he  fent  thither,;  where, 
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for  the  moft  Part,  they  are  very  ill  ac- 
commodated. The  Clamorous  and  Dif- 
orderly  ahvavs  make  Confufion ;  they 
difturb  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the  Old 
and  Infirm,  and  generally  procure  and 
confume  the  beft  Proviiions  :  Therefore, 
in  this  Bill,  a  Method  is  introduced  of 
clailmg  the  Poor,  by  bringing  into  the 
Poor-houles  none  but  the  Aged,  Infirm, 
and  Impotent,  who  are  not  able  to  main- 
tain themfelves  by  their  Labour,  but  are 
to  be  employed  in  doing  as  much  Work 
as  they  can. 

Thofe  who  are  completely  able,  and 
willing  to  labour,  are  to  be  hired  out, 
wh«re  Work  can  be  procured  for  them. 

The.  Idle  and  DilTolute  are  to  be  kept 
to  hard  Labour  in  the  Houfes  of  Cor- 
rection ;  and  the  Infant  Poor,  in  their 
tender  Years,  are  to  be  placed  out  with 
proper  Peribns,  and  under  a  good  In- 
fpection,  till  they  are  of  fufficient  Age  to 
be  placed  as  Servants  or  Apprentices. 
Under  this  Arrangement,  the  Buildings 
need  not  be  large,  or  expenfive  ;  and  the 
Poor  will  be  better  accommodated  at  much 
lefs  Expence. 

Thefe  are  the  general  Provifions  of  this 
Bill,  which  do  not  prevent  any  Plans  for 
larger  Buildings,  and  more  extenfivc 
Diftricts,  if  they  fhould  hereafter  be  found 
eligible;  but  provide  immediate  Relief 
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for  thofe  Parimes  which  ftand  in  Need 
of  it.  This  Bill  eftablimes  an  Inftitution, 
in  a  Manner  very  eafy  and  practicable, 
and  at  a  moderate  Expence  ;  prefcribing 
Rules,  Orders,  and  Directions  for  the 
Government  of  it. 

It  provides  for  hiring  Houfes  for  the 
Purpofe,  where  they  can  be  procured,  for 
three  Years  certain  only.  In  fome  Places 
the  prefent  Workhoufes  may  ferve  for 
their  own  and  fome  adjacent  Parifhes, 
which  may  contribute  to  the  Rent  of 
them  j  in  others,  old  Manfions,  or  large 
and  ufelefs  Buildings,  may  be  hired  at 
fmall  Rents,  and  fitted  up  for  the  Pur- 
pofe ;  and  in  others,  feveral  Houfes  and 
Buildings,  (landing  near  each  other,  may 
be  hired  and  fitted  up  in  like  Manner. 

The  Bill  leaves  a  Latitude  for  fuch  of 
the  firft  Clafs  as  mall  be  thought  proper 
to  remain  in  their  own  Habitations  (if 
they  have  any),  or  to  be  placed  with  any 
Friend  or  Relation,  at  weekly  Allowances, 
adapted  to  their  Circumftances  and  Situa- 
tion; it  being  underftood,  in  all  thefe 
Cafes,  that  the  Perfons  who  keep  them 
mail  have  the  Benefit  of  fuch  Labour  as 
they  are  able  to  perform  ;  and  the  weekly 
Pay  to  be  fixed  accordingly. 

I  think  Endeavours  mould  be  ufed  to 
give  proper  Relief  to  thofe  who  are  inno- 
cent in  their  Conduct,  and  moderate  in 
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their  Requefts,  without  fending  them  to 
the  Poor-houfe  ;  but  the  greateit  Caution 
muft  be  ufed  by  the  Vifitors,  &c.  in 
fettling  and  fuperintending  thofe  Out- 
poor,  otherwife  they  will  open  a  Door 
to  much  Fraud  and  Impofition. 

As  much  depends  upon  the  good  Dif- 
pofition  and  Ability  of  the  Overfeers  for 
the  Execution  of  the  Provifions  of  this 
Bill,  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Perfons 
generally  appointed  to  that  Office,  are  fo 
unequal  to  the  Truft.  Great  Part  of  the 
Diftrefles  of  the  Poor,  and  of  the  Profu- 
fion  of  Expence,  ariies  from  this  Caufe. 
Some  of  thefe  Pariih  Officers  are  too  apt 
to  gratify  themfelves  and  their  Favourites, 
and  to  neglect  the  more  deferring  Ob- 
jeds,  in  the  Application  of  the  Parifh 
Money. 

By  what  Means  this  Grievance  can 
be  moft  properly  cured,  is  a  Matter  of 
great  Importance,  and  deferves  very  fe- 
rious  Confideration.  It  is  a  Misfortune 
that,  in  fome  Parifhes,  there  are  no  fit 
Perfons  to  be  found  for  the  Purpofe  ;  and 
it  will  be  difagreeable  to  bring  Strangers 
into  that  Office.  The  Expedient  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Bill,  is,  that  the  Perfons 
contributing  to  the  Poor's  Rates,  may, 
at  a  Veftry  Meeting,  if  they  think  fit, 
nominate  a  Perfon  to  be  Guardian  of 
the  Peer,  and  to  fupply  the  Place  of 
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the  Churchwardens  and  Overfeers  in  al! 
Refpe&s,  except  making  the  Rates, 
collecting,  and  paying  the  Money. 

With  regard  to  a  Salary,  which  fome 
Gentlemen  have  wifhed  to  be  provided,  if 
allowed,  there  may  be  too  much  Partiality 
in  the  Choice  ;  upon  which  Confidera- 
tion  it  feems  belt  to  omit  it,  at  leaft  in 
the  firft  Year ;  and  that  whoever  is  norr 
minated,  fhouid  be  compelled,  under  a 
Penalty,  to  ferve  the  Office  for  one  Year. 
If,  after  that  Experience,  he  fhall  be  found 
to  be  very  capable  and  attentive,  he  may 
be  continued,  if  it  be  thought  fit,  with  a 
Salary. 

There  are  Provifions  to  reftrain,  un^- 
der  a  Penalty,  any  Churchwarden,  Over- 
feer,  Guardian,  or  Vifitor,  from  fell- 
ing or  furnifhing  any  Materials,  Goods, 
or  Provifions,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Poor, 
in  which  he  has  any  Concern  in  Trade, 
or  Intereft  :  and  if  thefe  Parifh  Officers 
were  to  pafs  their  Accounts  four  Times 
a  Year,  on  Oath,  before  a  Juftice  of 
Peace,  the  Parimes  would  be  much  be- 
nefited by  it. 

There  are  alfo  Provifions  for  putting  the 
Infant  Children,  under  better  Care  and  Iia- 
fpection  than  they  are,  for  the  moft  Part, 
at  prefent ;  but  not  fo  ample  and  complete 
as  I  wifh  to  fee  them. 

There 
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There  are  ali'b  Provifions  for  the  fickly 
and  infirm  Poor ;  but  thofe  are  not  ib 
effectual  as  they  ought  to  be. 

Thefe  are  defects,  for  which  I  will 
fuggeft,  what  appears  to  me,  a  Remedy. 

I  think  the  Care  and  Prefervation  of 
the  Lives  of  the  young  Children,  and  of 
their  Morals,  as  loon  as  they  arrive  at  an 
Age  which  renders  them  fufceptible  of 
f  Virtue  and  Vice,  is  of  the  ut- 
moft  Importance,  and  will  contribute 
very  greatly  to  the  Re.  on  ib  much 

wanted  and  wifhed ;  to  the  Happindfs  of 
the  Individuals  ;  to  the  promoting  In- 
duftry  ;  and  to  the  future  Diminution  of 
the  Poor's  Rates. 

There  are  alfo  fome  Cafes  where  parti- 
cular Provifions  are  wanted  for  the  fick, 
infirm,  and  difeaied  Poor. 

I  wifh  to  attain  thefe  great  objects  as 
much  as  poflible,  without  loading  the  Pa- 
rimes  with  too  great  an  Expence,  as  I 
hold  Oeconomy  eflentially  neceffary  at 
all  Times,  but  more  fo  under  our  prefent 
national  Calamities,  and  the  PrefTure  of 
fo  many  heavy  Taxes. 

I  have  conceived  Hopes  of  drawing  a 
confiderable  Supply  for  thefe  Purpofes 
from  the  Charities  which  have  heretofore 
been  given  in  the  feveral  Parifhes  within 
this  Kingdom,  either  to  the  Poor  gene- 
rally, or  for  the  Support  and  Education 
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of  poor  Children ;  or  for  the  Eftablim- 
inent  of  Schools  and  Seminaries  ;  or  for 
the  building  and  eftablifhing  Hofpitals  for 
the  Sick  and  Infirm. 

Many  of  thefe  Chanties  have  been  con- 
cealed ;  fome  moft  grofsly  perverted ;  and 
others,  from  a  Variety  of  Caufes  and  Cir- 
cumftances,  are  rendered  incapable  of 
taking  eifect;  and  remain  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Occupiers-  of  the  Property,  with-; 
out  Application  or  Account. 

I  do  not  mean  to  difturb  any  Chari- 
ties capable  of  taking  effect,  or  to  per- 
vert, or  defeat,  but  rather  to  aid  the 
kind  Intention  of  the  Donors ;  but  I 
think,  if  Returns  can  be  procured  of  all 
the  charitable  Donations,  in  every  Parifh 
in  the  Kingdom,  many  diftrefled  Objects 
may  be  relieved,  and  made  happy,  who 
are  now  differing  under  the  fevereft 
Hardfhips ;  and  the  benevolent  Inten- 
tions of  the  Donors  may  be  gratified  to 
their  full  Extent. 

I  have  long  had  this  in  View,  and  pre- 
fented  a  Bill  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  the  Year  1777,  to  oblige  the  Minifter 
and  Churchwardens  of  every  Parim  to 
make  Returns,  upon  Oath,  of  all  cha- 
ritable Donations,  for  the  Benefit  of  poor 
Perfons,  within  their  refpective  Parifhes ; 
which  paffed  that  Houfe  with  general 
Approbation  ;  but,  being  late  in  the  Sef- 
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fion,  it  was  poftponed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  without  any  public  Difcuffion. 

If  an  Ad,  to  that  Effect,  could  be  ob- 
tained, it  is  apprehended  many  ufeful 
Difcoveries  would  be  made,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  Fund  railed  ;  which  might,  with 
great  Propriety,  be  applied  to  eftablim 
Hofpitals,  Schools,  and  Seminaries  in 
every  County,  in  Aid  of  the  Bill  I  am 
now  confidering,  and  the  Purpoies  I  have 
briefly  mentioned:  If  theie  were  to  be 
eftablifhed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  with  the 
moil  prudent  and  wife  Regulations  to 
prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  every  Abufe 
and  Impofition,  and  to  be  under  the  Go- 
vernment and  Infpection  of  the  principal 
Gentlemen  of  each  County,  to  be  elected 
annually,  in  a  Manner  to  be  directed  by 
the  Act ;  that  Fund  would  probably  be 
increaied  hereafter  by  other  Donations, 
from  humane  and  benevolent  Perfons, 
who  may  approve  fo  excellent  an  Infti- 
tution  ;  and  any  Deficiency  may  be  fup- 
plied  by  Contributions  from  the  Poor's 
Rates  of  fuch  Counties,  proportioned  on 
a  Medium  of  their  Amount  for  a  few  Years 
preceding. 

Such  an  Efiablimment,  if  it  could  be 
carried  to  a  proper  Extent,  with  the  other 
Provifions  contained  in  the  three  Bills, 
would  render  this  great  Plan  complete. 
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As  the  La\vs  about  Settlements,  Certi- 
ficates, and  Removal  of  Paupers,  which 
have  been  the  principal  Source  of  Liti- 
gations, are  now,  from  the  great  Atten- 
tion of  the  noble  Peer  who  ib  ably  pre- 
fides  at  the  Head  of  that  Court  which 
has  the  Cognizance  of  thofe  Matters,  and 
the  judicious  Determinations  which  have 
been  made  upon  them,  well  reconciled, 
and  reduced  to  a  great  Degree  of  Certain- 
ty. I  have  therefore  cautioufly  avoided 
introducing  any  Alterations  which  may 
be  the  Caufe  of  future  Difputes. 

There  are  fome  Provifions  in  the  Va- 
grant Bill,  to  prevent  the  Inconveniencies 
arifmg  from  the  Certificate  Laws,  which 
I  flatter  myfelf  will  have  a  happy  Effect, 
without  altering  the  Law. 

I  think  fome  Provifions  may  be  intro- 
duced into  this  Bill,  "  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Poor,"  when  it  fhall  be  un- 
der Confideration  the  next  Seflion,  for 
encouraging  the  Marriage  of  Perfons  who 
have  been  placed  out  by  the  Pari flies  as 
Servants  or  Apprentices,  and  have  behaved 
well,  by  allotting  to  them,  upon  their 
Marriage,  a  fmall  Portion  of  Land  upon 
fome  Wafte  or  Common  within  or  near 
the  Pariih  or  Place  from  whence  they 
were  put  out,  and  allowing  them  a  Sum 
of  Money  to  be  employed  in  building 
Cottages,  upon  making  an  adequate  Com- 
penfatiori  to  the  Owners  of  the  Soil,  and 
5  eftablifhing 
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eftablifhing  proper  Rules  for  the  Conduct 
of  fuch  Peribns,  and  on  their  paying  a 
fmall  annual  Rent  for  the  fame  after  a  cer- 
tain Time.  That  Money  would  probably 
be  advanced  by  voluntary  Subicriptions 
from  benevolent  Perlbns,  if  a  Plan  for 
the  Purpofe  \vas  well  formed  and  di- 
gefted.  This  will  be  a  great  Induce- 
ment to  the  good  Behaviour  of  thefe 
Peribns,  and  contribute  much  to  In- 
duftry,  and  a  Reduction  of  the  Poor's 
Rates. 

To  make  this  Bill  more  practicable  in 
the  Execution,  Forms  of  all  the  neceiTary 
Proceedings  are  added  at  the  End  of  it. 

2d.  With  refpect  to  the  id  Bill,  To  amend, 
and  render  more  effectual  the  Laws  in 
being  relative  to  Houfes  of  Correftion* 

This  Bill  is  moft  eflential  for  enforcing 
the  Provifions  in  the  other  Two. 

It  is  very  painful  to  inflict  or  enforce 
Punifhments,  and  a  rigorous  Execution 
of  the  Penal  Laws  upon  our  Fellow-Crea- 
tures ;  but  when  they  are  well  adapted, 
and  calculated  for  their  Reformation,  the 
Compaffion  we  feel  for  the  wretched  Ob- 
jects themfelves,  alleviates  that  Concern  ; 
and  induces  us  to  proceed,  with  unremit- 
ting Ardour,  to  accompiifh  the  ereat 
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Ample  Provifions  are  made  by  the  Sta- 
tutes of  the  yth  of  King  James  I.  c.  4.  and 
the  17  Geo.  II.  c.  5.  fed.  31.  for  the  pro- 
viding, enlarging,  and  furnifliing  Houfes 
of  Correction,  in  every  County,  by  the 
Order  and  under  the  Direction  of  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  at  their  General 
Quarter  Seffions* 

Thefe  Laws  have  been  attended  to  in 
foine  Counties  ;  but,  in  general,  they  have 
been  grofsly  neglected. 

In  large  and  populous  Counties,  many 
of  thefe  Houfes  will  be  found  neceflary. 

There  are  few  Counties  that  do  not 
want  fome  new  ones,  or  their  old  ones 
enlarged,  and  properly  accommodated,  for 
the  Reception  'and  Employment  of  the 
Perfons  to  be  fent  thither. 

The  Want  of  proper  Buildings  is  a  De- 
fect ;  but  the  Want  of  proper  Govern- 
ment, Order,  Difcipline,  and  Employ- 
ment, in  thofe  Houfes,  is  an  Evil  univer- 
fally  felt  throughout  the  whole  Kingdom. 

By  the  5th  of  Queen  Anne,c.  6.  Perfons 
convicted  of  Larceny  and  Theft,  are 
to  be  committed  to  the  Houfe  of  Correc- 
tion, there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour. — 
By  the  17  Geo.  II.  c.  5.  idle  and  diforder- 
ly  Perfons,  Rogues,  and  Vagabonds,  are 
to  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Correction,  to 
be  kept  to  hard  Labour.  Befides  thofe, 
there  are  upwards  of  twenty  other  A£s, 
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which  give  the  like  Directions  for  Of- 
fences of  various  Natures,  that  may 
be  feen  in  the  Index  to  the  Statutes  at 
large,  under  Title,  Hoitfes  of  Correction. 

Thefe  Houfes  of  Correction  are,  for  the 
moft  Part,  kept  by  Perlbns  who  fell  Ale, 
\Vine,  and  Spirituous  Liquors.  The  Pri- 
foners  are  kept  together,  without  Order, 
Difcipline,  Diftinction  of  Sex,  or  Crimes, 
and  for  the  moft  Part  without  Work; 
their  Friends  and  Acquaintance  have  Ac- 
cefs  to  them ;  and  the  Governor  or  Keeper 
finds  his  Account  in  fupplying  them  with 
Liquors.  The  Purpofe  for  which  they 
were  committed,  viz.  hard  Labour,  is  very 
little  regarded,  as  the  following  Inftances 
will  prove  : 

Returns  were  procured  from  the  feve- 
ral  Houfes  of  Correction,  purfuant  to  an 
Order  made  by  the  Houle  of  Commons, 
1 1  th  April  1775,  from  which  Returns  it  ap- 
pears, that  in  thirty-nine  Englifh  Counties 
(which  were  all  that  had  made  Returns) 
the  neat  Money  earned  by  the  Labour 
of  2717  Perfons,  who  had  been  commit- 
ted to  the  Houfes  of  Correction,  to  be 
employed  in  hard  Labour,  in  one  Year, 
was  only  123!.  195.  id.  In  the  prc- 
fent  Situation  of  thefc  Houfes,  if  one 
Perlbn  happens  to  be  more  vicious  than 
another,  he  foon  corrupts  the  reft,  and 
each  returns  Home,  with  a  Mind  more 
C  depraved 


depraved    than    when    he    entered    that 
Place. 

The  reforming  thefe  Houfes  of  Cor- 
rection, feems  to  be  the  Bafts,  and  Foun- 
dation, of  every  good  Regulation,  which 
can  be  made,  refpecting  the  Poor  ;  for  it 
is  in  vain  to  make  Laws,  to  govern  the 
Diflblute,  and  Dif orderly,  if  they  cannot 
be  enforced. 

Therefore  the  Provifions  in  this  Bill 
are, 

To  direct  Enquiries  to  be  made,  by  the 
Juftices  of  Peace,  into  the  State  and  Con- 
dition of  every  Houfe  of  Correction 
within  their  refpedtive  Limits. 

To  make  new  Buildings,  and  alter  and 
enlarge  the  old  ones,  in  fuch  Manner  as 
may  beft  accommodate  them  to  the  Pro- 
vifions contained  in  thefe  Bills,  and  to  the 
claffing  the  Prifoners  ;  according  to  their 
Crimes  and  Punifhments. 

To  make  feparate  Apartments  for  the 
Men  and  Women. 

To  make  convenient  Rooms  for  their 
Employment. 

To  put  the  Governor  or  Matter  under 
proper  Reftrictions,  and  abfolutely  to  pro- 
hibit his  felling  Ale  or  other  Liquors. 

And  to  fix  proper  Rules  and  Directions 

for  employing  every  Perfon  fent  thither, 

in  Work  bed  adapted  to  the  Purpofe,  and 
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for  the  Prefervation  of  Decency  and  good 
Order  amongft  them. 


3d,  With  refpectto  the  T'bird  Bill,  To 
amend  and  render  more  effectual  the  Laws 
in  being  relative  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds^ 
Beggars,  cud  other  idle  and  diforderly 
Per/ons. 

This  Bill  is  intimately  connected,  and 
will  co-operate  very  ftrongly  with  the 
other  two.  It  has  for  its  object,  the 
bringing  the  idle,  profligate,  and  aban- 
doned Poor,  to  Labour  and  Indufhy,  in 
fome  lawful  Employment  or  Occupation  ; 
by  enforcing  the  Laws  provided  for  that 
Purpofe  ;  and  fuch  Methods  are  directed 
to  be  purfued  as  tend  moft  effectually  to 
dilcover  and  apprehend  them  wherever 
they  may  be  concealed.  The  Offences 
are  in  general  the  fame  as  were  defcrib- 
ed  in  the  Statute  of  iyth  Geo.  II.  but  in 
fome  refpecls  more  particularly  explain- 
ed by  this  Bill. 

As  the  Act  of  the  lyth  Geo.  II.  has  not 
hitherto  been  ftrictly  enforced,  it  feems 
confonant  to  Reafon,  and  the  Principles 
of  Humanity,  that,  before  the  intended 
Bill  takes  place,  the  unhappy  Perfons  who 
fail  under  its  Laih,  mould  be  appriied 
of  their  Situation,  and  have  an  Opportu- 
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nity  of  returning  voluntarily  to  their  fe- 
veral    Stations   and   Duties,  before  they 
meet  the  hard  Rod  of  Correction,  which 
'is  fure,  under  thefe  new  Regulations  to 
reach  them  in  a  fhort  Time ;  and  as   it 
is    more    agreeable    to    the   Genius  and 
Spirit  of  the  Laws  of  this  Country,  to 
prevent  Evils  than  to  punifh  them,   it  is 
not  doubted  but  his  Majefty,  whole  Cle- 
mency and  Mercy  form  ib  confpicuous 
a  Part  of  his  Character  j  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  ifTue  his  royal  Proclamation  to 
pardon  the  Offence  of  Defertion^  and  fome 
other  Offences,  within  the  Provifions  of 
this  Bill,  before  it  paries   into   a  Law; 
upon  the  Offenders  mrrendering   them- 
felves,   at  Times  and    Places  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  Purpofe.     Such  an  Act 
of  Humanity  and  Benevolence  cannot  fail 
having  a  good   Effect  upon  the  Minds 
of  many  unhappy  Perfons,  who  are  wan- 
dering about  in  Obfcurity,  and  a  State  of 
Defpair,  and   probably   increafing   their 
Guilt  by  new  Offences. 

It  might  bring  many  unnatural  Fathers 
and  Hufbands  back  to  their  Families, 
whom  they  have  forfaken,  and  expofed 
to  Hardships,  rather  than  gain  them  a 
Subiiftance  by  Labour. 

It  might  alfo  bring  many  brave  Soldiers 
and  Sailors,  who  have  deferted  from  their 
Duty,  voluntarily  to  enter  again  into  his 
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Majefty's  Service,  at  a  time  extremely 
critical  and  important,  when  they  may 
render  the  moft  feafonable  and  fignal 
Services  to  their  King  and  Country. 

There  are  Provifions  in  this  Bill  for 
Places  to  depofit  Offenders  in  ;  for  fafe 
Cuftody,  till  thev  can  be  conveyed  to  a 
Magiflrate,  which  will  be  a  great  Relief 
to  the  Conftables,  prevent  many  Efcapes, 
and  fave  Expences  at  Public  Houfes, 
where  they  are  generally  kept,  with 
Guards  to  attend  them. 

There  are  alfo  Provifions  for  notifying 
the  Names,  and  Places  of  Abode  of  every 
Conftable  and  Peace  Officer,  that  Offend- 
ers may  be  more  fpeedily  apprehended. 

The  Want  of  General  Search  Warrants 
to  remain  conftantly  in  the  Hands  of  eve- 
ry Conftable,  and  of  fome  proper  Perfons 
to  fee  them  duly  executed  (Conftables  be- 
ing generally  choie  by  Houfe-row,  and 
frequently  Men  of  very  inferior  Sta- 
tions), and  the  Encouragement  which  is 
too  much  given  to  Vagrants,  at  the  Pub- 
lic-houfes  and  Lodging-houfes  where 
they  refort,  feem  to  have  afforded  the 
greateft  Encouragement  to  that  general 
Vagrancy  which  now  prevails  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom;  and  to  have  rendered 
the  Vagrant  Laws,  fo  well  calculated,  of 
little  Ule.  There  are  Claufes,  therefore, 
introduced  into  this  Bill,  to  remedv  thefe 
C  3  Evils, 
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Evils,  and  to  reftore  the  Vigour  of  the 
Laws,  by  an  effe&ual  Execution  of  them. 

Many  Frauds  have  been  pradlifed  in 
the  Mode  of  paffing  Vagrants,  and  the 
Expences  have,  on  that  Account,  been 
much  increafed  in  the  feveral  Counties 
through  which  they  are  fent ;  but  Pro- 
vifions  are  made  in  this  Bill  for  correcting 
and  preventing  thofe  Abufes. 

The  Poor,  in  many  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom, fuffer  exceedingly  for  Want  of  Em- 
ployment in  thofe  Branches  of  Trade  to 
which  they  have  been  accuftomed,  hav- 
ing no  Bufmefs  of  that  Sort  where  they 
refide  ;  and  the  Parifh  Officers  refufe  to 
give  them  Certificates  to  thofe  Places 
where  they  can  find  fuch  Work,  being 
apprehenfive  they  would,  by  granting 
them,  bring  future  Burdens  upon  their 
Parifhes ;  as,  by  the  Laws  in  being,  certi- 
ficate Perfons  are  reftrained  from  gaining 
Settlements  by  any  other  Means  than 
renting  j  o  1.  a  Year,  or  executing  a  pub- 
lic annual  Office* 

To  remedy  thefe  Inconyeniencies,  Pro- 
vifion  is  made  by  this  Bill  for  fuch  poor 
Perfons  to  go,  without  Interruption,  to 
the  Places  where  they  can  procure  Em- 
ployment, by  virtue  of  Teftimonials,  which 
arc  to  be  given  by  the  Miniiler  and 
Churchwarden,  or  Overfeer.  Thefe 
Teftimonials  are  not  to  affect  their  Set- 
tlements, 


dements,  but  are  to  be  circumfcribecl  in 
refpect  to  Diftance  and  Time,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  general  Vagrancy  ;  and  to 
be  regiftered  in  the  Parifh  Books,  that  it 
may  be  known  where  they  are.  Some 
Occupations  may  require  a  greater,  oiher:i. 
a  lets  Extent ;  ibme  a  longer,  others  a: 
ihorter  Time ;  which  is  left  to  the  Dii- 
cretion  of  the  Minifter  and  Officers  ;  but 
it  is  propofed,  in  point  of  Time,  not  to 
extend  beyond  a  Year  ;  as  it  mav 
renewed  afterwards,  if  found  convenient. 
If  thev  exceed  the  Bounds,  or  the  Time 
allowed  by  the  Teftimonial,  they  are  to 
be  apprehended,  and  punifhed  as 
grants,  uniefs  they  can  mew  juft  Cauie 
for  fo  doing. 

If  this  Mode  was  to  be  duly  obferved 
in  all  Pariihes,  it  would  prevent  that  ge- 
neral Vagrancy  which  is  the  Source  of 
moil  of  the  Evilp.  that  interrupt  and  dif- 
tracl:  the  Police  of  this  Count 

A  Claufe  is  inferted  in  this  Bill,  that 
Men  or  Women  coming  from  Ireland  or 
Scotland  to  work  at  Harveft,  ihali  take 
a  Testimonial  of  the  like  Import,  i\ 
fying    their   Names,    Occupations, 
Places  of  Reiidence  in  Ireland  or  Scot- 
land,   from  the  iirft  Parilh   in  Engiancl 
which  they  arrive   at ;    and   be  in 
Manner  liable  to   be    apprehended    and 
puniihed  as  Vagrants,  if  they  devir  . 
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the  Bounds,  or  flay  beyond  the  limited 
Time. 

Thefe  will  be  found  extremely  ufeful 
in  the  Execution  of  the  Vagrant  Laws. 

If  thefe  Bills  fhould  be  fo  fortunate  to 
make  their  Way  into  our  Statute  Books, 
and  fhould  bring  about  the  Reformation 
intended  by  them,  they  will  produce  good 
Order,  Peace,  and  Comfort  to  the  Poor, 
and  be  the  Means  of  decreafmg  the  Poor's 
Rates  in  an  immenfe  Degree  ;  the  other. 
Branches  of  the  Poor  Laws  will  be  gra- 
dually going  into  difufe ;  and  may,  at 
fome  future  Period,  be  collected  together, 
repealed,  or  altered,  as  the  Circumftances 
of  Things,  and  the  Situation  of  the  Times, 
may  render  expedient. 

Thefe  Bills  have  nothing  new  to  ren- 
der them  exceptionable ;  they  are  ground- 
ed on  the  preient  Laws,  with  Alterations 
only  tending  to  enforce  them ;  and  are 
intended  to  produce  the  happieft  Effects, 
by  bringing  many  idle  Hands  to  Labour 
and  Induftry,  to  recruit  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  to  increafe  our  Trade  and 
Agriculture. 

Another  good  Effect  may  attend  them 
(not  the  leaft,  in  my  Opinion) ;  they 
may  reclaim  many  wicked  and  profligate 
People,  and  be  the  Means  of  rendering 
them  and  their  Families  happy  ;  and  of 
reftoring,  and,  I  hope,  perpetuating,  in- 
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ternal  Peace,  Order,   and  Subordination 
in  this  Country. 

Perfons  fo  reclaimed  may  live  to  make 
Returns  of  Gratitude  to  the  Legiflature 
for  fuch  a  feafonable  Exertion  of  the 
Laws,  which  have,  to  the  Difgrace  of 
our  Governors,  been  fuffered  to  fleep  fo 
long. 

Such  an  Exertion,  whilft  it  reftores  the 
internal  Strength  and  Vigour  of  the 
Kingdom,  cannot  fail  to  contribute,  in 
fome  Degree  at  laaft,  to  the  Means  of 
procuring  an  End  to  our  Misfortunes,  in 
an  honourable  Peace. 

Previous  to  the  Approach  of  that  happy 
Day,  we  fhould,  like  wife  and  good  Ci- 
tizens, be  looking  forward,  and  prepar- 
ing to  receive  every  Advantage  it  can 
bring  us.  Any  Plans  wrhich  are  likely 
to  employ  our  difbanded  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,  who  will  be  fet  at  Liberty  upon 
fuch  an  Occafion,  mould  be  previoufly 
concerted  ;  and,  if  prudently  done,  muft 
have  a  very  falutary  Effect. 

I  will  fuggeft  fome,  which  I  have  long 
formed ;  and  may  ferve  to  employ  a 
considerable  Number  of  Hands,  very 
profitably  for  this  Country. 

I  mean,^>)#,  by  paffing,  in  the  next 
Seffion,  if  it  mail  be  approved,  an  Act 
for  a  general  Drainage  of  Lands  in  every 
County  ;  on  having  proper  CommifTion- 
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ers  appointed,  to  fet  out  the  Parts  to  be 
drained ;  to  direct  Satisfaction  for  all 
Damages,  by  the  Verdict  of  a  Jury  j  and 
to  proportion  the  Expences  attending  it, 
and  alfo  of  keeping  the  Drains  open  in 
future,  according  to  the  Benefit  every 
Land-owner  or  Occupier  mall  receive 
thereby. 

idly^  By  paffing  another  Act,  to  en- 
courage the  inclcfmg  and  planting  waile 
or  barren  Lands  :  And  as  Tenants  for 
Life,  with  Powers  t$>  fell  Timber,  are, 
from  the  prefent  Difpofition  which  pre- 
vails, more  inclined  to  cut  than  to  plant, 
I  wiih  to  lay  a  Foundation  to  retrieve  the 
Misfortunes  of  thofe  Families  where  the 
PoiTefTors  of  the  Eftates  may  have  been 
too  bufy  with  the  Axe,  by  making  Pro- 
vifions  for  their  Pofterity,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  to  fecure  to  this  Country  a 
proper  Supply  of  Naval  Timber.  For 
this  Purpofe,  I  wifh  the  Legiflature  would 
give  Powers  to  Tenants  for  Life,  where 
the  Eftates  are  under  Settlement,  to  bor- 
row Money  on  the  Credit  of  their  E- 
ftates,  by  mortgaging  them,  with  the 
Confent  of  the  Truftees,  for  fo  much  as 
may  be  neceflary  to  be  laid  out  in  in- 
clofing,  planting,  and  fencing  fuch 
Grounds  ;  and  to  oblige  the  Tenants  for 
Life,  and  thofe  in  Succeffion,  to  pay  the 
Intereft. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Works  will  employ  a  confider- 
able  Number  of  Hands,  in  different  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom. 

Plans  may  alib  be  propofed  for  em- 
ploying many  of  thofe  diibanded  Sol- 
diers and  Sailors  upon  the  Turnpike  and 
other  public  Roads,  in  a  Manner  from 
which  this  Country  may  derive  the  great- 
eft  Advantage* 

I  have  heard  it  obferved,  that  although 
the  Plan  of  thefe  Bills  is  confeffedly  a 
good  one,  yet  the  Juftices  of  Peace  (upon 
whole  Shoulders  the  great  Burden  lies) 
will  not  give  themfelves  the  Trouble  to 
execute  it.  This  is  the  Language  of 
Sloth  and  Timidity ,  which  has  too  long 
prevailed,  and  well-nigh  ruined  the  in- 
ternal police  of  this  country,  which  I  am 
moil  anxious  to  revive.  I  will  not  judge 
ib  unfavourably  of  my  Fellow- Juftices, 
as  to  imagine,  that  when  they  fee  their 
Country  at  the  very  Brink  of  Deftruc- 
tion,  they  will  riot  lend  a  Hand  to  lave 
her,  by  executing  a  Law  which  is  plain, 
eafy,  practicable,  and  promifmg  an  ef- 
fectual Relief. 

The  Magiftrates,  who  facrifice  their 
Time,  and  Expence  too,  in  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  Laws  of  their  Country,  with- 
out Fee  or  Reward,  have  infinite  Merit, 
and  undoubtedly  ought  to  be  treated  with 
very  great  Refpecl:. 

It 


It  is  an  Office  of  great  Truft  and  Im- 
portance, upon  which  the  Well-being  of 
this  Country,  in  a  great  Meafure,  de- 
pends. It  grieves  one  to  fee  Gentlemen 
of  Fortune  and  Ability,  in  every  County, 
declining  to  aft.  The  principal  Caufe 
alleged  is,  the  Difficulty  and  Perplexity 
of  the  Laws. 

I  think  every  Endeavour  fhould  be 
ufed  to  make  the  Laws  as  plain  and  in- 
telligible as  poffible ;  and,  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  if  a  Gentleman  or  two,  educated 
at  the  Bar,  were  to  be  appointed,  by 
fome  of  the  great  judicial  Officers  of  the 
Law,  with  fuitable  Salaries,  to  infpect  all 
public  Bills,  before  they  are  parTed,  dur- 
ing the  Seffions  of  Parliament,  and  at 
Intervals  ;  and,  during  the  Recefs  of  Par- 
liament, to  be  employed  in  collecting 
and  digefting  the  Statutes  upon  particular 
Heads,  when  they  are  numerous,  in  or- 
der to  their  being  reduced  into  one  Act, 
in  a  future  Seffions  j  and  if  there  mould 
be  a  Handing  Committee  appointed  to 
fuperintend  thofe  Proceedings ;  it  might 
be  the  Means  of  preventing  many  Inac- 
curacies in  penning  the  new  Acts,  and 
would  foon  render  the  reft  eafy  and  in- 
telligible. . 

To  the  fame  Head  may  be  referred  an- 
other Difficulty  and  Embarraflment  at- 
tending Juflices  of  the  Peace,  which  I 

think 
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think  ought  to  be  prevented.  They  are 
at  a  great  Expence  in  purchafmg  the  Acts 
of  Parliament ;  and  Complaints  are  fre- 
quently brought  to  them,  upon  new  Laws, 
before  they  have  been  able  to  procure  the 
Acts. 

I  fhould  hope  fome  Means  may  be 
found  to  obviate  this,  without  much  Ex- 
pence  either  to  his  Majefty  or  the  Pub- 
lic. 

Thefe  Bills,  with  the  Obfervations  I 
have  made  upon  them,  convey  my  Sen- 
timents, upon  a  Subject  the  moft  intereft- 
ing,  and  important  to  the  future  Welfare 
and  Profperity  of  this  Country,  that  can 
poffibly  come  before  Parliament ;  formed, 
not  haftily,  but  upon  the  moft  mature 
Deliberation. 

I  can  affure  the  Reader,  whoever  he 
may  be,  high,  low,  rich,  or  poor,  that 
I  have  no  Purpofes  of  my  own  to  ferve, 
no  Views  to  gratify,  no  Expectation  of 
Reward  for  my  Labours,  but  what  arifes 
from  the  pleafing  Reflection  of  my  own 
Mind  ;  that  I  have,  for  many  Years  paft, 
devoted  a  great  Share  of  my  Time,  not 
without  coniiderable  Expence,  to  an  Ob- 
ject, pleafmg  to  myfelf,  and,  I  prefume, 
not  unworthy  the  Attention  of  fuch  a;-> 
have  at  Heart  the  Welfare  of  their  Coun- 
try,— that  of  dif covering,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  relieve,  tbc  Diflrejfes  of  many  hu?i- 
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dred  'Thoufands  of  our  Fellow-creatures^ 
who  fall  under  the  Reach  of  thefe  Bills. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  reprefent  thefe  Bills 
as  perfect  and  fit,  in  their  prefent  State, 
to  be  pafled  into  Laws  ;  but  as  the  Dif- 
trefles  of  the  Poor,  and  the  Burden  upon 
thofe  who  maintain  them,  are  fo  great, 
and  daily  increafing,  I  could  not  prevail 
upon  myfelf,  any  longer,  to  poftpone 
bringing  the  Subject,  fairly  and  openly, 
in  the  Shape  it  now  is,  before  Parlia- 
ment ;  having  found,  after  waiting  many 
Years,  that  no  other  Gentleman  was  in- 
clined to  undertake  it,  nor  any  Plan  pro- 
pofed,  for  bringing  forward  fo  very  effen- 
tial  a  Work,  by  thofe  who  are  at  the 
Head  of  our  public  Affairs.  Nor  have  I 
been  deterred  from  fteadily  purfuing  the 
Object  to  its  prefent  Crifis,  by  meeting 
with  the  Frowns,  inftead  of  receiving  the 
Countenance,  of  fome  Perfons,  which, 
from  their  Situation,  and  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  Subject,  I  thought  I  had 
good  Reafon  to  expect. 

The  utmoft  of  my  Wifhes  are,  that  the 
Plan  and  Bills  may  be  confidered,  during 
theCourieof  the  Summer,  by  the  Members 
of  both  Houfes,  and  particularly  thofe  of 
the  long  Robe  ;  and  alib  by  Magiftrates, 
and  others,  converfant  in  the  Subject ; 
and  that  they  may  be  fairly  and  candidly 
difcufTed  the  next  Seffion,  in  a  Manner 

which 


v.-hich  the  Magnitude  of  the  Subject  de- 
ierves. 

If  they  fhould,  after  proper  Correction 
and  Amendments,  be  found  admiffible, 
it  will  afford  me  great  Satisfaction  ;  if 
not,  I  hope  they  will  be  the  Means  of 
producing  fome  others,  better  digeft- 
ed  and  adapted  to  the  Purpofe  ;  as  my 
Defires  are,  that  this  neceflary  Service 
may  be  rendered  to  the  Public  ;  not  being 
at  all  anxious,  from  whofe  Hands  it  fhall 
come. 

THOMAS  GILBERT, 
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A 

BILL 

[INTENDED  TO  BE  PROPOSED] 

For  the  better  Relief  and  Employ- 
ment of  the  Poor. 

WHEREAS  by  a  Claufe  in  an  Aft,  Redtal  of 
pafTecl  in  the  Ninth  Year  of  the  Stat.  9  Geo. 
Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  "  c*  7* 
Firft,  intituled,  "  An  A.cl:  for  amending  the 
"  Laws  relating  to  the  Settlement,  Em- 
"  ployment,  and  Relief  of  the  Poor," 
Power  is  given  to  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  in  any  Parifh,  Town- 
fhip,  or  Place,  with  the  Confent  of  the 
major  Part  of  the  Parifhioners  or  Inha- 
bitants, at  a  Veftry  Meeting,  after  due 
Notice,  to  purchafe  or  hire  a  Houie  or 
Houfes  in  that  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or 
Place,  and  to  contract  with  any  Perfon 
for  the  Lodging,  Keeping,  Maintaining, 
and  Employing  fuch  Poor  as  mall  defire 
to  receive  Relief  or  Collection  from  the 
D  Piirifh, 


* 
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Parifh,  and  there  to  keep,  maintain,  and 
employ  them,    and  take  the  Benefit  of 
their  Work,  Labour,  and  Service  for  their 
Maintenance  ;    and    where    any  Parifh, 
Town,  or  Townfhip  fhall  be  too  fmall  to 
purchafe  or  hire  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes 
for  the   Poor  of  their  own  Parifh  only, 
Two  or  more  fuch  Parifhes,  Townfhips, 
or  Places,  are  thereby  authorifed,  with 
the  Confent  of  the  major  Part  of  the  Pa- 
rifhioners  or  Inhabitants,  in  a  Veftry,  and 
with  the  Approbation  of  any  Juilice  of 
Peace  dwelling  in  or  near  the  fame,  fig- 
nified  under  his  Hand  and  Seal,  to  unite 
in  purchafmg,   hiring,   and   taking  fuch 
Houfe    or  Houfes  ;    and  Power  is  alfo 
given  by  the  faid  A£t,  to  the  Church- 
wardens  and   Overfeers  of  any    Parifh, 
Townfhip,  or  Place,  where  fuch  Houfe 
or   Houfes   fhall  be  provided,  with  the 
Confent  of  the  major  Part  of  the  Parifh- 
ioners,  at  a  Veftry,  to  contract  with  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor 
of  any  other  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place, 
for  the  Lodging,  Maintaining,  and  Em- 
ploying of  any  poor  Perfon,  of  fuch  other 
Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place,  as  to  them 
fhall  feem  meet,  under  the  like  Regula- 
tions : 

And  whereas  the  Powers  given  by  the 

faid  recited  Claufe,  for  Farming  out  the 

Poor,  have   been  very  much  abufed  in 

2  many 
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iy  Parifhes  and  Places,  where  they  have 
been   exercifed;    the   Poor   having   been 
treated  with  great  Cruelty  and  Inhuma- 
nitv,  by  the  Perfons  who  have  engaged  in 
Contracts  for  maintaining  them,  and  re- 
ceiving the  Proiits  of  their  Labour ;   and 
Complaints   having  been  made  thereof, 
that  Practice  is  in  a  great  Meafure  dif- 
continued ;  but  many  Parifhes  and  Places, 
approving  the  Method  fuggefted  by  the 
laid  Act,    have    aflbciated    and    formed 
Agreements  for  joining  in  the  Expence 
of  providing   Workhoufes,    and    giving 
Salaries  to  proper  Perfons  to  fuperintend 
them  (few  Pariines  and  Places,  except  in 
the  great  Towns,  being  able  to  bear  that 
Expence  alone) ;  but  not  having  any  le- 
gal Foundation,  and  for  Want  of  proper 
Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations  for  their 
Government  and  Direction,  they  are  not 
fo  convenient  and  beneficial  as  they  ought 
to  be : 

And  whereas  it  is  apprehended  many 
other  Parilhes  and  Places  in  this  King- 
dom, opprefled  with  the  Burden  of  their 
Poor,  will  be  defirous  of  aflbciating  and 
uniting  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  if  they 
can  be  legally  authorifed  in  fo  doing  * : 

I.  To 


*  It  is  intended   ro  make  this  Bill   optional   to 

every  Parifb,  \n  order  to  eive  it  a  fair  Trial  j  and 

D  2  th:n, 


Repeal  of 
Claufe  in 
9  Geo.  I. 


Power  for  a 
fingle  Parilh 
to  adopt 
thefe  Provi- 
•Tions. 


I.  To  remedy  which  Inconveniencies, 
and  to  give  Relief  to  all  fuch  Parifhes  as 
{hall  apply  for  it,  Be  it  Enacted  by  the 
KING's  Moft  Excellent  MAJESTY,  by 
and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com- 
mons, in  this  prefent  Parliament  aflem- 
bled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame, 
That  from  and  after 

the  faid  Claufe,  and  every  Thing  therein 
contained,  fhall  be,  and  is  hereby  re- 
pealed, and  every  Contract  or  Agreement 
made  in  purfuance  thereof  mail  become 
and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and 
void ;  and  that  whenever  the  major 
Part  of  the  Owners  or  Occupiers  of  Lands, 
Tenements,  or  Hereditaments,  within 
any  Parifh,  Townmip,  or  Place,  quali- 
fied as  hereafter  mentioned,  mail,  at  any 
Time  after  the  -Faffing  this  Act,  at  aVeftry 
Meeting  to  be  held  purfuant  to  the  Di- 
rections of  this  Act,  iignify  their  Appro- 
bation of  the  Provifions  herein  contained, 
and  their  Defire  to  adopt  them ;  in  the 


then,  if  it  be  thought  expedient,  the  Legiflatuie 
may  pafs  an  Aft  to  extend  it  to  all  Parifhes  which 
have  not  a  particular  A£fc  of  Parliament  for  their 
Direction. 

It  is  hoped,  from  the  Obfervations  which  will 
be  made  upon  this  Plan,  after  it  has  been  circulat- 
ed in  the  Manner  intended,  the  new  Bill  may  bz 
rendered  iufiuhely  more  perfect. 

Form 
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Form  contained  in  the  Schedule  hereunto 
annexed  No.  i .  and  procure  the  Confent 
and  Approbation  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace, 
acting  for  that  Diftrict  or  Diviiion,  by 
ing  under  his  Hand,  in  the  Form 
contained  in  the  laid  Schedule,  No.  2, 
and  ihall  regifter  the  fame  purfuant  to 
the  Direction  of  this  Act ;  every  fuch  Pa- 
riih,  Town,  or  Place,  fhall  from  that  Time 
be  entitled  to  ail  the  Benefits,  Privileges, 
and  Advantages,  which  can  arife  or  be 
derived  from  thib  Act. 

II.  And  be  it  farther  Enacted,  That  Power  for 
.-re  the  Owners  or  Occupiers  of  Lands,  Iw°or  raore 

.  '  Parities  or 

I  enements,     or  Hereditaments,    within  places  to 
Two  or   more  Pariihes,    Townfhips,   or  unit^  tor 
Places  fo  qualified  as  aforefaid,  mail  think  Houfes"f  nd 
fit,  with  fuch  Approbation  as  aforefaid,  maintaining 
to   unite   for  the  Purpofes  of  this  Act, 
and  fhall  ngnify  their  Inclination  and  De- 
lire  fo  to  do,  at  a  Veitry  Meeting  held  in 
each   of  fuch  Parifhes,  Townfhips,   and 
Places,  in  the  Manner  herein  before  di- 
rected   concerning   a    fmgle    Parifh,    an 
Agreement  ihall,  as  ibcn  as  conveniently 
may  be,  after  fuch  Veftry  Meetings  fhall 
have  been  held,  be  entered  into  by  the 
Churchwardens    and    Overfeers    of    the 
Poor   of  every   fuch   Parifh,    Townmip, 
and    Place,    reflectively,    or    the    major 
Part  of  them,  in  the  Form  or  to  the  Effect 
fet  forth  in  the  Schedule  hereunto  an- 
D  3  nexed, 
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nexed,  No.  3  ;  and  every  fuch  Agree- 
ment iliall  fpecify  the  Place  where  fuch 
Houfe  or  Houfes  mall  be  fituate,  and  the 
Terms  upon  which  fuch  Agreement  is 
made,  and  mall  be b  entered  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace,  or  Town  Clerk,  of  the 
County,  City,  Town  or  Diftrift,  in 
which  fuch  Parifhes,  Townfhips,  or 
Places  mall  be  fituate,  and  a  Copy  thereof 
left  with  him,  within  Three  Calendar 
Months  after  the  Time  of  making  fuch 
Agreement,  in  the  Form  or  to  the  Effect 
mentioned  in  the  faid  Schedule,  No.  4; 
for  which  Entry  every  fuch  Clerk  mail 
receive  Two  Shillings  and  Sixpence,  and 
no  more. 

Notice  of  the  ^*  J^nc^  ^e  ^  furtner  Enacled,  That 
Veftry  Meet-  the  Notice  for  every  Veftry  Meeting  di- 
inSsv  reded  by  this  Act,  mail  be  given  in  the 

Church  or  Chapel  of  every  fuch  Parifh, 
Townmip,  or  Place,  on  fome  Sunday  be- 
fore the  Time  of  fuch  Meeting,  imme- 
diately after  Divine  Service,  and  alfo 
fixed  in  Writing  on  fuch  Church  or  Cha- 
pel Door,  or,  if  no  Church  or  Chapel,  at 


b  It  is  nccefTary  that  the  Court  of  Quartcr-Sef- 
fion,  which  is  to  appoint  Vifitors  and  receive  an- 
nual Returns  from  each  of  thefePoor-houfes,  (hould 
know  where  they  are  fituate,  and  upon  what  Agree- 
ments they  are  founded. 

fomq 
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fome  public  Place  within  any  fuch  Parifh, 
Townftiip,  or  Place,  Ten  Days  at  lead 
before  the  Day  to  be  appointed  for  fuch 

:eting,  in  the  Form  or  to  the  Effect 
mentioned  in  the  faid  Schedule,  No.  5  ; 
and  that  no  Perlbn  fhall  vote  at  any  Vef- 
try  Meeting  to  be  held  for  the  Purpoies 
of  this  Act,  unlefs  he  or  fhe  fhall  be  the 
Owner  or  Occupier  of  Lands,  Tene- 
ments, or  Hereditaments,  which  fhall  be 
aiTeffed  to  the  Poor's  Rates  within  fuch 
Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place,  at  the  Va- 
lue of  Five  Pounds  per  Annum  at  the 
lean;. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Church- 
it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Church-  o"^"^ 
wardens  and  Overieers  of  the  Poor  of  the  with  Con- 
laid    feveral    Parifhes,    Townfhips,    and  je^f*f 
Places,  adopting  the  laid  Proviilons,  or  the  Peace,  to 
major  Part  of  them,  at  a  Meeting  to  be  aPP°inta 
held  by  them,  at  the  Time  they  fhall  fign  fuchHoufes, 
fuch  Agreement  as  aforefaid,  or  at  any 
Time  within  Ten  Days  after,   with  the 
Approbation  of  the  Juflice  of  the  Peace 
who  fhall  give  his  Sanction  to  the  faid 
Agreement,  to  appoint  fome  fit  and  pro- 
per Perfon  to  be  Governor  of  the  Houfe 
or  Houfes  fo  to  be  hired  and  taken  for 
the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  and  to  have  the 
Care,  Management,  and  Employment  of 
the  poor  Perfons  to  be  fent  thither,  and 
tp  fix  the  Salary  or  Wages  to  be  allowed 
P  to 
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to  fuch  Governor  ;  and  alfo,  upon  any 
Vacancy  which  mall  afterwards  happen, 
by  the  Death,  Refignation,  or  Removal 
of  fuch  Governor,  to  appoint,  at  a  Monthly 
or  fome  fpecial  Meeting  to  be  held  at  the 
ufual  Place  of  Meeting,  as  foon  as  con- 
veniently may  be  after  fuch  Vacancy  (of 
which  Notice  fhall  be  given  to  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of 
every  fuch  Parifh,  Townfhip,  and  Place, 
by  One  of  fuch  Churchwardens  or  Over- 
feers) fome  other  fit  Perfon  to  be  Gover- 
nor of  fuch  Poor-houfe,  with  the  Ap- 
probation of  the  Vifitor  of  fuch  Houie, 
to  be  nominated  as  hereafter  mentioned; 
but  no  Governor  fo  appointed,  or  to  be 
appointed,  mall  be  removed,  unlefs  with 
the  Approbation  of  the  Viiitor  of  fuch 
Poor-houfe,  after  having  been  attended 
by  the  faid  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
feers, and  having  heard  and  confidercd 
the  Matter  of  Complaint  alledged  againft 
him. 
A  convenient  V.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That 

Houfe  or       t^    Churchwardens  and  Overfeers  of  the 
Houfcs  to  be  r  __, 

provided,       Poor  of  the  f  everal  Parimes,  T  ownfhips, 
with  proper    an(j  placeS)  which  fhall  adopt  the  Provi- 
dations.         fions  of  this  Adt,  fhall  provide  a  fuitable  and 
convenient  Houfe  or  Houfes,  with  proper 
Buildings  and  Accommodations  thereto, 
when    wanted,   either  by   creeling  new 
ones,  altering  old  ones,  or  hiring  Build- 
ing 
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ings  for  the  Purpofe  ;  and  fhall  fit  up 
and  difpofe  the  fnrne,  with  the  Advice 
and  Approbation  of  the  Viiitor,  in  fuch 
JNIanner  as  fhall  be  mcft  conducive  to 
general  Purpoles  of  this  Act,  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  fuch  Pariihes,  Townfhips,  and 
Places,  in  the  Proportions  herein  men- 
tioned, and  afterward?,  as  foon  as  con- 
veniently may  be,  confer  together,  and 
coniult  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  their 
refpective  Pariihes  and  Townfhips,  upon 
the  bed  Means  of  employing  the  poor 
Perfons  who  {hall  be  fent  to  fuch  tL 
or  Routes,  and  {hall  procure  the  belt  In- 
formation they  can  of  the  Perfons  in- 
tended to  be  lent  thither  from  each  re- 
fpective Parifh,  Townmip,  or  Pkce,  and 
mall  provide  fuch  Utenfils  and  Materials, 
as  they  mall  think  necefiary  for  their 
Employment,  according  to  the  true  In- 
tent and  Meaning  of  this  Act ;  and  every 
fuch  Houie  mall  be  called, 

THE  POOR-HOUSE 
FOR  RELIEF  AND  INDUSTRY, 

and  mall  have  that  Infcription  painted 
upon  it. 

VI.   And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  HOW  the 
the   poor  Perfons   who   mall  be  fent  to  J oor  ^e  to. 

riT-rr-L  •  _^  J        be  maintain- 

every  fuch  Houfe,  by  virtue  and  under  ed  and  pro. 
the  Authority  of  this  Act,  mall  be  main-  vided  for. 
tained  therein  at  the  general  Expence  of 
the  Pariihes,   Townthip?,   and  Places  fo 

adopting 
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adopting  the  Provifions  of  this  Act,  as 
aforefaid,  according  to  the  Terms  and  in 
the  Proportions  directed  and  prefcribed 
by  this  Act ;  and  that  the  Governor  of 
every  fuch  Houfe,  to  be  appointed  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  provide,  under  the  Di- 
rections of  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
feers  of  the  Poor,  or  the  major  Part  of 
them,  at  their  Monthly  Meetings,  all  fit 
and  neceflary  Provifions  for  the  Main- 
tenance of  fuch  Poor,  and  keep  an  Ac- 
Method  pro-  count  thereof ;  and  that  there  fhall  be  a 

£ngdth°er  Ac"  MeetinS  of  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
counts,  feers  of  the  Poor  of  every  fuch  Parim, 
Townfhip,  and  Place,  at  fuch  Houfe  or 
Houfes,  on  the  Firit  Monday  in  every 
Month,  at  the  Kour  of  Ten  in  the  Fore- 
noon, to  ftate,  examine,  infpect,  and 
adjuft  the  Accounts  for  the  preceding 
Month  ;  and  that,  at  fuch  Meeting,  the 
Governor  of  every  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes 
fhall  produce,  fairly  written,  One  Ac- 
count of  the  Debt  incurred  in  the  pre- 
ceding Month,  for  Utenfils  and  Mate- 
rials for  the  Purpofe  of  Manufacture, 
and  for  Furniture,  Alterations,  or  Repairs 
of  the  Buildings,  and  alfo  for  the  Salary 
or  Allowance  to  the  Governor  ;  in  which 
Account  the  Rent  of  fuch  Houfe  or 
Houfes,  Buildings  and  Premifes,  if  the 
fame  fhall  be  rented,  fhall  be  charged  in 
the  Month  next  after  fuch  Rent  fhall 
become  due,  according  to  the  Terms  of 

the 
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the  Agreement  for  taking  the  fame  ; 
which  Account,  when  fettled  and  agreed  Manner  of 
to,  mail  be  figned  by  the  faid  Church-  f™^™;. 
wardens  and  Overfeers  attending  fuch  pences. 
Meeting,  and  the  Sums  to  be  paid  by 
each  of  fuch  Parimes,  Townfhips,  and 
Places,  mail  be  fettled  and  adj lifted  at 
fuch  Meeting,  in  proportion  to  the  Sums 
paid  by  each  of  fuch  Parifhes,  Towmliips, 
and  Places,  en  account  of  their  Poor,  on  a 
Medium  of  Three  Years  next  preceding 
fuch  Agreement  (to  be  fettled  and  afcer- 
tained,  in  the  Manner  fpecified  by  the  faid 
Agreement,  fo  to  be  entered  into  for  unit- 
ing as  aforefaid,  and  contained  in  the 
Schedule  hereunto  annexed) ;  and  the 
Money  mail  be  then,  or  within  One 
Week  after,  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Governor,  or  fuch  Perfon  as  the  faid 
Churchwardens  and  Overfeers,  or  the 
major  Part  of  them,  mall  nominate ;  to 
be  by  him  applied  in  Difcharge  of  the 
feveral  Articles  and  Debts  contained  in 
fuch  Account ;  and  the  faid  Governor 
mall  alfo  at  the  fame  Time  produce,  fairly 
written,  another  Account,  of  the  Vic- 
tuals, Beer,  Firing,  and  other  necefiary 
Provifions,  for  the  Ufe  and  Maintenance 
of  the  Poor,  and  of  the  Governor,  at 
fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes,  and  all  other  in- 
cidental Expences ;  which  lha!l  be  then 
proportioned  by  the  faid  Churchwardens 
and  Overfeers,  according  to  the  Number 

of 
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of  Perfons  which  {hall  have  been  Tent 
from  each  of  the  faid  refpedive  Parifhes, 
Townfhips,  and  Places,  and  for  the  Time 
they  mall  have  refided  in  fuch  Houfe  or 
Houfes,  within  fuch  Month ;  and  the 
Sum  due  from  each  Parifh,  Townmip, 
or  Place,  fhall  be  fpecified  at  the  Foot  of 
fuch  Account,  which  ihall,  when  fettled 
and  agreed  to,  be  figned  by  fuch  Church- 
wardens and  Overfeers,  or  the  major 
Part  of  them  ;  and  in  cafe  Default  ihall 

the°Monegy,  be  made  in  Payment  of  the  refpedive 
in  Default  of  Sums  fo  proportioned  to  be  paid  in  re- 
Payment.  fpe<q;  of  any  fuch  Parifh,  Townmip,  or 
Place,  for  Seven  Days  after  the  fame  mall 
be  fo  fettled  and  proportioned,  and  the 
Money  demanded,  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  or 
Place,  where  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes  fhall 
be  fituate,  upon  Complaint  made  to  him 
upon  Oath  of  fuch  Default,  to  levy  the 
faid  refpedive  Sums,  to  be  fettled  and 
proportioned  as  aforefaid,  by  Diftreis  and 
Sale  of  the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  any 
Churchwarden  or  Overfeer  of  the  Poor 
for  any  fuch  Parifh,  Townmip,  or  Place 
making  fuch  Default. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  Enaded,  That 
if  fome  One  of  the  Churchwardens,  or 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  for  every  Parifh, 
Townihip,  or  Place,  which  fhall  adopt 
the  faid  Provifion  as  aforeiaid,  fhall  not 
7  attend 


Forfeiture 
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Monthly 
Meetings. 


r  45  i 

attend  each  Monthly  Meeting,  hereby 
directed  to  be  held,  or  lend  ibme  fub- 
ftantial  and  reputable  Inhabitant  of  fuch 
Pariih,  Townfhip,  or  Place,  to  attend 
and  anfwer  the  Payments  for  him,  in 
cafe  he  lhall  be  prevented  by  Sicknefs,  or 
other  unavoidable  Accident,  from  attend- 
ing in  Perlbn;  each  and  every  Church- 
warden and  Overfeer  for  every  fuch  Pa- 
rifh,  Townfhip,  and  Place  making  fuch 
Default,  lhall  for  every  fuch  Neglect  for- 
feit the  Sum  of  Forty  Shillings. 

VIII.     And   be    it    further   Enacted  %  A  Juftice  of 
That  it  mall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  pcace  to  be 
Juftices  of  the  Peace'  for  every  County,  vS'of  the 
Riding,  Divilion,  City,  and  Place  where  Poor-houfe, 
fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes  ihall  be  provided  ifinclil?edto 

r         r  •  i  11  11  i-       Accept  It, 

as   aroreiaid,    and   they    are   hereby  di- 

c  A  Vif:tor  to  fuperintend  each  of  thefe  Houfes 
feems  eilentiailv  neceflary  ;  it  may  be  doubtful  who 
fhall  be  the  fitteft  Perfon  forth-  Office. 

If  all  the  Juftices  of  the  Hundred,  or  Divifion, 
were  to  be  \  iiitors,  it  probably  woulJ  not  be  fo 
well  attended  as  by  one  only,  who  may  conilder  it 
as  his  peculiar  Duty:  if  there  are  more  than  one 
who  live  near  the  Poor-h  jufe,  and  are  defirous  of 
giving  their  Aflilrance,  they  may  fucceed  each  other 
annually;  but  perhaps  fome  other  proper  Perfon,  of 
Credit  and  Confequence,  may  be  found  within  one  of 
the  uniting  Parilhes  wo  will  accept  it,  or  who 
may,  if  it  i.  thought  fit,  be  compelled  to  take  it, 
for  2  Year  at  le.ili  ;  but  he  fhou'd  not  be  continued 
longer,  without  his  conlent  :  And  if  there  is  any 
fuch  Perfon,  it  may  be  fitter  that  the  Juftice?,  who 
.are  otheiw.ie  luliy  employed,  fhould  be  excufed. 

reded 
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rected,  at  their  Michaelmas  Quarter 
Seffions  in  every  Year,  to  nominate  a 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  acting  for  fuch 
County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  or  Place, 
whom  in  their  Difcretion  they  ihall 
think  moft  fit,  and  who  will  be  in- 
clined to  accept  the  fame,  to  vifit,  infpect, 
and  fuperintend  every  fuch  Houfe  or 
Houfes,  and  fettle  and  adjuft  the  Ac- 
counts between  the  faid  Churchwardens 
and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  and  alfo  of 
the  Governor  of  fuch  Houfe,  if  an^ 
Queftion  or  Difpute  ihall  arife  refpecting 
the  fame  ;  and  alfo  to  fettle  and  adjuft  all 
Doubts  and  Queftions  which  may  arife 
concerning  the  Objects  which  ought  to 
be  fent  to  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes,  ac- 
cording to  the  Intention  of  this  Act ;  and 
by  every  prudent  Means  in  his  Power  to 
enforce  and  promote  the  Rules,  Bye- 
laws,  Regulations,  Directions,  and  Pro- 
vifions,  eftablifhed,  enacted,  and  form- 
ed, by  and  under  this  Act,  for  the  better 
Accommodation  and  Relief  of  the  Poor, 
and  the  preventing  all  unneceflary  Bur- 
thens on  the  faid  Parifhes  and  Places  ; 
and  every  fuch  Governor  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  obferve  and  obey  the  Directions 
which  he  {hall  from  Time  to  Time  re- 
ceive from  fuch  Vifitor,  touching  the 
feveral  Matters  aforefaid  ;  but  if  there 
ihall  be  no  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  who 
fhall  refide  within  a  convenient  Diftance 

of 
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of  any  Poor-houfe    to  be  provided  and  jf  the 
eftablimed  under  the  Authority  of  this  A<£t,  declines  it, 


or  if  the  Juftice    living  near    the  fame  tOI£e  °ther 

n    i      v  •          i      r-\  r          r-rr-  -  ,it  Perlon  to 

mall  decline  accepting  the  (Jmce  of  V  riitor;  be  appointed 
then,  and  in  eveiy  iuch  Cafe,  it  mall  and  ^ 
may  be  la\vful   for  the  Juftices,  at  any 
General  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County,    Riding,  Divifion,  City,  or 
Place,  where  fuch  Houfe  is  fituate,   to 
nominate  and  appoint  fbme  other  fit  and 
difcreet  Perfon,   of  good   Character   and 
confiderable  Property,  who  fliall  refide  in 
'  the  Parifn,  Towiilhip,    or  Place,   where 
fuch  Poor  Houfe  mail  be  lituate,  or  within 
One  of  the  Parifhes,  Townlhips,  or  Places, 
which  mail  be  united  thereto  for  the  Pur- 
pofes    aforefaid;    who    mall    be    recom- 
mended   for    that   Purpofe    by   the'  faid 
Churchwardens    and    Overfeers,    or  the 
major  Part   of  them,    at  fuch   Monthly 
Meeting  ;  if  the  Juftices  at  fuch  Quarter 
SelTions  mall  think  him  duly  qualified  for 
that  Office,   if  not,    fome   other  Perfon, 
whom  they  mail  judge   better   qualified 
for  it,  to  be  Vifitor  of  fuch  Poor-houfe  ; 
who  mall   have  full  Power  to   do  eveiy 
Act  hereby  required  to  be  performed  by 
a  Vifitor  ;    and  where  any  Ad:  mail  be 
required  to  be  done  by  a  Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  fuch  Vifitor  mall  apply  to  fome  viilror  to  be 
neighbouring  Magiftrate  to  do  the  fame;  exempt  from 
and  every  Perfon  to  be  nominated  or  ap- 
pointed Vifitor  as  aforefaid,    as  an  In-  or  upon  ju- 

ducement  ries* 
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clucement  to  his  undertaking  and  exe- 
cuting that  Office,  lhall  be  freed  and  dif- 
charged  from  all  Parochial  Offices,  and 
alfo  from  ferving  upon  Juries  at  the  Af- 
frzes  and  Quarter  Seffions. 

PoorPerfons       ^-  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That 
to  be  admit-  every  Perfon  or  Perfons,  to  be  fent  to  any 
derof"  t?r~     Houfe  or  Houfes,  to  be  provided  under 
Church-        the  Authority  of  this  Ac!:,   mail,  at  the 
warden  or     Time  of  his  or  her  entering  fuch  Houfe, 
deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  delivered,  to  the 
Governor  thereof,  or  to  his  Amftant,  an 
Order,  figried  by  One   of  the   Church- 
wardens and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Pariih,  Townfhip,  or  Place  from  which 
fuch  Perfon  mall  come ;  for  the  Admiffion 
of  fuch  Perlbn  or  Perfons,  in  the  Form 
or  to  the  Effect   contained   in  the  faid 
Schedule,  No.  6  ;    which  Order  mail  be 
carefully  kept  by  the  Governor. 
None  to  be         X.    And,  to  render  the  Provifions  of 
fem  to  the     j-hjg  Act  more  practicable  and  beneficial, 

Poof-houfe      ^       .      r      .          T-       <-L     i      T>I  T)     r 

but  the  aged,  Be  it  further  Enacted,  That  no  rerlon 
fick,  or  in-  fliall  be  fent  to  fuch  Poor-houfe  or 
Houfes,  except  fuch  as  are  become  indi- 
gent by  old  Age,  Sickness,  or  Infirmi- 
ties, and  are  unable  to  acquire  a  Main- 
tenance by  their  Labour. 

provifmn  for       XL  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  Thai 
Infant  ctil-  a]|  Infant  Children  of  tender  Years,  whofe 
Parents  are  dead,  or  unable  to  maintain 
them,    mail  be  placed  by   the   Church- 
wardens and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  with 

the 
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the  Approbation  of  the  Vifitor,  In  Man- 
ner following ;  that  is  to  lay,  with  the 
Parent  or  Parents  of  fuch  Child  or  Chil- 
dren, if  living,  and  in  a  Condition  to 
take  Care  of  them;  but  if  not  in  fuch 
Condition,  or  if  fuch  Parents  ihall  be 
dead;  then  with  fome  reputable  Perfon 
or  Perfons  in  or  near  the  Parilh,  Town- 
fhip,  or  Place  to  which  they  belong,  at 
fuch  Weekly  Allowance  d  as  fhall  be 

agreed 

d  It  is  neceflary  that  thefe  Children  fhould  be 
placed  out  at  "Meekly  allowance  s^  to  prevent  an  ini- 
quitous Practice  too  common  in  many  Parts  of  this 
Kingdom,  by  giving  a  SIKH  of  Money,  when  put 
out,  for  their  Maintenance  to  a  certain  Time,  or 
as  long  as  they  (hall  be  chargeable  to  the  Parilh  ; 
in  which  Cafes  it  becomes  the  Intereft  of  the  Per- 
fons with  whom  they  are  placed,  to  ftarve,  or  by 
other  Mean?,  to  deftroy  them  ;  and  we  have  heard 
of  many  Inftances  of  the  Cruelty  and  Barbarity  of 
thefe  Fofter  Parents. 

As  foon  as  the  Children  are  able  to  do  any 
Thing,  the  Vifitor  fhould  fee  that  they  are  employ- 
ed in  proper  Work  where  they  are  kept,  till  they 
are  fit  to  be  placed  out  elfewhere ;  fome  as  Ap- 
prentices or  Servants  to  Gentlemen,  or  to  Perfons 
in  Trade  or  Hufbandry  ;  others  may  be  fent  to  the 
Marine  Society,  or  as  Apprentices  or  Volunteers 
on  Board  fome  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  of  War. 

It  feems  to  be  a  Duty,  incumbent  on  the  Vifitor, 
to  be  very  cautious  in  the  Choice  of  Mafters  for 
thefe  poor  Children,  efpecially  where  Money  is  to 
be  given  with  them  ;  and  alfo  to  extend  his  Infpec- 
r-on  until  the  Service  is  completed;  if  ;he  Mafter 
Jives  /isar,  by  his  own  Eye ;  if  a:  a  Dillance,  by 
E  th? 
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agreed  upon  between  the  Parifh  Officers 
and  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons,  with  the 
Approbation  of  the  Vifitor  ;  until  fuch 
Child  or  Children  fhall  be  of  fufficient 
Age  to  be  put  into  Service,  or  bound 
Apprentice  to  Hufbandry,  or  fome  Trade 
or  Occupation  ;  and  a  Lift  of  the  Names 
of  every  Child  fo  placed  out,  and  by 
whom  and  whefe  kept,  fhall  be  given  to 
the  Vifitor  ;  who  fhall  take  the  Care  and 
Inflection  of  them,  and  fee  that  they  are 
properly  treated,  or  caufe  them  to  be  re- 
moved, and  placed  under  the  Care  of 
fome  other  Perfon  or  Perfons,  if  he  finds 
juft  Caufe  fo  to  do ;  and  when  every 
fuch  Child  fhall  attain  fuch  Age,  he  or 
fhe  fhall  be  fo  placed  out,  at  the  Expence, 
of  the  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place  to 
which  he  or  fhe  fhall  belong,  according 
to  the  Laws  in  being. 
Idle  and  dif-  XII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That 

ta/JbbT   a11  idle  or  diforderly  Perfons  e,  who  are 
but  unwil-  able, 

ling  to  work. 

the  Means  of  fome  other  proper  Perfon  ;  as  we  often 
hear  of  the  cruel  Treatment  of  Matters  to  their  Ap- 
prentices and  Servants,  when  put  out  by  Parifhes. 
Thofe  who  place  thefe  poor  Children  out,  are  but 
too  apt  to  conclude  that  their  Truft  is  at  an  end, 
whenever  they  are  removed  out  of  their  Hands. 

e  In  the  Adi:  of  17  Geo.  II.  c.  5.  the  Words  are 
Idle  and  jyif orderly  Perfons;  from  which  it  has  been 
apprehended  the  Offenders  cannot  be  punifhed,  un- 

lefs 
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able,  but  unwilling,  to  work  and  main- 
tain themfelves  and  their  Families,  mall 
be  profecuted  by  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overieers  of  the  Poor  of  the  feveral  Pa- 
rimes,  Towniliips,  and  Places,  to  which 
thcv  belong,  and  punifhed  in  fuch  Man- 
ner as  directed  by  the  feveral  Statutes 
made  in  the  Seventeenth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George 
the  Second,  and  in  this  prefent  Seffion  of 
Parliament ;  and  if  any  Churchwarden  or  Penalty  on 
Overfeer  of  the  Poor  (hall  neglect  to  make  Parifh  offi- 
Complaint  thereof,  againft  every  fuch  ^"t^profe^- 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  to  fome  neighbouring  cute  them. 
JtlfHce  of  the  Peace,  within  Ten  Days 
after  it  mail  come  to  his  Knowledge,  he 
mall,  for  every  fuch  Neglect,  forfeit  a 
Sum  not  exceeding  Five  Pounds,  nor  lefs 
than  Twenty  Shillings ;  One  Moiety 
whereof,  when  recovered,  mail  be  paid 
to  the  Informer,  and  the  other  Moiety 
to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  other  Forfeitures 
are  hereinafter  directed  to  be  applied. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Perfons  able, 
where  there  mall  be,  in  any  Parifh,Town-  and  wining 

ft-  T-,!  '  -n     r  T>          K>  work,   but 

imp,  or  Place,  any  poor  Perion  or  Per-  car.not  get 

fons  who  mall   be  able  and  willing  to  Employ- 
ment. 

lefs  proved  to  have  been  guilty  of  both  Offences, 
and  manv  have  efcaped  on  that  Account.  By  this 
Bill  the  Word  or  is  introduced  in  the  Place  of  andt 
in  order  to  take  in  both  Descriptions. 

E  2  work 


Perfons  re- 
fufing  to 
work,  or 
running 
away  from 
their  Em- 
ployment. 


work,  but  who  cannot  get  Employment, 
it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of 
fuch  Parilh,    Townfhip,    or  Place,    and 
they  are  hereby  required,  on  Application 
made  to  them,  to  contract  for  the  Labour 
of  fuch  poor  Perfon  or  Perfons,  with  the 
Approbation  of  the  Vifitor,  at  any  Work 
or    Employment    fuited    to    his    or  her 
Strength  and   Capacity,    in  any   Parifh, 
Townfhip,  or  Place  near  the  Place  of  his 
or  her  Reiidence  ;  and  to  maintain,  or 
caufe  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  to  be  pro- 
perly maintained,   lodged,  and  provided 
for,  until  fuch  Employment  fhall  be  pro- 
cured ;  and  during  the  Time  of  fuch  Work ; 
and  to  receive  the  Money  to  be  earned  by 
fuch  Work  or  Labour,  and  apply  it  in 
fuch  Maintenance,  as  far  as  the  fame  will 
go,  and  make  up  the  Deficiency,  if  any ; 
and  if  the  fame  lhall  happen  to  exceed  the 
Money  expended  in  fuch  Maintenance, 
to  account  for  the  Surplus,  which  fhall 
afterwards,  at  the  End  of  Three  Calendar 
Months,  be  given  to  fuch  poor  Perfon  or 
Perfons  who  fhall  have  earned  fuch  Mo- 
ney, if  no  further  Expences  lhall  be  then 
incurred  on  his  or  her  Account  to  exhauft 
the  fame  ;  and  in  cafe  fuch  poor  Perfon 
or  Perfons  fhall  refufe  to  work,  or  run 
away  from  fuch  Work  or  Employment, 
Complaint  fhall  be  made  thereof  by  the 

refpedive 


[    53     ] 

refpective  Churchwarden  or  Overfeer,  or 
by  the  Yifitor,  if  not  a  Juftice,  to  fome 
Juftice  or  Jufiices  of  the  Peace  in  or  near 
the  Parifh  or  Place  to  which  fuch  poor 
Perfon  or  Perfons  belong,  who  ihall  en- 
quire into  the  fame  upon  Oath,  and  pu- 
nifh  fuch  Offender  or  Offenders,  by  com- 
mitting him,  her,  or  them  to  the  Houfe 
of  Correction,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard 
Labour  for  any  Time  not  exceeding 
Twelve  Calendar  Months,  nor  lefs  than 
Three  Calendar  Months,  if  he  finds  juft 
Caufe  fo  to  do. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Punifhment 
if  the  Churchwardens  and  Overfeers  of  QfJa  lfh  f 
the  Poor  for  any  Parim,  Townmip,  or  r,egleaing  to 
Place,  and  adopting  the  Provifions  ofcloathtlic 
this  Act  as  aforefaid,  fhall  not  provide 
fuitable  and  neceffary  Cloathing  for  the 
Perfons  fent  by  them  to  fuch  Poor-houfe 
as  aforefaid,  the  Governor  of  every  fuch 
Houfe  fhall  make  Complaint  thereof  to 
the  Juftice  of  the  Peace  who  fhall  he  ap- 
pointed Vifitor  to  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes 
as  aforefaid,  or  to  fome  other  neighbour- 
ing Juftice  of  the  Peace,  who  fa.  .1  fum- 
mon  One  of  fuch  Churchwardens  and 
Overfeers  to  appear  before  him  to  anfwer 
the  faid  Complaint,  and  direct  him  to 
provide  fuch  Cloathing  as  fhall  to  fuch 
Juftice  appear  neceffary;  and  if  fuch 
Churchwarden  or  Overfeer  fhall  make 
Default  in  providing  fuch  Cloathing, 
E  3  within 


I    54    j 

within  Ten  Days  after  fuch  Direction,  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  fuch  Juftice 
of  the  Peace  to  direct  the  Governor  of 
fuch  Poor-houfe  to  provide  the  fame,  and 
to  demand  from  fuch  Churchwarden  or 
Overfeer  the  Charges  and  Expences  of 
fuch  Cloathing  ;  and  in  Default  of  Pay- 
ment thereof,  upon  Demand  made,  it 
mall  and  may  be  lawful  for  fuch  Juftice 
or  Juftices  of  the  Peace  to  levy  the  fame, 
and  the  Coils  and  Charges  attending  the 
Recovery  thereof,  by  Diftrefs  and  Sale  of 
the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  every  fuch 
Churchwarden  and  Overfeer  fo  making 
Default. 
Rules,  Bye.  XV.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That 

laws   and      the  Rul       Orders,  Bye-Laws,   and  Re- 
Regulations       T    .        '       .»     »  .  ' 
tobeefta-      gulations  Ipecmea  and  contained  in  the 

blifhed.  Schedule  hereunto  annexed,  fhall  be  duly 
obferved  and  enforced  at  every  Poor-houfe 
already  provided,  or  hereafter  to  be  pro- 
vided, by  virtue  of  this  Act;  fubject,  ne- 
verthelefs,  to  fuch  Additions,  Variations, 
and  Alterations,  as  fhall  be  made  by  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County, 
Riding,  Divifion,  City,  or  Place  wherein 
fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes  mall  be  iituate,  at 
their  Midfummer  or  Michaelmas  Quarter 
SeJ/ions  f ;  and  for  the  Purpofe  of  haviitg 

them 


f  As  it  is  requifite  there  fliould  be  a  full  Bench 
of  Juftices,  when  thefe  Powers  are  executed,   the 

Midfuuime? 
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them  more  generally  known,  and  more 
ftrictly  attended  to,  the  Governors  of 
every  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes  lhall,  and 
are  hereby  required  to  cauie  the  fame  to 
be  printed  in  plain  legible  Characters,  and 
fixed  up  in  foine  confpicuous  Part  of  every 
fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Houfes  and 
all  the  Houfes,  Buildings,  and  Lands  to  J^g1 
be  hired  or  contracted  for,    under   the  hired  for 
Authority  of  this  Aft,  fhall  be  hired  for  Three  Years 

•T-I  ir  •     e         •  i  s\    ^'         •     onlv. 

Ihree  Years  certain  %  wjto  an  Option  in 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overfeers  of  the 
Poor  of  the  laid  Parifhes,  Townfhips, 
and  Places,  to  continue  them  for  Three 
Years  longer  if  they  fhall  think  fit,  and 


Midfummer  and  Michaelmas  Quarter  Seffions  are 
named,  when  there  is  generally  the  greateft  Attend- 
ance j  thofe  being  held  during  the  Recefs  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

«  If  any  Parifhes  confider  themfelvcs  as  perfectly 
complete  in  their  own  Syftem  and  Management  cf 
the  Poor,  they  will  have  no  Occafion  for  the  Pro- 
vifions  of  this  Bill  ;  but,  if  they  think  otherwife, 
they  may  adopt  them,  without  much  Expence,  or 
Inconveniency,  as  they  will,  under  this  Claufe,  be 
at  Liberty  to  withdraw  at  the  End  of  three  Year?, 
and  receive  a  due  Proportion  of  the  Value  of  the 
Furniture,  &c.  but  it  is  apprehended,  fewParifhe> 
which  engage  in  it,  will  be  induced  to  change  the 
Plan;  for  if,  upon  Trial,  there  (hall  appear  any 
unforefeen  Inconveniencies  or  Defects  in  the  Pro- 
vifions,  they  may  be  corrected  and  regulated,  in  any 
future  Seffions  of  Parliament. 

£4  fo 
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fo  for  the  like  further  Term  at  the  End  of 
every  Three  Years ;  and  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overfeers  of  every  fuch  Pa- 
rifh,  Townfhip,  and  Place  fo  uniting  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  be  at  Liberty  to  withdraw 
themfelves  from  fuch  Agreement  at  the 
End  of  the  Firft  Three  Years,  or  any  of 
the  faid  fucceeding  Three  Years,  if  it 
fhall  be  fo  determined  by  Two-thirds  of 
the  Perfons  qualified  to  vote,  at  a  Veftry 
Meeting  fummoned  by  due  Notice  as 
aforefaid,  fpecifying  the  Occafion  of  fuch 
Meeting  ;  and  in  fuch  Cafe  they  mall  re- 
ceive their  due  Proportion  of  the  Value 
of  the  Furniture,  Stock,  Utenfils,  and 
Implements  then  remaining  at  fuch  Poor- 
houfe,  to  be  fettled  upon  a  juft  and  fair 
Valuation ;  and  all  the  faid  Houfes,  Build- 
ings, and  Lands  fhall  be  free  from  all 
Parochial  and  Parliamentary  Taxes,  du- 
ring the  Time  they  mail  be  occupied  for 
the  Purpofes  aforefaid. 

An  annual         XVII.  And   be    it  further   Enacted  h, 
thefproceed-  That  the  Governor  of  every  fuch  Poor- 
ings  at  each  houfe 
Poor-houfe 
to  be  trnnf-     • 

mitted  to  the  T    .    ,,      ,      T   n- 

QU arter  It  ;s  fit  the  Juftices,  at  their  Quarter  Sefiions, 

Scions.  fhould    fe<:  the  Rife    and    Progrefs  of  thefe    Poor- 

h  >ufes,  and  the  Defe6b,  if  any,  in  the  Method  of 
cori-d'U&ittg  them;  the  Returns  or  Extra&s  required 
by  this  Claufe  may  be  laid  before  Parliament,  when- 
ever called  for;  and  the  Juftices,  at  their  Quarter 
may  point  out  to  their  Rcprefentatives 

any 
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houfe  {hall,  \vithin  One  Week  before  the 
Michaelmas  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City, 
or  Place  where  fuch  Poor-houfe  fhall  be 
fituate,  in  every  Year,  make  out  a  juft 
and  fair  Account  of  the  Expences  attend- 
ing the  fame,  diflinguifhing  them  under 
the  Two  feveral  Heads  herein  before  fpe- 
cihed ;  and  alib  an  Account  of  the  Num- 
ber of  poor  Perfons  which  fhall  be  con- 
tained in  every  fuch  Houfe  at  the  Time 
of  making  out  fuch  Account,  and  how 
they  have  been  employed,  and  how  much 
Money  hath  been  earned  by  the  Labour 
of  the  Poor  in  the  Year  preceding  ;  which 
Account  fhall  be  laid  before  the  Vifitor 
of  the  faid  Houfe,  for  his  Infpection,  and 
Approbation,  which  fhall  be  fignified 
under  his  Hand  and  Seal,  if  he  approves 
the  fame;  and  (hall  afterwards  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  or 
Town  Clerk,  of  fuch  County,  Riding, 
Divifion,  City,  or  Place,  before  or  at 
the  Time  of  the  faid  Quarter  Seffions, 
and  be  by  him  laid  before  the  Court  there, 
for  their  Inspection. 


any  Errors  or  Defects  which  they  may  obferve,  in 
order  that  this  Plan  may,  hereafter,  be  rendered 
complete. 

XVHL 
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Perfonsun-        XVIII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted ', 

der  certain       That  jf  it  ft^j   at   an      Time  be  thfi  Q    • 
Defcnptions,      .  c     ,       -rr-r  i       /-n 

may  be  fent  nion  or  the  Viiitor,  the  Churchwardens 
to  the  Coun-  and  Ovcrfeers  of  the  Poor,  or  the  major 
Part  of  them,  affcmbled  at  their  Monthly 
Meeting,  and  of  the  Surgeon  or  Apo- 
thecary whom  they  fhall  think  fit  to  con- 
fult,  and  he  fhall  certify  under  his  Hand, 
that  any  Perfon  fent  to  iuch  Houfe  or 
Houfes  is  afflicted  with  any  fevere  or 

j 

chronical  Difeafe,  which  may  require  a 
Length  of  Time  and  fome  extraordinary 
Affiftance  of  a  Phyfician  or  Surgeon  for 
the  Cure,  every  fuch  Perfon  fhall  be  fent, 
at  the  Expence  of  the  Parifh,  Townfhip, 
or  Place  to  which  he  or  me  belongs,  to 
the  Infirmary  of  the  County,  Riding,  Di- 
vifion,  City,  or  Town  where  fuch  Poor- 

1  As  Oeconomy  is  conficlered  in  every  Part  of 
this  Plan,  the  Provifions  in  this  Claufe  are  intro- 
duced as  affording  a  better,  and  more  effectual  Re- 
lief to  the  Patient,  and  a  cheaper  Method  for  the 
Parifbes  (where  the  Infirmaries  happen  to  be  fituate 
within  a  reafonable  Diftance)  than  employing  Sur- 
geons or  Apothecaries  in  the  particular  Cafes  allud~ 
ed  to  by  the  Claufe ;  and  it  is  hoped,  from  thefe  Con- 
fiderations,  the  Truftees  and  Governors,  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  who  attend  the  Infir- 
maries, will  excufe  it.  Whenever  Hofpitals  can 
be  provided,  in  the  Manner  fuggefted  in  the  Plan 
before  mentioned,  this  Claufe  will  become  unne- 
cefiary. 
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licufe  is  fituate ;  if  there  fhall  be  any  fuch 
tliere,  and  if  not,  to  the  Infirmary  of 
ibme  other  County,  Riding,  Diviiion, 
,  or  Tovrn,  lying  neareft  to  iucli 
Hoiife  or  Houfes,  in  cafe  an  Agreement 
fhall  have  been  previouily  made  between 
the  Governors,  Directors,  or  Truftees  of 
fach  reipe^tive  Infirmai  ies,  and  the  Juftice 
of  Peace  who  fhall  be  Vifitor  of  fuch 
Houfe,  or,  if  no  Juftice  of  the  Peace 
ihall  be  Viiitor  thereof,  by  fome  Juftice 
of  the  Peace  of  the  Divifion  or  Diftrict 
where  fuch  Pcor-houfe  fhall  be  fituate, 
for  the  Admiilion  of  fuch  poor  Object 
into  the  laid  Infirmary  ;  and  in  that  Cafe, 
every  fuch  poor  Object  fhall  be  received 
into  fuch  Infirmary,  on  producing  a 
Letter,  to  be  figned  by  the  Viiitor  of  fuch 
Houfe  or  Houfes,  in  the  Form  or  to  the 
Effect  contained  in  the  faid  Schedule, 
No.  7,  and  fhall  be  attended  with  due 
Care  in  fuch  Infirmary ;  and  that  in  all 
Cafes  where  any  pocr  Perfon  fhall  be  lent 
to  any  fuch  Infirmary,  purfuant  to  the 
Agreement  and  Directions  aforefaid,  an 
Account  fhall  be  kept  by  the  Governor 
of  every  fuch  Houfe,  and  alib  bv  the 
Treafurer  of  every  fuch  Infirmary,  of  the 
Number  of  Patients  fo  fent,  and  the  Time 
they  fhall  be  reflectively  kept  there  ;  and 
at  Michaelmas  in  every  Year  there  fhall 
be  paid,  by  the  Churchwardens  or  Over- 

feers 
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feers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Parifli,  Town- 
mip,  or  Place  to  which  the  poor  Perfon 
ib  fent  to  the  Infirmary  mall  belong,  to 
the  Treafurer  of  every  fuch  Iniirmary,  a 
proper    and   full    Compenfation    for  the 
Charges  -and   Expences  attending   every 
Perfon  fo  fent  thither,  during  the  Time 
of  his  or  her  Continuance  there,  accord- 
ing to  the  Terms  of  the  Agreement  to 
be  fo  made  as  aforefaid  ;  and  in  cafe  any 
Difference  or  Difpute  mall  arife  in  fettling 
and  afcertaining  the  fame,  it  fhall  be  re- 
ferred to  Two  Perfons  ;   One  to  be  no- 
minated -by  .the  Treafurer  of  fuch  Infir- 
mary, and  the  other  by  the  Juftice  of  the 
Peace  who  mail  be  appointed  Vifitor  to 
fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes  as  aforefaid ;  or,  if 
no  Juftice  of  Peace  mail  be  fo  appointed, 
by  fome  Juftice  of  Peace  adting  for  the 
Divifion  or  Diftrict   where    fuch  Poor- 
houfe  fhall  be  fituate ;  and  all  other  ex- 
traordinary Expences  of  Phyfic  or  Sur- 
gery, beyond  the  common  Provifions  of 
the  Houfe,  which  fhall  be  occafioned  by 
any  Perfon  fent  to  fuch  Poor-houfe,  du- 
ring the   Time   he   or  me  fhall  remain 
there,  and  the  Expences  of  the  Burial  of 
any  Perfon  who   fhall  die   in  any  fuch 
Houfe  or  Infirmary,  fhall  be  paid  by  the 
Churchwardens  or  Overfeers  of  the  Poor 
.of  the   Parifh,   Townfhip,    or    Place   to 
which  fuch   Perfon  belongs,    upon  De- 
i  mand, 


mand,  after  the  fame  fhall  be  fettled  and 
afcertained  by  the  faid  Churchwardens 
and  Overfeers,  at  a  Monthly  Meeting; 
and  in  Default  cf  Payment  thereof,  the 
fame  ihall  be  recovered,  by  Warrant 
from  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  in  Manner 
afore  faid. 

XIX.  And  whereas,  by  the  faid  Act  of  How  Poor 
the    oth  of  King  George  the  Firft,  Di-  rP 

.y  .     °  o  '  toberehev- 

rections  are  given  touching  the  Apphca-  ed:  by  Or- 
tion  to   be  made   by  poor   Perfons,  and  ders.fro«» 
the   Manner  in  which    they  are    to   be         ^ 
relieved  by  Orders  from  Juftices  of  the 
Peace ;  but,  from  a  Want  of  proper  De~ 
fcriptions  of  the  Poor  who  are  to  be  the 
Objects  of  fuch  Relief,  from  a  Want  of 
proper    Accommodations    in    many    Pa- 
rimes,  Townfhips,  and  Places,  and  from 
a  Want   of  the  Means  of  enforcing  the 
Orders  cf  the  Juftices  for  fuch  Relief, 
the   faid    Act   hath  k  not    had    its   pro- 
per Effect,  and  the  Poor  have  been  fre- 
quently reduced   to  Hardships  and  Dif- 
treifes  :  For  Remedy  whereof,  Be  it  fur- 
ther enacted,  That  it  mall  and  may  be 
lawful  for   any  Juftice  of  the  Peace,   on 


k  This  Claufe  enforces,  and  much  enlarges  the 
Provifions  in  the  Statutes  of  3  William  anJ  AI-rv, 
c.  11.  8  and  9  William  III.  c.  30.  and  9  Geo. 
I.  c.  7.  and  inflicts  a  Penalty  on  the  Parilh  Officers 
\vha  difv^bey  the  Orders  of  the  Juftices. 

Complaint 


t  6* 

Complaint   made  upon  Oath,  by  or  on 
the  Behalf  of  any  poor  Perfon,   belong- 
ing  to   any  Pariih,   Townfhip,  or  Place 
having  a  Poor-houfe,  or  uniting   in   the 
providing  of  a  Poor-houfe,  under  the  Au- 
thority of  this  Act,  that  the  Churchwar- 
dens and   Overfeers  of  the  Poor,   upon 
Application  made  to  them,  have  refufed 
fuch  poo,r  Peribn  proper  Relief,  to  fum- 
mon  fuch  Churchwardens  and  Overfeers, 
or  One  of  them,  to   appear  before   him, 
to  fhew  Caufe  why  fuch  Relief  was  not 
given ;   and   upon  full    Enquiry  into  the 
Condition  and  Circumftance  of  fuch  Poor 
Perfon  ;   either  to  order  him  or  her  fome 
Weekly  Relief,  or  direct  fuch  Church- 
warden  or  Overfeer  to   fend  fuch  poor 
Perfon  to  the  Poor-houfe,  if  he   or  fhe 
{hall  appear  a  lit   Object  to  be  kept  and 
and  provided  for  there,  according  to  the 
true    Intent    and    Conftruction    of  -  this 
Act  (and  every  Perfon  receiving  Week- 
ly Relief,  fhall  wear  the  Badge  directed 
by  the  Act  made  in  the  Eighth  and  Ninth 
Years  of  the  Reign  of  King  William  the 
Third,  unlefs  directed  otherwife  by  a  Juf- 
tice  of  Peace,  upon  Proof  of  very  decent 
and  orderly  Behaviour) ;  or  if  it  fhall  ap- 
pear to  fuch  Juftice,  that  the  Perfon  fo  com- 
plaining, or  on  whofe  Behalf  fuch  Com- 
plaint is  made,  is  able  and  willing  to  work ; 
but  wants  Employment;   in  that  Cafe  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  fuch  Juftice  to 
5  order 
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order  the  Churchwarden  or  Overfeerofthe 

Poor  to  procure  him  or  her  Maintenance 

and  Employment,   upon  the  beft  Terms 

he  can,  with  ibme  reputable   Perfon    or 

Peribns,    in   or  near   the    Place   of  fuch 

poor   Perfon's    Refidence;    according  to 

the  Provisions  and  Directions  of  this  Act ; 

and  to  find  or  allow  fuch  Perfon  a  fuffici- 

ent  Maintenance  until  fuch  Employment 

can   be  procured  ;  and  if  any  Church-  Puniihment 

warden  or  Overfeer  mail,  upon  due  No- °f  Panj0t- 

r  r     i     r\     i  c   r  i         ncers,  tor 

tice   or  any  inch  Order,  reiuie   to   obey  difobeying 
the  fame,  he  mall  for  every  fuch  Refufal  ^e  Orders 
and   Neglea    forfeit   the    Sum    of  Five of  Juftices" 
Pounds  ;   or  if  it  mail  appear  to  fuch  Ju- 
ftice  that  the   Perfon  making  fuch  Com- 
plaint,  or  on  whofe    Behalf  fach  Com- 
plaint is  made,  is   an  idle  or    diforder- 
ly  Perfon,  and  has  not  uled  proper  Means 
to  get  Employment,  it  mall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  Juftice,    after  examining 
fuch  Perfon,  and  hearing  the  whole  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Cafe,  to  commit  fuch 
Perfon  to  the  Houfc  of  Correction,  there 
to   be  kept  to  hard  Labour  for  any  Time 
not  exceeding  Twelve  Calendar  Months, 
nor  lefs   than  Three  Calendar  Months  ;  Idle  or  difor_ 
or,  if  it  mall  appear  to  fuch  Juftice,  upon  derly  Per- 
Enquiry  as  aforefaid,    that  the  Hufband  f°n3'  ™?kjng 
or    Father  of  fuch  Perfon  making  Com-  tobePpimic!- 
plaint,  or   on  whofe    Behalf  Complaint ed- 
ihall   be  fo  made,  for   want   of  Relief, 
is  an  idle  or  diforderly  Perfon,   able  to 

work, 
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work,  but  by  his  Neglect  of  Work,  or 
for  want  of  ieeking  Employment,  or  by 
ipending  the  Money  he  earns  in  Ale- 
houfes,  or  Places  of  bad  Repute,  is  ren- 
dered unable  to  maintain  his  Wife  or 
Children,  and  fuffers  them  to  be  reduced 
Hufbands  to  Want,  it  {hall  and  may  be  lawful  for 

raefuffnagetnoS  fuch  Juftice  of  the  Peace  in  Iike  Manner 
work  for  the  to  commit  the  Huiband  of  fuch  poor  Wo- 

Maintenance  man    Qr  the  Father  of  fuch  poor  Child  Or 
of  their  Fa-     /-ui.j  /        TT      r       r    /-> 

milies,  to  be  Children,  to  the  Houje  oj  Correction^  in 
punifhed.  Manner  and  for  the  Time  aforefaid. 
Cafual  Poor,  XX.  And  whereas  it  frequently  hap- 
tion^Dif!"  Pens» that  poorPerfons  travelling  out  of  the 
trefs,  to  be  Places  of  their  Settlement,  are  vifited  with 
r  ^evere  Sickriefs1,  and,  not  having  the 
'  Means  of  Subfiftence,  are  expofed  to  great 
Hardfhips  from  the  Want  of  proper  Care 
and  Relief :  For  Remedy  whereof,  Be  it 
further  Enacted,  That  if  any  poor  Per- 
fon  mail  be  retarded,  on  his  or  her  Paf- 
fage  through  any  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or 
Place  in  which  he  or  me  has  no  legal  Set- 
tlement, by  reafon  of  his  or  her  being 
afflicted  with  any  dangerous  Sicknefs  or 
bodily  Infirmity,  without  the  Means  of 

1  This  Claufe  was  introduced,  to  prevent  the 
Cruelty  which  Parifti  Officers  have  been  guilty  of, 
by  fufFering  poor  Perfons,  opprefled  with  Sicknefs 
and  Infirmities,  to  lie  in  the  Streets,  or  Highways 
without  affording  them  any  Relief,  for  Fear  of 
bringing  a  Burden  upon  their  Parishes. 

Subfiftence, 


Subfiftence,  or  of  proceeding  to  the  Place 
of  his  or  her  Settlement,  it  ihall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  to 
convey  fuch  poor  Perfon  to  the  Houfe 
of  fome  Churchwarden  or  Overfeer  of 
the  Poor  living  near  the  Place  where  fuch 
diftreffed  Object  fhall  be,  who  is  hereby 
required  to  receive  and  provide  fuitable 
Nourimment  (and  Cloathing  if  neceiTary) 
for  fuch  Perfon,  until  he  or  Ihe  can  be 
removed  with  Safety ;  and,  fo  foon  as 
fuch  Perfon  mail  be  in  a  State  of  Health 
fit  to  be  removed,  mall  take  fuch  Per- 
fon to  fome  neighbouring  Juftice  of  the 
Peace  of  the  County,  Riding,  Divifion, 
City,  or  Place  where  fuch  Perfon  was 
found,  who  fhall  examine  him  or  her 
upon  Oath,  touching  the  Place  of  his 
or  her  Settlement,  and  make  an  Order 
for  his  or  her  Removal  thither,  if  he 
thinks  fit ;  and  the  Parifh  Officer  who  HQW  h 
fhall  fo  receive  and  provide  for  fuch  charges  are 
Perfon  or  Perfons  as  aforefaid,  fhall  make  to  beafcer- 
a  Charge  of  the  Expences  attending  the  e 
fame,  and  likewife  of  the  Expences  of 
burying  fuch  poor  Perfon,  if  he  or  me 
fhall  happen  to  die  there,  which,  on  be- 
ing allowed  and  certified  by  the  Juftice 
before  whom  fuch  poor  Perfon  fhall  be 
fo  taken,  or  fome  other  neighbouring 
Juftice,  within  the  Limit  where  fuch  Per- 
fon was  found,  the  fame  fhall  be  paid 
F  by 
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by  the  Churchwarden  or  Overfeer  of  the 
Poor  of  the  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place 
where  fuch  poor  Perfon  (hall  be  fettled, 
in  cafe  the  fame  can  be  difcovered,  on  De- 
mand made  thereof,  and  on  the  Production 
of  fuch  Allowance  and  Certificate  as 
aforefaid ;  or,  in  Default  of  Payment,  the 
fame  fliall  be  levied  upon  the  Goods  and 
Chattels  of  any  fuch  Churchwarden  or 
Overfeer  fo  making  Default,  after  due 
Summons,  by  Warrant  from  a  Juftice  of 
Peace  having  Jurifdiction  there;  but  in 
cafe  the  Settlement  of  fuch  poor  Perfon 
cannot  be  difcovered,  the  fame  fliall  be 
paid  by  the  Treafurer  of  fuch  County, 
Riding,  Divifion,  City,  or  Place,  on  the 
Production  of  fuch  Allowance  and  Cer- 
tificate, out  of  the  County  or  Public  Mo- 
ney to  be  collected  within  his  Limits, 
and  allowed  to  fuch  Treafurer  in  his 
Accounts. 
This  Aa  not  XXII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted, 

s°etatfemenhte  That  nothing  herein  contained  fliall  ex- 
of  any  Per-  tend,  or.be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  alter 
fon,  or  to  or  affect  the  Settlement  of  any  Perfon  or 
vifionsof  any  Perfons  whomfoever,  or  to  alter  or  affect 
Aft  paffed  any  of  the  Provifions,  Directions,  Rules, 

Town?of  ^  Orders>    or  Regulations,    eftabliihed  by 

Places.          any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament  for  the 

Management   and   Government  of  any 

particular  Houfe  of  Induftry  or  Work- 

houfe,    in   any  Part  of  this  Kingdom  ; 

t  any 


any  Thing  herein  contained  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  in  anywife  notwithstanding. 

XXIII.  And  be  it   further   Enacled, 

That  if  any  poor  Perfon,  who  fhall  be  for  poor  Per- 
ient  to  fuch  Houie  or  Houfes,  fhall  em-  j™  ^°ez_ 
bezzle  or  wafte  any  of  the  Goods  or  Ma*  zle  or  take 
terials  committed  to  his  or  her  Care,  or  *wa>r  Goods 
{hall   take  or  carry  away,  without  Per-  p0or-houfc» 
million  of  the  Governor,  any  Goods  or 
Materials  provided  for  the  Ufe  of  fuch 
Houfe,  or  belonging  to  any  Perfon  re- 
fiding  there;    Complaint   fhall  be   made 
thereof  upon  Oath  to  the  vifiting  Juftice, 
or  fome  other  Juftice  of  Peace  living  near 
iuch  Houfe  ;    who  fhall  hear  the  fame) 
and  the  Party  accufed  ;   and  fuch  Juftice 
is  hereby  authorifed  to  commit  fuch  Of- 
fender to  the  Houfe  of  Correction,  there 
to  be  whipped,  or  kept  to  hard  Labour 
for  any  Time  not  exceeding  Twelve  Ca- 
lendar Months,  nor  lefs  than  Three  Ca- 
lendar Months,  as  the  faid  Juftice  fhall 
think  fit. 

XXIV.  And   whereas    it   frequently  Punifhment 
happens1,   that  poor  Children,  pregnant  of  Parifh  Of4- 

Women, 


-  --  :  -  -  _  -  remove  poor 

i  T^U    D       T  u-    01      r  diftreffedOb- 

1  he  rrovilions  in  this  Claule  are  much  want-  •  D.  without 

ed  ;  the  cruel  Pra&ices  complained  of  are  frequent,  ieeaj  Order. 
and  arife  from  the  Motives  obferved  in  Claufe  ig. 
They  deferve  a  fevere  Punifhment;  but  as  the  Pro- 
ceedings by  Indiclment  are  tedious,  and  expensive 
to  the  Prcfecutor,  it  is  not  doubted,  but  this  by 
F  2  Penalty, 
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Women,  or  poor  Perfons  afflicted  with 
Sicknefs,  or  ibme  bodily  Infirmity,  are 
taken  or  conveyed  by  Parifh  Officers,  or 
other  Perfons,  from  one  Parifh  or  Place 
to  another,  without  any  legal  Order  of 
Removal,  in  order  to  eafe  the  one  Parifh 
or  Place,  and  to  burthen  the  other,  with 
fuch  poor  Perfons  :  For  Remedy  where- 
of, Be  it  further  Enacted,  That  when 
any  Perfon  or  Perfons  fhall  fo  remove, 
or  caufe  or  procure' to  be  fo  removed,  any 
fuch  poor  Perfon  or  Perfons  from  one 
Pariili  or  Place  to  another,  without  an 
Order  from  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  that 
Purpofe,  every  Perfon  or  Perfons  fo  of- 
fending fhall,  for  every  fuch  Offence, 
forfeit  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Twenty 
Pounds,  nor  lefs  than  Five  Pounds, 
Power  for  XXV.  And  be  it  further  Enaded, 

atus  of  any "  That  'll  ^a^  an&  ma7  ^>e  lawfal  for  the 
Parifh  to  fub-  Owners  or  Occupiers  of  Lands,  Tene- 
fhtuteaGuar-ment  Qr  Hereditaments,  within  any 

than  to  take  « 

Care  of  the 

Poor  in  the  ~  ~ — — - 

Church- ^    Penalty»  to  be   infli#ed  in  a   Tummary  Way,  will 

wardens"  and  ^ave  tils  defired  Effect,  and  deter  the  Pra&ice. 

Overfeers.  Some  Ciaufes   in  this  Bill,  not  particularly  ob- 

ferved  upon  in  thefe  Notes,   are    included    in  the 

general  Obfervations;  and    others,  being  only  to 

regulate  a::d  enforce  this  Plan  reflecting  the  Poor- 

houfes,  without  making  any  Alteration  in  the  pre- 

fent  Law-;,  concerning  any  other  Pariihes  or  Places, 

are  unr.eceffary  to  be  taken  Notice  of  in  thele  O L>- 

Icrvations. 

7  Parilh, 
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Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place  which  fhall 
adopt  the  Provifions  of  this  Acl,  quali- 
iied  as  aforefaid,    or  the  major  Part  of 
them,   at  a  Veftry   Meeting  to  be  held 
(after  due  Notice  given  of  the  Occafion 
of  fuch  Meeting)   in  the  Manner  afore- 
laid,    to  nominate   an  able   and  diicreet 
Perfon,    within  fuch   Parifh,    Townfhip, 
or  Place,  taattend  the  Monthly  Meetings  - 
herein  before  directed,   and  tranfacl,  in 
that  and  all  other  Refpecls,  the  Bufmefs- 
impofed  by  this  Acl:  upon  the  Church- 
wardens  and   Overfeers  of  the   Poor  of 
every  fuch  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place ; 
which  Perfon,  fo  to  be  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed, fhall  be  called  the  Guardian  of 
the  Poor,  and  mall  have,  and  is  hereby 
inverted  with,  all  the  Powers  and  Au- 
thorities given  by  this  Acl:,   or  by  any 
other  Acl  or  Acls  of  Parliament  now  in 
being,  to  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
feers of  the  Poor  ;   and  fhall  be  liable  to 
fuch  Forfeitures  and  Penalties,  for  Ne- 
glecl   of  Duty,    as   Churchwardens  and 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor  are  made  liable  by 
this   or    any   other  Acl   of  Parliament  ; 
which  Guardian,  fo   nominated,  fhall  be 
appointed  to  that  Office  by  a  Juftice  of 
Peace,    in    the    Form   contained    in  the 
aforefaid  Schedule,  No.  8.  or  to  that  or 
the  like  Effect,  for  One  Year ;  and  fhall 
forfeit  the  Sum  of  Five  Pounds,  if  he  de- 
F  3  clines, 
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clines,  without  juft  Caufc,  to  accept  and 

execute  the  fame  ;  and  if  juft  Caufe  fhall 

be  fhewn  againft  fuch  Appointment,  the 

Juftice  fhall  forthwith  appoint  fome  other 

fit  and  proper  Perfon  to  that  Office,  who 

fhall  incur  the  like  Penalty  for  refufmg  to 

accept  it;  and  the  faid  Guardian  lhall  he 

continued,  or  another  appointed  in  like 

Manner,   annually  in  Eafter  Week,  for 

every  fuch  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place;  and 

if  fuch  Guardian,  after  a  Year's  Probation 

in  that  Office,  fhall  be  approved  by  Two 

or  more  Juftices  acting  for  the  Divifion 

or  Diftrict  where  fuch  Parifh,  Townfhip, 

or  Place  fhall  be  fituate,  and  it  fhall  be 

the  Deiire  of  the  Perfons  contributing  to 

the  Poor's  Rates,   qualified  as  aforefaid, 

fignified  at  a  Veftry  Meeting,    that  he 

ihall  continue  in  that  Office,  and  he  fhall 

confent  thereto ;  then,  and  in  every  fuch 

Cafe,  the  Juftices  fhall  again  appoint  fuch 

Perfon  to  the  faid  Office,    and  fo  from. 

Year  to  Year,  as  long  as  fuch  Agreement 

fhall  be  made ;  and  that  it  fhall  and  may 

be  lawful,   after  fuch  firft  Year,  for  the 

Juftices,  in  their  Appointment,  to  infert 

fuch  Salary  for  the  faid  Guardian  as  fhall 

be  agreed  upon  at  fuch  Veftry  Meeting, 

if  they  approve  thereof;   which  fhall  be 

paid  out  of  the  Poor's  Rates  ;    and   all 

Notices  or  Applications  directed  by  this 

cr  any  other  Act  of  Parliament  to  bo 

given 
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given  or  made  to  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  (hall  be  given  and 
made  to  fuch  Guardian  of  the  Poor  ;  and 
in  cafe  fuch  Guardian  of  the  Poor  be  ap- 
pointed,  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
feers within   fuch  Parifh,   Townfhip,  or 
Place,  fliall  not  interfere  or  intermeddle 
in  the  Care  and  Management  of  the  Poor, 
in  any  other  Refpect  than  by  making  the 
Poor's  Rates,  and  collecting  the  Money 
from  the  Perfons  liable  to  pay  the  fame  ; 
and  fo  much  of  fuch  Money  as  (hall  be 
applicable  to  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  fhall  dian  be  ap- 
be  retained  in  the  Hands  of  One  of  the  on^of  the 
Churchwardens  or  Overfeers,  who  (hall,  Church- 
at  fuch  refpective  Veftry  Meetings,    be  gjjj£f 
nominated  for   that  Purpofe   to   be  the  to  be  Trea- 
Treaiurer  ;    and  the  Perfon  fo  to  be  ap- 
pointed  Guardian  of  the  Poor,  fhall  from 
Time  to  Time  draw  Drafts,  in  the  Form 
or  to   the  Effect   contained   in   the   faid 
Schedule,  No.  9.   upon  fuch  Treafurer, 
for  the  Payment  of  all  Bills,  and  the  ne- 
cefTary  Expences   attending  fuch  Houfe 
or  Houfes,   and  the  Poor  belonging  to 
the  faid  Parifhes,  Townfhips,   or  Places 
fo  united ;  expreffing  in  every  fuch  Draft 
the  Purpofes   for  which  fuch  Money  is 
wanted  ;    which  Treafurer  fhall  pay  the 
fame  upon  Demand  ;  and  the  Treafurer's 
Accounts  fhall  be  infpected  and  examined 
at  every  Monthly  Meeting,  and  fhall  be 
F  4  examined 


examined  and  paffed  Quarterly  by  the  . 
Churchwardens,  Overfeers,  and  Guar- 
dians (if  any),  at  the  laid  Houfe  or  . 
Houfes,  at  their  Monthly  Meetings,  af- 
ter they  fhall  have  been  verified  upon 
Oath  before  a  Juftice  of  Peace ;  and  the 
Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  Hands,  in 
cafe  he  fhall  not  be  continued  in  that 
Office,  mail  be  paid  to  his  Succeffor  in 
Three  Days  after  he  fhall  be  nominated. 
XXVI.'  And  be  it  further  Enacted, 
That  if  any  Viiitor,  Guardian,  Churc 
warden,  or  OA^erfeer,  fhall  fell  or  furniih 
any  Materials,  Goods,  Clothes,  Victuals, 
or  Provifions,  or  do  any  Work  in  his 
Trade,  for  the  Ufe  of  any  Workhoufe, 
Poor-houfe,  or  poor  Perfons  within  any 
Parim,  Townfhip,  or  Place  for  which 
he  fhall,  be  fo  appointed  to  act,  or  be 
concerned  in  Trade  or  Intereft  with  any 
Perfon  or  Perfons  who  fhall  fell,  pro-vide, 
do,  or  furnifh  the  fame,  he  fhall,  for 
every  fuch  Offence,  forfeit  a  Sum  not 
exceeding  Five  Pounds,  nor  lefs  than 
Fifty  Shillings,  on  being  duly  convicted , 
thereof  by  a  Juftice  of  Peace. 
Penalties  XXVII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted, 

how  to  be      That  all  Penalties  inflicted  by  this  Act 

recovered.       ^    in  Defau]t    Qf  Payment?    after  .<]ue 

Summons  and  Demand  made,  be  levied 
by  Diflrefs   and   Sale   of  the   Offender's 
Goods  and  Chattels,  by  virtue  of  a  War- 
rant 
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rant  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  any 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  having  Jurifdiction 
where  fuch  Offender  fhall  dwell,  ren- 
dering to  the  ft  id  Offender  the  Overplus 
(if  any),  after  the  Charges  of  fuch  Diftrefs 
and  Sale  fhall  be  deducted  ;  and  in  cafe 
fufficient  Diftrefs  fhall  not  be  found,  then, 
and  in  every  fuch  Cafe,  it  fhall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  any  fuch  Juflice  of 
the  Peace  to  commit  fuch  Offender  to  the 
Common  Gaol  or  Houfe  of  Correction, 
there  to  remain  without  Bail  or  Main- 
prize,  for  any  Space  not  exceeding  Six 
Calendar  Months,  nor  lefs  than  One  Ca- 
lendar Month  ;  and  that  every  fuch  Pe- 
nalty and  Forfeiture,  if  not  hereby  other- 
wife  directed  to  be  difpofed  of,  fhall  be 
paid  to  the  Governor  of  every  fuch  Houfe 
or  Houfes,  to  be  applied  by  him  towards 
defraying  the  Monthly  Expences  of  Vic- 
tuals, Beer,  Firing,  and  other  neceffary 
Provifions  for  the  Poor  within  fuch  Houfe 
or  Houfes. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted, 
That  this  Act  mall  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  be  a  Public  Act,  and  fhall  be  judicially 
taken  Notice  of  as  fuch  by  all  Judges, 
Juftices,  and  other  Perfons  whomfoever, 
without  fpecially  pleading  the  fame.- 


SCHEDULE, 
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SCHEDULE, 

Containing  the  Forms  of  Proceed- 
ings referred  to  by  the  aforefaid 
AS. 


No.  i. 

FORM  of  AGREEMENT,  at  a  Veftry 
Meeting,  for  a  fingle  Parifh  or 
Townfhip  to  adopt  the  Provi- 
fions,  Rules,  and  Regulations 
of  an  A6t  made  in  the 
Year  of  Geo.  III. 

IT  is  agreed,  at  a  Veftry  Meeting  duly 
held  this  Day  of  at 

in  the  County  of 

purfuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  faid 
Ad:,  that  the  Parifh  (or  Townfhip  of 
as  the  Cafe  fhall  be)  fhall 
from  henceforth  adopt,  in  all  Refpects, 
the  Provifions,  Rules,  Orders,  and  Re- 
gulations, and  comply  with  all  the  Re- 
quifites  prefcribed  by  the  faid  Act,  and 
that  our  Workhoufe  (if  there  is  one)  fhall 

be 
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be  immediately  fitted  up  and  accommo- 
dated for  the  Purpofes  mentioned  in  the 
laid  Act ;  (if  there  is  none)  we  will  forth- 
with provide  a  proper  Workhoufe,  either 
by  erecting  a  new  one,  or  hiring,  alter- 
ing, and  fitting  up  Buildings  fuitable  to 
the  Purpofe,  at  ibme  convenient  Place 
within  our  Parifh.  Given  under  our 
Hands,  &c. 


No.  2. 

FORM  of  CONSENT  and  APPROBA- 
TION of  the  Juftice. 


i 


A,  B,  Efquire,   one  of  his   Majefly's 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
of  refiding  and  acting  within 

the  Hundred,  &c.  of  (as  the 

Cafe  fhall  be),  within  the  faid  County, 
confidering  the  Parim,  Townfhip,  &c.  of 
within  the  faid  Hundred, 
&c.  to  be  of  Magnitude  fufficient  to  have 
a  Workhoufe  provided  within  it,  for  the 
Reception  and  Employment  of  the  aged, 
infirm,  and  impotent  Poor,  within  the 
true  Intent  and  Meaning  of  an  Act,  "  For 
'  the  better  Relief  and  Employment  of 
"  the  Poor,"  PafTed  in  the  Year 

of  the  Reign  of  King  Geo.  III.  do  hereby 

give 


[    76    ] 

give  my  Approbation  and  Confent  there- 
to, purfuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  laid 
Aft.     Given  under  my  Hand,  this 
Day  of 


No.  3. 

FORM  of  AGREEMENT  between  the 
Parifhioners  of  the  Parifhes  (or 
Townfhips,  as  the  Cafe  {hall  be) 
of  A.  B.  C.  and  D.  for  uniting 
in  hiring  a  Houfe  or  Houfes,  and 
providing  for  the  Maintenance 
and  Employment  of  a  certain 
Defcription  of  Poor,  purfuant  to 
the  Statute  of  the 
of  Geo,  III. 

IT  is  agreed,  this  Day  of 

17  by  and  between  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor 
,of  the  Parifhes  of  and 

and  of  the  Townfhips 
of  and 

in  the  County  of  (which 

maintain  their  own    Poor,  feparate  and 
diftincl:  from  the  other  Parts  of  their  re- 
fpective  Parifhes)  whofe  Names  are  here- 
unto 
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unto  fubfcribed,  purfuant  to  the  Opinion 
of  the  major  Part  of  the  Parifhioners  and 
Inhabitants  paying  to  the  Poor's  Levies, 
\vithin  fuch  refpective  Parifhes  and  Town- 
fhips,  at  Veftry  Meetings  duly  held  for 
that  Purpofe,  according  to  the  Direction 
of  the  faid  Act,  and  with  the  Approbation 
of  A.  B.  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  dwelling 
near  the  fame,  That  the  faid  relpective 
Parifhes  and  Townfhips  fhall,  for  the 
better  maintaining  and  employing  their 
Poor,  be  united,  by  virtue  of  the  Sta- 
tute made  in  the 

Year  of  the  Reign 

of  his  prefent  Majefty  ;  and  that  a  proper 
and  convenient  Houfe  or  Houfes,  with 
convenient  Land  for  Gardens,  Orchards, 
and  the  keeping  of  a  Cow  or  Cows,  fhall 
be  built,  purchafed,  or  hired  (as  the  Cafe 
{hall  be),  at  or  near  for  the 

Reception  and  Accommodation  of  the  faid 
Poor,  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be ; 
and  if  hired,  the  fame  fhall  be  hired  for 
Three  Years  certain,  with  an  Option  in 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overleers  of  the 
faid  Parifhes  and  Townfhips,  to  continue 
them  for  Three  Years  longer,  if  they 
fhall  think  fit,  and  fo  for  the  like  further 
Term  at  the  End  of  every  Three  Years : 
And  fuch  Houfes  fhall  be  fitted  up,  and 
faade  convenient  for  the  Purpofes  afore- 
mid,  at  the  Expence  of  (the  Landlords  or 

Tenants, 
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Tenants,  as  lhall  be  agreed  between 
them) ;  that  the  Rents  of  the  laid  Houfes, 
the  Expences  of  fitting  up,  making  Ad-1 
ditions  or  Alterations  (where  they  lhall 
be  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  Tenant)  and 
the  Furniture  thereof,  and  allo  the  Uten- 
lils  and  Materials  to  be  ufed  for  the  Pur- 
pole  of  employing  the  Poor,  and  the 
Wages  and  Allowances  to  be  paid  to  the 
Governor  to  be  appointed  to  the  Care  and 
Management  of  the  Houfes,  lhall  be  paid 
by  the  faid  feveral  Churchwardens  and 
Ovcrfeers,  in  their  due  Proportions,  ac- 
cording to  the  Amount  of  the  Money 
raifed  by  their  Poor's  Rates,  in  refpect  of 
their  Poor,  on  a  Medium  of  Three  Years 
preceding  fuch  Agreement ;  and  that 
fuch  Proportion  lhall  be  afcertained  by 
and  whom 

we  have  nominated  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and 
that  the  Money  earned  by  the  Labour  of 
fuch  Poor  lhall  be  brought  to  the  Credit 
of  that  Account  at  the  End  of  eveiy  Year ; 
that  the  Expences  of  Victuals,  Beer,  and 
Firing  for  the  Poor  and  the  Governor 
(and  Affiftants,  when  any  lhall  be  found 
necefiary)  in  every  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes, 
with  all  other  iinall  incidental  Expences, 
lhall  be  proportioned,  at  the  End  of  every 
Month,  according  to  the  Number  of 
Poor  which  lhall  be  lent  from  each  of  the 
faid  refpe&ive  Pariihes,  Townfliips,  and 

Places, 
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Places,  and  for  the  Time  they  {hall  have 
refided  there  within  fuch  Month  ;  that 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overfeers  of  the 
Poor  of  any  of  the  faid  Parifhes,  Town- 
fhipSj  or  Places,  mall  be  at  Liberty  to 
withdraw  from  this  Agreement  at  the 
End  of  the  Firft,  or  any  fucceeding  Three 
Years,  if  it  fhall  be  fo  determined  by 
Two-third  Parts  of  the  Inhabitants  and 
Parifhicners  paying  to  the  Poor's  Rates, 
and  qualified  as  aforeiaid,  at  a  Veftry 
Meeting  fuinmoned  by  due  Notice  as 
aforeiaid,  fpecifying  the  Occafion  of 
iuch  Meeting ;  and  in  fuch  Cafe  they 
mall  receive  their  due  Proportion,  to 
be  afcertained  as  aforefaid,  of  the  Value 
of  the  Furniture,  Stock,  Utenfils,  and 
Implements,  then  remaining  at  fuch  Poor 
Houfe,  to  be  fettled  upon  a  juft  and  fair 
Valuation  ;  that  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  each  Pariih, 
Townfhip,  and  Place,  mail  provide  fuit- 
able  and  convenient  Cloathing  for  the 
Poor  lent  to  the  laid  Houfe  or  Houfes, 
and  charge  the'Expences  thereof  in  their 
Accounts  :  And  we  do  further  agree,  that 
the  feveral  Rules,  Bye  Laws,  and  Regu- 
lations, made  or  authorifed  by  the  laid 
Acts,  or  either  of  them,  mail  be  fully 
and  completely  executed  and  enforced  at 
the  laid  Houfe  or  Houies. 

No.  4. 


No.  4. 

FORM  of  ENTRY  to  be  made  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  or  Town 
Clerk. 

E    it   remembered,    That    on    the 
Day  of  A.  B. 

depofited.  in  my  Hands  a  Copy  of  the 
Agreement  made  between  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Parifhes  or  Townfhips  of 
and  (as  the  Cafe  mall  be) 

in  the  County  of  for 

uniting  in  hiring  Houfes,  at  or  near 
in  the  faid  County,  and 
providing  for  the  Maintenance  and  Em- 
ployment of  a  certain  Defcription  of  poor 
Perfons  belonging  to  the  faid  Parifhes, 
Townfhips,  and  Places,  purfuant  to  the 
Statute  made  in  the 

Year  of 
the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty. 


No.  ?. 


No,  5. 
FORM  of  a  NOTICE  for  the  Meeting. 

NOTICE  is  hereby  given,  That  a 
Veftry  Meeting,  to  coniiilt  the 
Parifhioners  about  hiring,  purchafmg,  or 
building  (as  the  Cafe  (hall  be)  a  Houfe  or 
Houfes,  and  providing  for  the  Mainte- 
nance and  Employment  of  the  Poor,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Statute  of 

of  George  the 
Third,  will  be  held  at 
the  Day  of  at 

in  the  Forenoon. 


No.  6. 

FORM  of  ORDER  for  Admiffion  of 
Paupers. 

To  the  Governor  of  the  Poor-houfe  at  E. 

YOU  are  hereby  ordered  and  re- 
quired to  receive  A,  B.  [Defcribe 
his  or  her  Age,  and  whether  married  or 
fingle]  a  poor  Perfon  belonging  to  the 
Parim  or  Townlhip  (as  the  Cafe  fhall  be) 
of  in  the  County  of  D= 

G  into 
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into  the  Poor-houfe  at  E.  and  to  accom- 
modate and  provide  for  fuch  Peribn  in  a 
proper  Manner,  according  to  the  Rules, 
and  Eftablifhment  of  the  faid  Houfe. 
Given  under  my  Hand  this  Day 

of  17 

H.  G.  Overfeer, 
or  Churchwarden  (as  the  Gale  lhall  be). 


No.  7. 

FORM  of  a  LETTER  requefting  the 
Admiflion  of  a  poor  Ferfon  into 
the  Infirmary. 

To  the  Treasurer  of  the  Infirmary  at 

SIR, 

HAVING  been  appointed,   by  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Seffions  for  the 
County,    Riding,    Divifion,    City,    &c. 
(as  the  Cafe  fhall  be)  of  Vi- 

iitor  of  the  Poor-houfe  provided  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Employment  of  poor 
Perfons  at  in  the  laid  County, 

&c.  purfuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  Sta- 
tute made  in  the  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  his  prefentMajefty  King  George 
the  Third,  I  do  hereby  recommend  A.  B. 
afflicted  with  as  a  lit 

Object 
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Object  to  be  received  into  your  Infirmary, 
for  his  Relief  and  Cure,  purfuant  to  the 
Power  given  to  me  by  the  faid  Aft. 
Dated  this  Day  of  1 7 

A.  B. 

N.  B.  A  Certificate  from  the  Church- 
gardens  and  Overieers  of  the  Poor 
of  the  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place 
to  which  fuch  Peribn  belongs,  in  the 
common  Form  of  Certificates,  and 
attefted  by  Two  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
mall  be  delivered  with  the  above 
Letter. 


No.  8. 

FORM    of  APPOINTMENT  of  a 
Guardian. 

T  T  7  E  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  Two  of  his 

W  Majefty's  Juftices  of  Peace  for 
the  County  of  .  acting  for 

the  Hundred,  &c.  of  in  the 

faid  County,  do  hereby  appoint  E.  H.  of 

to  execute  the  Office  of 
Guardian  of  the  Poor  for  the  Parifh,  &c. 
of  within  the  faid  Hun- 

dred, &c,  for  One  Year,  to  be  computed 
from  to  which  he  has  been 

G  2  eleded 
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elected  at  a  Veftry  Meeting,    held  tlie 
Day  of  purfuant 

to  the  Directions  of  the  Act  parTed  in 
the  Yeaj*  of  the  Reign  of  his 

Majefty  King  George  the  Third,  for 
the  better  Relief  and  Employment  of  the 
Poor  (in  the  Cafes  where  a  Salary  is  to  be 
allowed,  infert  the  following  Words). 
And  we  do  hereby  direct  that  he  mall  re- 
ceive for  his  Trouble  the  Sum  of 

which  was  agreed  at  the  faid  Vef- 
try to  be  allowed  him,  and  which  we 
think  a  reafonable  Sum.  Given  under 
our  Hands  this  Day  of 


No.  9. 

FORM  of  a  DRAFT  by  the  Guardian 
on  the  Treafurer. 

To  A.  B.  Treafurer  for  the  Poor  (of  the 
Parifh  or  Townfhip  of  as 

the  Cafe  {hall  be). 

YOU  are  hereby  authorifed  and  di- 
rected to  pay  to  C.  D.  the  Sum  of 
for  [Here  defcribe  the 
Occafion   of  the  Payment,    whether  for 
Houfe  Rent,   Proviiions,   Goods,  Uten- 
fils,  Cloathing,  or  for  Weekly  Relief  of 

poor 


poor  Perfons,  &c.  &c.  as  the  Cafe  fhall 
be],  and  take  his  Receipt  for  the  fame, 
which  will  be  your  Difcharge  for  fuch 
Payment.  Dated  this  Day  of 

17 

E.  H. 

Guardian  of  the  Poor  for  the  (Parifh 
or  Townlhip)  aforefaid. 


RULES,  ORDERS,  BYE-LAWS,  and 
REGULATIONS,  to  be  obferved 
and  enforced  at  every  POOR- 
HOUSE  to  be  provided  and  efta- 
blifhed  under  the  Authority  of 
the  A<ft  of  the  of 

Year  of  King  George 
the  Third. 

I.  rTnHAT  the  feveral  Perfons  who 
fhall  be  fent  to  any  fuch  Poor- 
houfe,    who  are  capable   of  doing  any 
Work,  fhall   be  employed  by  the    Go- 
vernor in   fome   Labour  which   may   be 
beft  fuited  to  their  Strength  and  Capacity. 
2.  That  the  Governor  fhall  take  par- 
ticular Care  to  keep  the  faid  Houfe,  and 
the  feveral  Apartments  therein,  and  alfo 
03  the 
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the  feveral  Perfons  who  fhall  inhabit  the 
fame,  clean  and  wholefome ;  and,  for 
that  Purpofe,  he  fhall  employ  fuch  of  the 
faid  poor  Perfons  who  fhall  be  fent  thi- 
ther, whom  he  fhall  think  moil  able  and 
beft  qualified  for  the  Offices,  to  affift 
him  therein,  and  alfo  in  the  providing 
and  dreffmg  Victuals  for  the  Ufe  of  fuch 
poor  Perfons. 

3.  That  the  Governor  fhall,    at  the 
Hour  of  in  Winter,  and  the  Hour 
of               in  Summer,   call  together  the 
feveral  Perfons  who  mail  refide  in  fuch 
Houfe  or  Houfes?  and  are  able  to  attend, 
by  a  Bell,  or  fome  other  proper  Means, 
and  fhall  read  to  them,  in  a  diftincl;  Man- 
ner, and  with  an  audible  Voice,  in  cafe 
no  Clergyman  fhall  be  procured  to  at- 
tend  that  Duty,    Prayers    felected  from 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England, 
to  be  approved  by  the  Minifter  of  the 
Parifh  or  Place  where  every  fuch  Houfe 
fhall  be  fituate ;   which  Prayers  fhall  be 
written  or  printed  in  a  Book  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
feers. 

4.  That  the  Apartments  in  the  Houfe 
or  Houfes  to   bs  provided  as  aforefaid, 
fhall  be  adapted  fo  as  to  accommodate  the 
Poor,  who  mall  be  fent  thither  in  the  belt 

Manner  they  are  capable. That  the 

Governor  fha-ll  place  in  the  beft  Apart- 

8  ments, 
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nients,  fuch  poor  Perfons  who,  having 
been  creditable  Houfekeepers,  are  re- 
duced by  Misfortune ;  in  Preference  to 
thofe  who  are  become  poor  by  Vice  and 
Idlenefs ;  and  that  feparate  Apartments 
fhall  be  provided,  for  the  Reception  of 
the  fick  and  diftempered  Poor,  and  an 
Apothecary  or  Surgeon  to  be  fent  for  to 
attend  them,  when  there  fhall  appear 
Neceffity  for  it;  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Parifh  or  Place  to  which  fuch  poor  Per- 
fons belong. 

5".  That  fuch  poor  Perfons  who  are 
able  to  work,  fhall  be  called  up,  by  Ring 
of  Bell,  and  fet  to  work  by  in  the 

Morning  from  Lady-day  to  Michaelmas, 
and  by  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady- 

day  ;    and  continue  until  in  the 

Afternoon,  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady- 
day,  and  from  Lady-day  to  Michaelmas 
till  in  the  Afternoon  (Meal  Times 

and  Times  for  reafonable  Recreation  ex- 
cepted) ;  and  if  any  fuch  poor  Perfon 
ihall  refufe  or  neglect  to  dq  fuch  Work 
as  mail  be  allotted  him  or  her,  or  wil- 
fully fpoil  the  fame,  or  depart  from  fuch 
Houfe  without  Leave  from  the  Gover- 
nor, or  fhall  be  guilty  of  any  Diforder  or 
Diibbedience  to  thefe  Rules  and  Orders, 
the  Governor  fhall  reprove  fuch  Peribn 
for  the  fame,  and  puniih  him  or  her  by 
Confinement  or  Alteration  of  Diet,  as  the 
G  4  faid 
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faid  Governor  fhall  think  fit ;  and  if  fuch. 
Perfon  mall  be  guilty  of  the  like  Offence 
a  Second  Time,  the  Governor  (hall  com- 
plain thereof  to  the  Vifitor  of  fuch  Houfe, 
who  is  hereby  authorifed  to  order  the 
Punifhment  to  be  increafed  to  fuch  De- 
gree as  he  mail  think  fit. 

6.  That  the  Governor  fhall  enter  in  a 
Book  to  be  kept  by  him,  an  Account  of 
the  Houfehold  Goods,  Linen,  Furniture, 
and  Utenfils  provided  for  the  faid  Houfe  ; 
and  alfo    an   Account    of  the  Materials 
bought    for    Manufacture,    and    of  the 
Goods  manufactured  there  ;  which  fhall 
be  laid  before   the   Churchwardens   and 
Overfeers  at  their  Monthly  Meeting,  and 
before  the  Vifitor  whenever  he  comes  to 
fuch  Houfe. 

7.  That  the  Governor  fhall  vifit  the 
feveral  Perfons  maintained  in  fuch  Houfe 
or  Houfes,  and  their  Apartments,  Once 
at  leaft  in  every  Day  ;  and  mail  take  care 
that  there  is  no  Wafte  of  Fire,   Candles, 
or  Provifions  ;  and  fhall  fee  that  the  Fires 
and  Candles  are  put  out  at  the  Hours 
fixed    for   fuch  Perfons   going    to  Bed, 
which  fhall  be  between  Michael- 
mas and  Lady-day,  and  between- 
Lady-day  and  Michaelmas. — And  that  if 
any  Irregularity  or  Diforder  mall  be  com- 
mitted by  any  fuch  poor  Perfon,  the  Go- 
vernor fliall  complain  thereof  to  the  Vi- 
fitor 


fitor  of  fuch  Houfe,  who  is  hereby  au- 
thorifed  to  adjuft  and  regulate  the  fame 
in  fuch  Manner  as  he  Ihall  think  fit,  and 
to  order  the  Offender  to  he  puniihed  by 
Confinement,  or  Alteration  of  Diet,  as 
he  (hall  judge  moft  proper. 

8.  That  when  any  Perfon  mall  die  in 
the  Houfe,  the  Governor  fhall  take  care 
that  fuch  Perfon  is  decently  buried  -j   and 
allo  take  care  of  the  Clothes  and  Goods 
of  fuch  Perfon,  and  deliver  them  to  the 
Churchwarden   or  Overfeer  of  the  Poor 
of  the  Parifh  or  Place  to  which  fuch  Per- 
fon did  belong,  who  is  to  pay  the  Charges 
of  the  Funeral  of  fuch  poor  Perfon. 

9.  That   no  Perfon   be  permitted   to 
come  into  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes,  except 
the   Perfons    maintained    and    employed 
there,  without  the  Permiflion  of  the  Go- 
vernor ;    and  that  no  Spirituous  Liquors 
be  permitted  to  he  drank  in  fuch  Houfe 
or  Houfes  ;    and  that  no  other  Liquors 
fhall    be    brought    thither,    without    the 
Permiflion  of  the  Governor. 

10.  That  the  Rules,  Orders,  and  Bye- 
laws,  fhall  be  publicly  read  by  the  Gover- 
nor, to  all  the  poor  Perfons  kept  in  fuch 
Houfe  or  Houfes,  Once,  at  leaft,  in  every 
Three  Months. 

11.  That  all  the  poor  Perfons  able  to 
ro  to  Church,  fhall  go  to  the  Church  or 

Chapel 
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Chapel  of  the  Parifh  or  Place  where  fueh 
Poor-houfe  is  lituate,  and  attend  Divine 
Service  there  every  Sunday  in  the  Morn- 
ing and  Afternoon. 


[    9!     3 


BILL 

[INTENDED  TO  BE  PROPOSED] 

For  amending  and  rendering  more 
effectual,  the  Laws  in  being  re- 
lative to  Houfes  of  Correction. 


T  T  7  HEREAS,  by  an  Ad  made  in  Preamble, 
Vy  the  Seventh  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  his  late  Majefty  King  James  the  Firft,  ' 
for  the  due  Execution  of  divers  Laws 
and  Statutes  theretofore  made  againft 
Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and  Sturdy  Beg- 
gars, and  other  lewd  and  idle  Perfons, 
Houfes  of  Correction  are  directed  to  be 
provided  in  every  County,  and  furnifh- 
ed  with  all  neceffary  Mills,  and  other 
Implements,  to  fet  the  Rogues,  Vaga- 
bonds, and  Sturdy  Beggars,  and  <  ther 
idle  and  diforderly  Pcribns,  to  work,  at 
the  Expence  of  every  fuch  County,  by 
order  of  the  Juilices  of  the  Peace  at  their 
General  Quarter  Seffions  ;  who  are  alfo 
to  appoint  a  Governor  or  Mailer  of  every 

fuch 
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fuch  Houfe  of  Correction,  with  Power 
to  fet  the  faid  Perfons  on  work  : 
II.  And  whereas,  by  an  Adt  made  in  the 
Seventeenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his 
late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second, 
to  amend  and  make  more  effectual  the 
Laws  relating  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds, 
and  other  idle  and  diforderly  Perfons, 
and  to  the  Houfes  of  Correction,  the 
Juftices  are  authorized,  upon  Prefent- 
ment  by  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  Aflize-s, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Correction  is  not  fuf- 
ficient,  or  properly  convenient,  by  Order 
at.  their  General  Quarter  Seffions  of  the 
Peace,  to  enlarge,  or  buy  or  hire  a  more 
convenient  Houfe,  or  to  purchafe  Land 
for  fuch  Buildings,  and  for  a  convenient 
Outlet,  and  to  erect  fuch  Houfes,  and 
to  raife  upon  the  County  fuch  Sums  of 
Money  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  thofe 
Purpoies : 

And  whereas,  by  many  other  Acts  of 
Parliament,  Perfons  are  directed  to  be 
fent,  by  Warrants  from  Jfcftices  of  the 
Peace,  to  the  Houfes  of  Correction,  there 
to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour  for  a  limited 
Time : 

And  whereas,  in  many  Counties,  the 
faid  Houfes  of  Correction  are  infufficient 
in  Number,  or  deficient  in  Building,  and 
the  Apartments  in  them  are  very  ill  ac- 
commodated to  the  Purpofes  for  which 
2  they 
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they  were  intended  ;  by  Means  whereof, 
and  from  a  Want  of  due  Order,  Regu- 
larity, and  Difcipline  in  fuch  Houfes  of 
Correction,  the  Perfons  fent  thither 'for 
Correction  and  Reformation  frequently 
grow  more  difTolute  and  abandoned  dur- 
ing their  Continuance  in  fuch  Houfes. 

I.  For  Remedy  whereof,  Be  it  Enacted  Quarter  Sef- 
by  the  KING's  Moft  Excellent  MA-  fi°n  to  nomi 
JESTY,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Con-  ™£*  ^e  ^* 
fent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  infpea  the 
and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament 
affembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
fame ;  That  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
in  every  County,  Riding,  Diviiion,  City, 
Liberty,  and  Precinct,  within  England 
and  Wales,  at  their  refpective  Quarter 
Semons  of  the  Peace  to  be  held  next  af- 
ter Midfummer  from  the  Time  of  paiT- 
ing  this  Act,  mail,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  nominate  One  or  more  Juftice 
or  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  within  their  re- 
fpective Jurifdictions,  whom  they  mail 
think  moft  proper,  to  examine  and  infpect 
the  feveral  Houfes  of  Correction  within 
their  refpective  Jurifdictions;  and  the  Juf- 
tice or  Juftices  ib  to  be  nominated  is  and 
are  hereby  required  carefully  and  diligently 
to  infpect  the  fame,  with  all  convenient 
Speed,  and  to  report  his  or  their  Opinion* 
to  the  Juftices  of  their  refpective  Jurif- 
dictions, at  the  Michaelmas  Quarter  Sef- 

fioas 


fions  then  next  following,  as  to  the  State? 
and  Condition  thereof,  and  the  Increafe 
of  Number,  or  Additions  or  Alterations 
which  they  may  judge  necefiary,  to  make 
them  more  convenient  and  uieful,  hav- 
ing Regard  to  the  clafling  of  the  ieveral 
Perfons  who  fliall  be  kept  there ;  accord- 
ing to  the  Nature  of  their  Crimes,  and 
Punimments;  and  to  the  providing  pro- 
per Places  for  the  Employment  of  fuch 
Perfons  who  are  committed  for  hard  La- 
bour ;  and  to  the  keeping  every  Part  of 
To  procure  fuch  Prifons  clean  and  wholefome ;  and 
Plans  and  faQ  fa£  Tuftjces  fo  to  be  nominated,  are 

tfhmatesof    .  J        .       ,  , 

Buildings,     hereby  required  to  employ  proper  and 
&c>  fkilful  Workmen    to    make    Plans    and 

Eftimates  of  new  Buildings,  or  the  Ad- 
ditions or  Alterations  which  they  mall 
think  neceflary  in  the  prefent  Buildings, 
to  make  them  anfwer  the  feveral  Pur- 
pofes  of  this  Ad  ;  which  Plans,  together 
with  the  Report  of  the  faid  Juftice  or 
Juftices,  mall  be  laid  before  the  Court, 
at  the  faid  Michaelmas  Quarter  Seflions; 
which  Court  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  conlider  the  fame,  and,  if 
they  approve  fuch  Plans,  to  adjourn  the 
Quarter  Seflions  to  a  further  Day,  for 
receiving  Propofals  from  Perfons  inclined 
to  undertake  fuch  Work,  of  which  due 
Notice  mail  be  publifhed,  and  then  to 
contract  with  fuch  Perfons  whom  they 

fhali 
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{Kail  think  mod  proper  to  do  the  fame, 

or,  if  they  difapprove  fuch  Plans  cr  Efti- 

mates,  to  direct  fuch  others  to  be  made 

as  they  fhall  think  fit,  and  adjourn  their 

Quarter   Seflions  to  fome  further  Day, 

to  receive  fuch  new  Plans  and  Eftimates,  Court  of 

and  alfo  Propofals  from  Perfons  inclined  Q^arter  Sef- 

to  undertake  the  Work  :  And   the  Juf-  Contraas*  * 

tices,  in  fettling  and  adjufting  fuch  Plans, 

are  hereby  required  to  provide  feparate 

Apartments,  for  all  Perfons   committed 

upon  Charges  of  Felony,  or  convicted  of 

any  Theft  or  Larceny,  and  committed  to 

the  Houfe  of  Correction  for  Punimment 

by  hard  Labour,  under  or  by  virtue  of 

the  Laws  in  being,  in  order  to  prevent 

any  Communication  between  them  and 

the   other    Prifoners ;    and  alfo    proper 

Apartments,  covered  or  open,  as  fhall  be 

found  moft  convenient,    for  employing 

the  feveral  Perfons  who  are  to  be  kept 

to    hard  Labour ;  and   they  are  alfo  to 

provide  feparate  Apartments,  in  each  Di- 

vifion  of  the  faid  Houfe    of  Correction, 

for  the  Women  who  mail  be  committed 

thither. 

II.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Quarter  Sef- 
as  foon  as  fuch  Buildings  fhall  be  made,  or  fon  to  order 
altered,  and  completed,  according  to  the  l-henl to  be  , 

TV      xx'  c       r  •  i       i         T    n-       °     /*  -fitted  up  and 

Directions  aiorelaid,  the  Jultices  of  the  funuihed. 
Peace,  at  their  General  Quarter  Seflions, 
fhall  order  them  to  be  fitted  up  and  fur- 

niihed 
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nifhed  in  fuch  Manner  as  to  them  fhall 
feem  fit;  and  fhall  alfo  provide  fuch 
Mills,  Looms,  Utenfils,  and  Implements, 
as  they  fhall  judge  proper,  for  employing 
the  feveral  Peribns  who  ihall  be  com- 
mitted to  fuch  Houfes  of  Correction  for 
To  receive  a  hard  Labour ;  and  the  faid  Juftices  fhall, 

foifs°inPCuf-  at  ev£I7  General  QHarter  Seffions  of  the 
tody.  Peace,    call    upon   the    Keeper    of  fuch 

Houfe  of  Correction,  to  produce  to  them 
in  Writing  a  Lift  of  the  feve'ral  Perfons 
then  in  Cuftody,  with  a  Defcription  of 
the  Offence  or  Offences,  and  the  Time 
for  which  every  fuch  Perfon  was  com- 
mitted, diflinguifhing  particularly  thofe 
who  are  directed  by  the  Warrant  of  Com- 
mitment to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour,  and 
alfo  diftinguifhing  the  Age  and  Sex  of 
every  fuch  Perfon  committed  to  hard 
Labour,  and  in  what  Trade,  Manufac- 
ture, or  Bufinefs,  every  fuch  Perfon  hath 
been  employed,  and  what  he  or  fhe  hath 
been  moft  accuftomed  to,  and  is  beft 
qualified  for,  and  how  each  Perfon  has 
behaved  during  his  or  her  Confinement, 
according  to  the  beft  of  his  Information 
and  Obfervation  ;  which  Lift  the  Keeper 
of  every  fuch  Houfe  of  Correction,  is 
hereby  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver 
to  the  Chairman  of  fuch  Court  of  Quarter 
Seffions,  as  foon  as  fuch  Court  fhall  be 
affembled  •  and  the  Court  Ihall,  before 

the 
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the  End  of  that  Seffion,  give  fuch  Direc-  TO  direct 
tions  for  the  future  Employment  of  the  their  Em~ 
laid  feveral  Prifoners,    as  to  them  mail  p 
feem  meet ;   and  the  Juftices  mail,  at  their  TO  provide 
General  Quarter  Seffion    of  the    Peace,  Mate.-: 
from  Time  to  Time,  order  and  direct  a 
fufficient  Quantity  of  Materials  for  Ma- 
nufatturesj    to  be  provided  for  the  Uie 
and  Employment  of  the  feveral  Perfons 
who  mail  be  committed  to  fuch  Houfes 
of  Correction,  for  hard  Labour,  of  fuch 
Kinds,   as  they  in  their  Difcretion  mail 
think  moft  proper,  and  mail  employ  fome 
fit    Perfon    to  be    the   Keeper    of   fuch 
Houfe  of  Correction,  and  may  appoint 
a   temporary  Affiftant,    to    inftruct   fuch 
Prifoners  in  any  Bulinefs,  or  Branch  of 
Manufacture,    which    the    Juftices  mall 
think  moft  proper  to  be  fet  on  Foot,  and 
undertaken  there. 

III.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Rules  and 
the  Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations  fpe-  Prde"  ™a/ 
cified  and  contained  in  the  Schedule  here-  court  of 
unto  annexed,  for  the  better  Rule  and  Quarter 
Government  of  the  Perfons  to  be  c6m-    e  l° 
mitted  to  the  faid  Houfes  of  Correction, 
mail  be  duly  obierved  and  enforced  at 
every  fuch  Houfe  of  Correction;  fubject 
neverthelefs  to  fuch  Additions,  Variations, 
and  Alterations,  as  mail  from  Time  to 
Time  be  made  by  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County,   Ridine,  Divifion,  City, 
H  Town, 
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Town,  or  Place,  wherein  fuch  Houfe  of 
Correction  mall  be  fituate  ;  at  their  Quar- 
ter Seflions  which  fhall  be  held  next  after 
Midfummer  or  Michaelmas,  and  which 
they  are  hereby  authorifed  to  make  at 
their  Difcretion  ;  and  for  the  Purpofe  of 
having  them  more  generally  known,  and 
more  ftrictly  attended  to,  the  Governors 
or  Keepers  of  every  fuch  Houfe  of  Cor- 
rection fhall,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired, to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  printed  in 
plain  legible  Characters,  and  fixed  up  in 
fome  ccnfpicuous  Part  of  every  fuch 
Prifon. 
Expences  to  IV.  And,  in  order  to  defray  the  Ex- 

Pences  °f  tlie  feveral  Matters  and  Things 
herein  before  directed  to  be  done,  refpect- 
ing  Houfes  of  Correction,  and  other  Ex- 
pences necefTary  to  the  Execution  of  this 
Act  ;  not  herein  particularly  provided  for, 
Be  it  further  Enacted,  That  the  Juftices 
of  the  Peace,  at  their  General  Quarter 
Seffions,  may  and  fhall  caufe  fuch  Sums 
of  Money,  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  all  or 
any  of  thofe  Purpofes,  to  be  raifed  in  the 
fame  Manner  as  Rates  are  directed  to  be 
raifed  by  an  Act,  made  in  the  Twelfth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty 
King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  "  An 
"  Act  for  the  more  eafy  affefling,  col- 
"  lecting,  and  levying  of  County  Rates.'* 


the  County 
Races  are. 


V.  And 
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V.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Preferments 
from  and  after  the  paffing  of  this  Act,  ™>'  j*,™c*ae 
the  Want  of  Houfes  of  Correction,    or  of  Peace,  23 
the  Infufficiency    thereof,   may   be   pre-  *Xdl  *•!  bY  the 

r  i/-i  rs^.  c>    T  i       Grand]. 

fented  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  beihons,  by 
a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  acting  for  fuch  Di- 
viiion or  Diftrict,  on  his  own  View  or 
Knowledge  thereof;  as  well  as  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  purfuant  to  the  Directions 
of  the  laid  Act  of  the  Seventeenth  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Prifoners 

it  lhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Cover-  m*'f  ^e  em- 
nor  or  Keeper  of  every  Houfe  of  Cofrec-  though  not 
tion ;   and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  employ  committ-d 
all    fuch    Perfons  as'  lhall    be   Prifoners  ^^ 
therein,  and  kept  and  maintained  at  the 
Expence   of  the   County,    Diviiion,    or 
Dkcrict  wherein  fuch  Houfe  of  Correc- 
tion is  fituate,  in  iome  Work  cr  Labour 
which  is  not  fevere ;  although  fuch  Pri- 
foner  was  not,  by  the  Juilice's  Wr arrant, 
committed   to  be  kept   to  Labour ;  and 
every  fuch  Governor  or  Keeper  fhall  en- 
ter a  feparate  Account,  of  the  Work  done 
by  every  Perfon  under  that  Defcription, 
and  lhall  account  with,  and  pay  to  him 
or  her,  One  Half  of  the  neat  Money  which 
he  or  l~he  lhall  earn. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  x0  Gc 

no  Perfon  or  Perfons,  who  lhall  be  Go-  nc\of  H?.l:& 
vernor  or  Keeper  of  any  Houfe  of  Cor-  ^rmitredUo1 

H    2  rectioil,  fell  Wine, 

Ale,  &c. 


oour. 


region,  or  who  fhall  have  any  Office  or1 
Employment,  as  Affiftant  or  otherwife^ 
under  fuch  Governor  or  Keeper  of  fuch 
Houfe  of  Correction,  fhall  fell,  or  be  ca- 
pable of  being  licenfed  to  fell,  or  have 
any  Benefit  or  Advantage  whatfoever, 
directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  Sale  of 
any  Wine,  Ale,  Beer,  Spirituous  or 
other  Liquors,  during  the  Time  of  fuch 
Employment ;  and  every  Perfon  offend- 
ing therein  fhall,  on  Complaint  made 
upon  Oath,  and  Conviction  for  the  faid 
Offence,  before  a  Magiftrate  having  Ju- 
rifdiction  there,  forfeit  the  Sum  of  Ten 
Pounds,  and  fhall  be  difmilfed  from  his 
Employment  as  Governor  or  Keeper,  or 
as  Affiftant  in  fuch  Houfe  of  Correction ; 
by  Order  of  the  Juftices,  at  their  next 
General  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace, 
on  Proof  being  made  upon  Oath  before 
them  of  the  faid  Offence ;  and  that  no 
Wine,  Ale,  Spirituous  or  other  Liquors, 
fhall  be  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Cor- 
rection, to  be  drank  there,  without  the 
Permiffion  of  the  Governor  or  Keeper 
thereof ;  and  that  the  Directions  given  by 
the  faid  laft-mentioned  Act,  for  the  In- 
fpection  and  Controul,  by  the  Juftices, 
over  the  Mafter  or  Keeper  of  every  fuch 
Houfe  of  Correction,  fhall  be  ftrictly  ad^ 
hered  to  and  enforced ;  and  every  fuch 
Governor  and  Keeper  punifhed  for  his 

Negleft 


Neglect  of  Duty,  or  Mifbehaviour,  ao 
cording  to  the  Directions  of  the  faid  Act. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  part  Of  GO- 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  in  their  refpec-  vemor's  Sa- 
tire'Quarter  Seffions,  when  they  fix  the  f^^ 
Salarv  for  the   Governor  t  or  Keeper  of  Profits  on 
the  Houfe  of  Correction,'  fhall,  and  are  Labour- 
hereby  required  to  eftimate  and  allow  a 

Part  of  fuch  Salary  to  be  paid  by  ibme 
Proportion  of  the  neat  Profit  to  be  earned 
by  the  Prifoners  confined  in  fuch  Houfe 
of  Correction,  from  their  Work  and 
Labour. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Cells  for  Re* 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  in  their  Gene-  formation  of 
ral  Quarter  Seflions,  {hall,  and  are  hereby  prOD2te> 
required  to  provide,  in  every  fuch  Houfe 

of  Correction  as  aforefaid,  fome  feparate 
Rooms  or  Cells,  of  fmall  Dimenfions,  for 
the  Reception,  Punifhment,  and  Refor- 
mation of  the  more  reprobate  and  dilor- 
derly  Perfons  who  fhall  be  committed 
thither ;  and  that  the  Perfons  who  fhall 
be  confined  in  fuch  Cells  lhall  be  kept 
apart  from  others. 

X.  And  be  it  further  Enacted  a,  That  Some  JufUce 
the   Juftices   of  the  Peace,  at  their  Mi- to  .be  aP-. 

T_      ,  pointed  Vi- 

chaelmasjtor< 

*  The  Magiftrates  who  undertake  the  Office  of 

Vifitors,  will  have  great  Merit ;  and  they  will  find 

it  a  very  important  Part  of  their  Duty  to  give  the 

peceffary  Directions  to  the  Governor,  to  feparate 

H  3  and 


A  Minifter 
may  be  ap- 
pointed for 
reading 
Prayers, 


cliaelmas  Quarter  Seffions  in  every  Year, 
fhall  appoint  One  or  more  Juflice  or  Juf- 
tices,  refiding  within  the  Limit  where 
every  fuch  Houfe  of  Correction  mail  be 
fituate,  to  be  the  Vifitor  or  Vifitors  there- 
of ;  who  lhall  infpect  the  fame  as  often 
as  it  fhall  be  neceflary,  in  order  to  fee 
that  the  Perlbns  committed  thither  are 
properly  employed,  and  the  Rules  and 
Orders  duly  obferved  and  enforced;  and 
fhall  give  fiich  Directions,  as  he  or  they 
{hall  find  neceffary  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and 
alfo  make  a  Report  of  the  State  and  Con- 
dition in  which  he  or  they  find  the  fame, 
from  Time  to  Time,  to  the  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  at  their  General  Quarter  Sef- 
fions ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  paif- 
ing  of  this  Act,  no  Woman  mall  be  ca- 
pable of  being  appointed  Governor  or 
Keeper  of  any  Houfe  of  Correction. 

XL  And  be  it  further  Enaded,  That 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  at  their  Gene- 
ral Quarter  Seffions,  may,  if  they  think 
fit,  appoint  a  Minifter  of  the  Church  of 
England,  refiding  in  or  near  the  Place 
where  every  fuch  Houfe  of  Correction 
fhall  be  fituate,  to  perform  Divine  Ser- 


and  employ  the  Prifoners  in  a  proper  Manner,  ac- 
cording to  the  Intention  and  Direction  of  the  A& ; 
2nd  alfo  to  lee  that  thofe  Dire<5tions  are  duly  ob- 
ferved. 


vice 


vice  there,  every  Sunday,  and  may  ap- 
point fuch  Salary  for  his  Trouble,  as  they 
fliall  think  fit,  not  exceeding  Tv 
Pounds  per  Annum,  to  be  paid  by 
Treafurer  of  the  County,  Riding,  I 
fion,  or  Place  where  fuch  Houfe  fhall  be 
fituate,  out  of  the  County  Rates,  or  other 
Public  Money  to  be  collected  therein  ; 
and  the  Governor  or  Keeper  cf  every 
fuch  Houfe  of  Correction  fhall,  anc 
hereby  required  to  call  the  Priloners  toge- 
ther, by  Bell,  or  otherwhe,  into  fome 
convenient  Room  within  the  faid  Prifon, 
at  iome  convenient  Hour,  in  every  Day 
whereon  no  fuch  MiniPier  fliall  attend, 
and  then  and  there  read  to  them  in  a 
diitind:  manner,  and  with  an  audible 
voice,  Prayers  felected  from  the  Liturgy 
of  the  Church  of  England,  to.be  approved 
by  the  Minified  of  the  Parilh  or  Place, 
where  every  fuch  Houfe  of  Correction 
fhall  be  fituate ;  which  Prayers  fhall  be 

* 

written  or  printed  in  a  Bock  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Treafurer  of  the  County, 
Diviiion,  or  Diftricl,  wherein  fuch  Houfe 
of  Correction  fhall  be. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  Enaded,  That 
this  Acl:  fhall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and 
taken  to  be  a  Public  Acl,  and  fhall  be  ju- 
dicially taken  Notice  of  as  fuch  by  al! 
Judges,  Juflices,  and  others,  without  the 
fame  being  fpecially  p  eaded. 

H  4  2.  RULES, 
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RULES,  ORDERS,  and  REGULA- 
TIONS, to  be  obferved  and  en- 
forced at  every  Houfe  of  Cor- 
region  provided  and  eftablifhedj 
or  to  be  provided  and  eftablifh- 
ed,  under  the  Authority  of  the 
Ads  of  the  Seventh  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  Irs  late  Majefty  King 
James  the  Firft,  the  Seventeenth 
of  King  George  the  Second,  and 
the  of  King  George  the 

Third. 

I.rTPHAT  the  feveral  Perfons  who, 
JL  fhall  be  committed  to  the  Houfe 
of  Corre&ion  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour, 
fhall  be  employed,  unlels  prevented  by 
ill  Health,  every  Day  during  their  Con- 
finement, except  Sundays,  Chrifhnas 
Day,  and  Good  Friday,  for  fo  many 
Hours  as  the  Day-light  in  the  different 
Seafons  of  the  Year  will  admit,  being 
allowed  to  reft  Half  an  Hour  at  Break- 
faft,  an  Hour  at  Dinner,  and  Half  an 
Hour  at  Supper  ;  and  that  the  Intervals 
ihall  be  noticed  by  the  Ringing  of  a  Bell. 

2.  That 
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2.  That  the  Governor  of  each  Houfe 
of    Correction    ihall    adapt    the    various 
Employments,    which   fhall    be  directed 
by  the  Juftices  at  their  Quarter  Seffions, 
to  each  Peribn,  in  fuch  Manner  as  fhall 
be  beft  iuited  to  his  or  her  Strength  and 
Ability,   Regard  being  had  to  Age  and 
Sex. 

3.  That  the  Males  and  Females  fhall 
be  employed,  and  fhall  alfo  eat,  and  be 
lodged,  in  ieparate  Apartments,  and  fhall 
have  no  Intercourfe,  or  Communication 
with  each  other. 

4.  That  every  Perfon  fo  committed, 
fhall  be  iuftained  with   Bread,  and  any 
coarfe,  but  wholefome  Food,  and  Water 
or  Small  Beer. 

5.  Trnt  the  Governor,  and  fuch  other 
Perlbns  (if  any)  as  fhall  be  employed  by 
the  Juftices  to  affift  the  Governor;   fhall 
be  very  watchful  and   attentive,  in  feeing 
that  the  Perfons  fo  committed,  are  con- 
ftantly  employed,  during  the  Hours  of 
Work ;  and  if  any  Perfon  fhall  be  found 
remifs  or  negligent  in  performing  what 
is  required  to  be  done  by  fuch  Perfon,  to 
the  beft  of  his  or  her  Power  and  Ability, 
or  {hall  wafte,  fpoil,  or  damage  the  Goods 
committed  to  his  or  her  Care,  the  Go- 
vernor fhall  punifh  every  fuch  Perfon  in 
the  Manner  hereafter  directed. 

6. 


6.  Tliat  if  any  Perfon  fo  committed 
fhall  refufe  to  obey  the  Orders  given  by 
the  Governor,  or  fhall  be  guilty  of  pro- 
fane Curfmg  or  Swearing,  or  of  any  in- 
decent Behaviour  or  Expreffion,    or  of 
any  Affault,  Quarrel,  or  abufive  Words, 
to  or  with  any  other  Perfon,  he  or  me 
fhall  be  punifhed    for  the  fame   in  the 
Manner  hereafter  directed. 

7.  That  the  Governor,  by  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Vifiting  Juftice,    fhall  have 
Power  to  punifh   the  feveral  Offenders, 
for  the  Offences  herein  before  defcribed, 
by  clofer.  Confinement,   moderate  Whip- 
ping, or  Alteration  of  Diet ;  in  fuch  Man- 
ner as  to  him  fhall  feem  juft,  and  beft 
adapted  to  the  Nature  of  the  Offence  ; 
and  fhall  enter  in  a  Book,  to  be  kept  by 
him  for  the  Infpection  of  the  Juftices  at 
the   Quarter  Seffions,    and  the  Vifiting 
Juftice,  the  Name  of  every  Perfon  who 
fhall  be  fo  punifhed  by  him,  expreffing 
the   Offence,    and   the   Punifhment  in- 


BILL 

[INTENDED  TO  BE  PROPOSED] 

For  amending,  and  rendering  more 
effectual,  the  feveral  Laws  in 
being  relative  to  Rogues,  Va- 
gabonds, Beggars,  and  other  idle 
and  diforderly  Perfons. 

WHEREAS,  by  an  Aft  pafled  in 
the  Seventeenth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George 
the  Second,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend, 
"  and  make  more  effectual,  the  Laws 
"  relating  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and 
"  other  idle  and  diforderly  Perfons,  and 
"  to  Houfes  of  Correction,"  certain  Of- 
fences are  therein  defcribed,  and  many 
Provifions  are  made  for  apprehending  and 
punifhing  the  faid  Rogues,  Vagabonds, 
and  other  idle  and  diforderly  Perfons, 
and  common  Beggars,  which  have  not 
had  their  due  Effect,  as  but  few  of  fuch 

Perfons 


Perfons  are  apprehended,  and  many  of 
them  infeft  •  the  Streets  and  Highways  in 
divers  Parts  of  the  Kingdom ; 

And  whereas  many  idle  or  diforderly 
Perfons,  unlawfully  depart  from  the  Em- 
ployments and  Occupations  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  and,  by  committing 
Ads  of  Vagrancy,  become  Rogues  and 
Vagabonds,  within  the  Meaning  of  the 
faid  Act ;  and  many  Perfons,  who  have 
been  removed  by  Paries,  frequently  wan- 
der about  after  fuch  Removal,  and  re- 
turn to  the  Parifhes  or  Places  from  which 
they  were  fo  removed,  without  any  Or- 
der or  legal  Authority  for  fo  doing ;  and 
become  Rogues  and  Vagabonds ;  and 
many  notorious  Offenders  againft  the 
Laws  of  this  Country,  frequently  fly  from 
Juftice,  and  conceal  themfelves  in  divers 
Parts  of  this  Kingdom,  begging  or  ex- 
torting Money  from  the  People;  com- 
mitting Acts  of  Vagrancy,  and  becoming 
Rogues  and  Vagabonds  within  the  In- 
tent and  Conftruction  of  the  faid  Act  ; 
by  means  of  which  Practices  many  Acts 
of  Rapine,  and  Violence  are  committed, 
to  the  great  Terror  and  Annoyance  of 
his  Majefty's  Subjects,  and  the  Difturb- 
ance  of  the  public  Peace  : 

juftices  to          I.  For  Remedy  whereof,  and  in  order  to 
iffueWar-      enforce  an(l  render  the  faid  Act  more  ef- 

rants  to  the  . 

particular      jectual,  ana  to  diicover  and  bring  iuch 
Conftables.  2  Offenders 
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Offenders  to  Juftice,  Be  it  Enacted  by 
the  KING'S  Mod  Excellent  MAJESTY, 
by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  ai- 
fembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
fame  a,  That  it  mall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  within  their 
refpedtive  Limits  and  Jurifdidions,  on 
or  before  the  Twenty-ninth  Day  of  Sep- 
tember next  after  the  pairing  of  this  Act, 

a  By  the  i  yth  Geo.  II.  c.  5.  Se&.  6.  the  Juftices 
were  to  iffue  their  Warrants,  for  privy  Searches,  to 
the  Conftables  of  the  Hundred,  Parifhes,  &c.  within 
their^Divifions,  four  Times  in  every  Year ;  and  at  fuch 
other  Times,  as,  they  fhould  receive  Information  of 
Vagabonds  being  within  their  Jurifdiciion.  Thefe 
Warrants  have  generally  been  directed  to  the  Hi^h 

O  J  Q 

Conftables,  who  have  ifiued  their  Precepts  to  the 
inferior  Conftables,  which  weakens  the  Authority, 
and  very  little  has  been  done  under  them.  The 
Warrants  ifllied  at  other  Times,  have  feldom  had 
the  good  Effects  intended;  as  Magiftrates,  in  many 
Places,  live  at  a  great  Diftance,  and  may  happen  not 
to  be  at  Home  when  the  Complaint  comes  ;  by 
which  Means  the  Offenders  frequently  elcape  Pu- 
nifhment;  but,  by  placing  thefe  Warrants  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Conftable,  or  fpecial  Conftable,  of  the 
particular  Townfhip,  and  letting  them  remain  till 
the  next  Quarterly  Warrant  is  illued,  the  Offenders 
will  be  feized  as  foon  as  they  appear^  and  few  will 
efcape.  It  will  be  proper  for  the  Juftices  to  name 
fome  Perfon  or  Perfons  of  refpeclable  Character,  for 
thefe  fpecial  Conftables,  in  whole  Hands  the  War- 
rants may  be  fafely  lodged ;  if  the  Conftable  him- 
felf  happens  not  to  be  of  that  Defcription. 

and 


Apprehend- 
ing Rogues, 
Vagabonds, 
&c. 

Special  Con- 
ftables to  be 
added. 


To  Caufe 
Examina- 
tions afteft- 
ing  particu- 
lar Property 
to  be  printed, 
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and  at  Three  other  Times  within  that 
Year,  and  Once  in  every  fueceeding 
Quarter,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to 
iiFue  their  Warrants,  in  the  Form  or  to 
the  Effect  contained  in  the  Schedule 
hereunto  annexed,  to  the  particular  Con- 
ftables, or  other  Peace  Officers  of  every 
Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place  within  fuch 
Limits,  inftead  of  ifluing  them  to  the 
High  Conftables  only,  as  hath  been  the 
ufual  Practice  in  many  Places ;  and  continue 
them  in  their  Hands  from  Time  to  Time, 
for  the  difcovering  and  apprehending  of 
all  Rogues  and  Vagabonds,  and  Perfons 
defcribed  as  fuch,  by  this  and  the  faid  re- 
cited Act ;  and  the  faid  Juftices  (hall,  and 
are  hereby  required,  in  every  fuch  War- 
rant, to  add  fome  Perfon  or  Perfons  in 
whom  they  can  place  Confidence,  as  Spe- 
cial Conftables,  to  affift  the  common 
Peace  Officers,  in  the  Execution  thereof, 
and  mail  take  the  Examinations  of  the 
faid  feveral  Perfons  who  mail  be  appre- 
hended by  virtue  of  fuch  Warrants,  and 
fuch  Information  and  Evidence  as  fliall 
be  given  againft,  or  in  favour  of,  them, 
upon  Oath ;  and  proceed  in  fuch  Manner 
as  directed  by  the  faid  Act;  except  where 
the  fame  mall  be  varied  or  altered  by  this 
Act ;  and  the  Juftices  mail  caufe  fuch  of 
the  laid  Examinations,  and  Informations 
as  kTect  any  Perfon  or  Perfons ;  whom 
I  they 
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they  (hall  have  juft  Caufe  to  fufpect,  to 
have    run    away    from    their   Wives    or 
Children  b ;  or  to  have  deferted,  and  run 
away  from  his  Majefty's  Service,  either 
as  Soldiers  or  Mariners  ;   or  to  have  been 
guilty  of  any  Felony,  Robbery,  or  other 
atrocious  Crime,  to  be  printed,  and  tranf-  and  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  Firft  Poft  (free  of  the  Duty  ™itte.d  to 
of  Pottage),  together  with  the  beft  De- 
fcription  they  can  collect  and  give,  of  the 
Size,    Complexion,    and   Age  of  every 
fuch  Perfon  fo  -fufpected,  to  fuch  Public 
Offices  or  Places,  in  London,  Weftmin- 
fter,  and  other  Parts  of  this  Kingdom, 
as  mail  be  appointed,  and  directed  by  One 
of  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  the  Lord  High  Admiral  or  Com- 
mimoners  of  the  Admiralty,  or  the  Se- 
cretary at  War  for  the  Time  being,  and 
notified   by   them   to   the   Clerk    of  the 
Peace,  or  Town  Clerk  of  every  County, 
Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Town,  or  Place 
holding  Courts  of  Quarter  S.effiom  within 
this  Kingdom;  and  every  fuch  Clerk  of 
the  Peace  or  Town  Clerk  is  hereby  di- 
rected, after  he  ihall  have  received  fuch 
Notice,    forthwith   to  communicate   the 
in  me  in  Writing  to  every  Juftice  of  the 
Peace  acting  within  fuch  Limit. 

b  This  Proviiion  is  new,  and  will  probably  tend 
to  many  ufeful  Difroverics. 

II.  And 


Reward  of 
Ten  Shillings 
for  appre- 
hending, to 
be  divided 
between 
Juftices, 
Clerks,  and 
Conftables. 


Cages,  or 
Lock-up- 
Houfes,  to 
be  provided 
in  Market 
Towns,  and 
other  con- 
venient Pla- 
ces, 
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II.  And  be  it  further  Enaded,  That  the 
Reward    of    Ten   Shillings,    which    by 
the  faid  Ad  is  direded    to  be  paid    to 
the  Conftable  c  or  other  Perfon  for  ap- 
prehending every  Rogue  and  Vagabond 
thereby  defcribed,  fhall  be  paid  and  dif- 
tributed,    by  Order  of    the    Juftice    or 
Juftices    before   whom    fuch    Perfon   or 
Perfons  hereinbefore    defcribed  fhall    be 
taken,    in    the    Proportions   following ; 
(that  is  to  fay)  One  Moiety  thereof  to  the 
Clerk  or  Clerks  of  fuch  Juftices  j  for  their 
Trouble  and  Expences  in  taking,  printing, 
and  tranfmitting  fuch  Examinations,  and 
Informations,  in  Manner  hereinbefore  di- 
reded;   and    the    other    Moiety  thereof 
amongft  the  Conftables,  Special  Confta- 
bles, and  the  Perfons  who  lhall  be  em- 
ployed  to  affift  them,  upon  that   Occa~" 
lion,    in    fuch    Proportions  as   the    faid 
Juftice    or   Juftices  mall  dired. 

III.  And  be  it  further  Enaded,  Thaty 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  Execution  d  of 

this' 


c  If  this  Reward  fliould  be  thought  too  fmall,  it 
may  be  increafed  at  tire  County  Expence. 

d  This  is  alfo  a  new  Provifion  to  facilitate  the 
the  Execution  of  the  Law.  The  Expence  of  pro- 
viding and  maintaining  thofe  Houfes,  and  the  Per- 
fons lent  thither,  will,  it  is  apprehended,  be  paid 
out  of  the  53.  to  be  depofited  for  every  Beggar,  and 
the  Proportion  of  the  Penalties;  but,  if  it  fliould 
not,  the  Town  or  Parifb,  it  is  not  doubted,  will 

chcarfully 
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this  Act,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the   Juftices  of  the    Peace,  within  their 
refpective  Limits  and  Jurifdictions,    and 
they  are  hereby  required  to  provide,  or 
caufe  to  be  provided,  in    every  Market 
Town,  and  alfo  in  fuch  other  Towns  or 
Places  as  they  fhall  judge  proper;    within 
their  refpective  Jurifdictions,  where  no 
convenient  Place  for   that  Purpofe  fhall 
be    already    provided;    a  Building    well 
lecured  by  Locks  and  Bolts,  commonly 
called  or  known  by  the  Name  of  a  Cage 
or  Lock-up-houfe,  for  the  Reception  and  for  the  fafe 
fafe  Cuftody  of  the   Perfons   hereinafter  Cuft°dy  of 
defcribed,    and    other   Offenders;     until  ga°bonds, &c, 
they  can  be  conveyed  to    a    Magiftrate, 
in  order  to  be  examined,  and  lent  to  the 
Houfe  of  Correction;  if  they  fhall    be 
found    proper    Objects    to    be   punifhed 
there ;  or  otherwife  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the 
Law  directs ;  and  the  Expences  of  build- 
ing, providing,  renting,  or  hiring  every 
fuch  Houfe  or   Place,  for  fafe    Cuftody, 
fhall  be  paid   by  the  Conftable   of  fuch 
Town  or  Place  ;  who  fhall  be  reimburfed 
his   Expences  on  that  Occafion,  by  the 
Overfeer  of  the  Poor  of  fuch  Pariih  or 
Town,  out  of  the  Afleflment  to  be  made 


chearfully  bear  the  reft;  as  it  will  be  of  great  Ufe 
in  preferving  Peace  and  good  Order  within  the 
Place  ;  and  a  juft  Account  is  to  be  made  of  the 
Monev,  byCiaufe  VII. 

I  for 
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for  the  Relief,  and  Employment  of  the 
Poor  within  the  fame ;  and  the  Conftable 
of  every  fuch    Market  Town,  or  other 
Town,  or  Place,  fhall  have  the  Care  and 
Management  thereof,  and  of  the  Perfons 
who  fhall  be  committed  thither  as  afore- 
faid ;  and  fhall  take  out,  every  fuch  Per- 
fon  who  fhall  be  brought    thither,    and 
proceed   to  convey  him  or   her  before 
fome  neighbouring  Juftice  .of  the  Peace, 
having   Jurifdiction   where  the    Offence 
was     committed,    within     Twenty-four 
Hours,  after  he  or  fhe  fhall  have  been 
ib  fecured;    who,    after  examining  the 
Party  accufed,  and  hearing  the  Evidence, 
for  and  againft  him  or   her,  fhall  either 
acquit,  or  fend  every  fuch  Perfon  to  the 
Houfe  of  Correction ;   or  otherwife  dif- 
pofe  of  him  or  her,  as  to  fuch  Juftice  of 
the  Peace  fhall  feem  juft,  and  agreeable 
to  the  Directions  given  by  this  and  the 
faid  recited  Act ;  and  every  fuch  Corifta- 
ble  fhall  provide  neceffary  Food  and  Re- 
frefhment,  for  the  Perfons  fo  put  under 
his  Care,  during  the  Time  they  fhall  con- 
tinue  in  fuch  Houfe,  or  Place   for  fafe 
-  Cuftody,  or  be  fo  conveyed  as  aforefaid. 
Beggars  to         IV.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That 
by  Sta-     if  an7  Conftable  %  Headborough,  or  other 

Peace 


e  By  iyth  Geo.  II.  if  any  other  Perfon,  than  a 
Conftable  apprehended  a  Beggar,  he  was  to  take 

him 


Peace  Officer,  fhall  fee  any  poor  Perfon 
begging,  or  afliing  Alms  or  Charity,  from 
•Door  to  Door ;  or  in  any  Street  or  High- 
way, it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
every  fuch  Conftable,  Headborough,  or 
other  Peace  Officer,  and  he  is  hereby  re-  or  by  other 
quired,  to  apprehend  every  fuch  Perfon,  Pcrlons.  an<* 

,  V.  ,          f  vi  conveyed  to 

and  convey  him  or  her  immediately  to  the  Confta- 
fome  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  if  any  Juftice  b'c ; 
fhall  refide  near  the  Place  where  fuch  Per- 
fon fhall  be  apprehended ;  if  not,  to  the 
neareft  Houfe  or  Place  for  fafe  Cuftody 
which  fhall  be  appointed,  and  provided 
by  the  Juftices   of  the  Peace,    purfuant 
to  the  Directions  aforefaid  ;  where  every 
fuch  Perfon  fhall  be  received,   and  fhall 
remain  in  Cuftody,  till    he   or   fhe   can 
be  conveyed  to  fome  Juftice  of  the  Peace  who  is  to 
to  be  examined,  and  punifhed  as  herein  talce  him  ^ 
directed  ;  and  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons, 
not  being  a  Conftable  or  Peace  Officer, 
fhall  fee  any  fuch  Beggar  fo  offending ;  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  fuch  Perfon 
or  Perfons,  to  apprehend  fuch  Offender, 
and  convey  him  or  her  to  the  Conftable 
or  other  Peace  Officer,  of  the  Place  where 

him  before  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  which  occafioned 
much  Trouble,  and  deterred  many  from  interfering; 
but  by  the  Alteration  in  this  Bill,  they  are  either  to 
apprehend  them,  and  deliver  them  to  the  Conftable, 
or  to  inform  the  Conftable  of  them,  who  is  to  take 
them  before  a  Juftice  ;  and  if  he  negle&s  his  Ducy, 
he  is  to  forfeit  5!.  by  Claufe  VI. 

I  2  fuch 
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fuch  Beggar  mall  be  fo  found  and  appre- 
hended; or  fhall  inform  fuch  Conftable, 
or  other  Peace  Officer  thereof,  who  (hall 
forthwith  take  and  convey  him  or  her  to 
fome  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  to  fome 
Houfe  for  fafe  Cuftody,  as  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Cafe  mall  require,  accord- 
ing to  the  Directions  afore  fai  d  ;  which 
Juftice  of  the  Peace,  on  having  fuch 
Beggar  before  him,  fhall  enquire  into  the 
Circumftances  of  the  Cafe,  and  receive 
Information  upon  the  Oath  of  the  Perfon 
who  apprehended  fuch  Offender,  who  is 
hereby  required  to  attend  fuch  Juftice  ; 

and  if  the  Juftice   °f  PeaCC  mal1   fifld   the 

to  the  Houfe  Complaint  and  Information  to  be  true,  he 

of  Correc-      ftia\\  convict  fuch  Offender,  and  commit 

him  or  her  to  the  Houfe  of  Correction, 

there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour,  for  any 

Time  not  exceeding  Two  Months,  nor 

The  Confta-  lefs  than  One  Month  :  And  the  Conftable 

Piac°eftohheave  or  other  Peace  Officer  of  every  fuch  Mar- 
the  Care  of  ket  Town,  or  other  Town,  or  Place,. 
wnere  ^uch  Houfe  or  Building  for  fafe 
Cuftody  fhall  be  provided,  fhall,  and  is 
hereby  required  to  receive  e?ery  Perfon 
fo  to  be  brought  thither,  and  proceed  to 
convey  him  or  her,  within  the  Space  of 
Twenty-four  Hours,  to  fome  Juftice  of 
the  Peace,  having  Jurifdiclion  toaft  there- 
in, according  to  the  Direction  of  this  and 
Five  Shfl-  the  laid  recited  A£t  :  And  every  Con- 


lings  to  be     ftable.  Headboroucb,  or  other  Peace  Of- 

paid  wuh  r 

ncer, 
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iicer,    who  fhall   convey  any  Perfon  or  each  Perfon 
Perfons  to    fuch  Houfe  or  Place  for  iafc  put  «*«>  that 

i        „       n    i  *      i  Houle,  for 

Cuftody,  fhall  pay  to  the  Conitabie  nav-  defraying 
ing  the   Care  and  Management  thereof,  Expenco, 
the  Sum  of  Five  Shillings,  for  every  Per-  *Ct 
ion  ib  delivered  there,  on  Account  of  his 
or  her  Maintenance  therein,  and  of  the 
Expence  of  conveying  him  or  her  to  fuch 
Juftice;   and  afterwards  to  the  Houfe  of 
Correction,  if  he  or  {he  ihall  be  fent  thi- 
ther, and   the  Surplus   (if  any)    fhall  be 
applied  towards  defraying  the  Expences 
of  building,  repairing,  renting,  or  hiring 
fuch  Houfe  or  Place ;  and  the  Conftable 
of  the  Pariih  or  Place  where  the  fame 

.11  be  provided,  ihall  account  for  the 
Money  received,  and  the  Expences  fo 
paid,  to  the  Parifh  or  Place  whereof 
lie  is  Conftable,  Headborough,  or  other 
Peace  Officer,  and  verify  the  fame  upon 
Oath,  before  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  as 
hereafter  directed  ;  and  every  Conftable, 
or  other  Perfon,  apprehending  any  Beggar 
as  aforefaid,  ihall  for  every  Perfon  fo  ap- 
prehen'4ed,  receive  a  Reward  of  Five  Shil- 
lings, in  the  Manner  directed  by  the  laid 
recited  Act. 

V.  And  be  it  further  Enacted  f,  That  Notices  to 
in  order  to  render  thefe  Proviiions  more  be  fixed  up 

or  the  Names 

"  ~~ and  Places  of 

f  This  Proviiion  is  new,    and  it  is  thought  will  Abode  of 
contribute  greatly  to   the   Execution  of  the  A&j  every  Coa- 
not  only  by  dettrring,  butdeteding  Beggars,  when 
they  appear. 

I  3  effectual, 


• 
effectual,  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  within 

their  refpedive  Jurifdi&ions,  ihall  caufe 
to  be  fixed,  from  Time  to  Time,  at  every 
Toll  Gate  on  the  Turnpike  Roads,  and 
at  fuch  public  and  confpicuous  Places,  on 
public  Roads  and  Highways;  and  alfo  in. 
.fuch  Parts  of  all  Cities,  Towns,  and  Vil- 
lages, as  they  fhall  think  moft  proper, 
painted  on  a  Board,  in  plain  legible  Cha- 
racters, the  Name  and  Place  of  Abode  of 
the  Conftable,  Headborough,  or  other 
Peace  Officer  of  the  City,  Town,  Parifh, 
Townfhip,  or  Place,  where  fuch  Notice 
fhall  be  fixed ;  and  order  the  Expences  of 
providing  and  fixing  the  fame,  to  be  paid 
by  the  Treafurer  of  the  County,  Riding, 
Divifion,  City,  Town,  or  Place,  within 
which  fuch  Inscription  fhall .  be  put  up  ; 
who  ihall,  on  the  Production  of  fuch 
Order,  from  any  fuch  Juftice  of  the  Peace, 
immediately  pay  the  fame,  and  charge  it 
Penalty  for  in  his  Accounts  ;  and  if  any  Perfon  fhall 
pulling  down  H  jown  deface,  or  deftroy  any  Board, 

or  defacing     f  .     »  '  r        '          J        c 

the  Notices.  Qr  Inlcnption  to  be  fo  nxed  up  as  arore- 
faid;  or  fhall  be  advifmg,  aiding,  or 
amftlng  therein,  the  Perfon  fo  offending, 
fhall  for  every  fuch  Offence,  forfeit  a  Sum 
not  exceeding  Forty  Shillings,  nor  lefs 
than  Ten  Shillings,  at  the  Difcretion  of 
the  Juftice  of  the  Peace  before  whom 
fuch  Offender  fhall  be  convicted. 

Conftable,         VI.  And  be  it  further  Enaded,  That 

>  * 

e.ver7  Conftable,  Headborough,  or  other 

Peace 
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Peace  Officer,  mall,  for  every  Neglect  of  Duty.forfeit* 
Duty  in  the  feveral  Matters  hereby  re-  Five  Pounds- 
quired  to  be  done  by  him,  forfeit  a  Sum 
not  exceeding  Five  Pounds,  nor  lefs  than 
Forty  Shillings,  at  the  Difcretion  of  the 
Juftice  before  vrhom  he  {hall  be  con- 
victed of  fuch  Neglect ;  to  be  levied  by 
Diftrefs  and  Sale  of  his  Goods  and  Chat- 
tels, by  Warrant  from  a  Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  after  due  Summons,  and  Demand 
thereof  firft  made;  One  Half  of  which 
Forfeiture  fhall  be  paid  to  the  Informer  ; 
One  Fourth  Part  thereof  to  the  Conftable 
of  the  Parifh,  or  Place  where  the  Houfe  for 
fafe  Cuftody  fhall  be  provided,  neareft  to 
the  Parifh,  Townfhip,  or  Place  where  the 
Conftable  mail  refide,  who  mail  incur  fuch 
Forfeiture ;  to  be  applied  towards  the  Ex- 
pences  of  building,  repairing,  hiring,  or 
renting  fuch  Houfe,  and  defraying  the 
Expences  of  the  feveral  Perfons  lent  thi- 
ther ;  and  the  remaining  Fourth  Part 
thereof,  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  County, 
Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Town,  or  Place, 
wherein  the  Conftable  fo  offending  fhall 
refide;  to  be  applied  in  defraying  the 
leveral  Expences  required  to  be  paid  by 
him,  in  the  Execution  of  this  Act. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  Conftable  to 
the  Conftable  of  every  Parifh,  Townfhip,  account  for 
or  Place,  where  fuch  Houfe  for  fafe  Cuf-,      ' 
tody  fhall  be  provided,    fhall  annually, 
I  4  within 


Punifhment 
ofBeggars, 
for  a  fecond 
Offence. 


within  One  Month  after  the  Expiration 
of  his  Office,  lay  before  One  of  the  Juf- 
tices  of  the  Peace,  of  the  County,  Riding, 
or  Divifion,  wherein  fuch  Houfe  fhall  be 
fituate,  a  juft  and  fair  Account  in  Writ- 
ing, upon  Oath,  of  all  the  Money  re- 
ceived and  paid  by  him,  on  Account  of 
fuch  Houfe,  and  of  the  Perfons\vho  fhall 
be  apprehended  and  fent  thither  as  afore- 
faid ;  which  Juftice  mail,  if  he  approves 
thereof,  allow  the  faid  Account,  and  fig- 
nify  the  fame  under  his  Hand,  for  the 
Satisfaction  of  the  Inhabitant  of  the  Pa- 
rim  or  Place  where  fuch  Houfe  fhall  be 
fituate ;  arid  if  he  difapproves  thereof, 
mail  fignify  the  Caufes  of  fuch  Difappro- 
bation,  to  One  of  the  Churchwardens  or 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  fuch  Parim  or 
Place,  to  be  laid  before  the  Inhabitants, 
and  confidered  at  a  Veftry  Meeting. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted  %  That 
if  any  fuch  common  Beggar  fhall  commit 
a  Second  Offence  of  the  like  Sort,  after 
having  been  convicted  of  the  former  Of- 
fence in  Manner  aforefaid,  he  or  me  fhall, 
upon  Conviction  for  fuch  Second  Offence, 
be  committed  to  the  Houfe  of  Correction, 
there  to  be  whipped,  and  kept  to  hard 


g  Thefe  increafed  Punifhments,  for  a  fecond  and 
third  Offence,  and  the  Entries  to  be  made  of  the 
Convictfons,  are  m;w. 

Labour, 
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Labour,  for  any  Time  not  exceeding  Foui 
nths,  nor  lefs  than  Two  Months,  at 
the  Diicretion  of  the  Juftice  by  whom 
fuch  Conviction  fhall  be  made;  and  if  Ditto  for 
any  Male  Peribn,  who  hath  been  Twice  Jhlrd  o 
convicted  for  fuch  Offence,  mail  commit 
a  Third  Offence  of  the  like  Sort,  and  be 
thereof,  in  like  Manner,  convicted,  it  mall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  at  their  General  Quarter  Seflions, 
upon  due  Proof  of  the  laid  feveral  Con- 
victioRs?  to  order  and  adjudge  fuch  Per- 
ibn to  be  lent,  with  the  Approbation,  and 
under  the  Direction,  of  his  Majefty's  Se- 
cretary at  War  for  the  Time  being,  upon 
Application  made  for  that  Purpofe,  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  faid  Court  of  Quarter 
SefFion;  tofome  Garrifon,  Fort,  or  Place, 
there  to  be  employed  as  a  Soldier,  or  in 
any  other  Manner  in  which  he  can,  in 
the  Judgment  of  the  Governor  or  pre- 
liding  Officer  of  fuch  Garrifon,  Fort,  or 
Pb.ce,  be  moft  ferviceable,  during  his 
Majefty's  Pleafure  ;  or  in  Default  of  fuch 
Approbation;  within  One  Month  after 
ihit  Application  made,  to  be  tranfported 
to  any  Part  beyond  the  Seas,  for  the 
Tcun  of  Seven  Years,  puriuant  to  the 
Direction  of  the  Act,  made  in  the  Nine- 
teenfi  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent 
^aj<%>  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  further 
1  cortinuing,  for  a  limited  Time,  an 
6  "  Act, 
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"  Act,  made  in  the  Sixteenth  Year  of  the 
"  Reign  of  his  prelent  Maj'efty,  intituled, 
"  An  Ad:  to    authorife,    for   a   limited 
"  Time,  the  Punilhment,   by  hard  La- 
"  hour,  of  Offenders,    who  for  certain 
"  Crimes  are  or  mall  become  liable  to  be 
"  tranfported  to  any  of  his  Majefty's  Co- 
"  lonies  and  Plantations ;"    and  if  any 
Perfon  incapable  of  doing  Service  in  fuch 
Garrifon,  Fort,  or  Place,  be  convicted  of 
fuch  Third  Offence,   he  or  me  mail  be 
committed  to  the  Houfe  of  Correction, 
there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour,  for  any 
Time  not  exceeding  Twelve  Months,  nor 
lefs  than  Six  Months,  at  the  Difcretion 
of  fuch  Juftices  ;  and  every  Conviction 
to  be  made  againft  any  Perfon  for  begg- 
ing, mall  be  entered,  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
the  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  who  mall  convict 
every  fuch   Offender,  in  a  Book  to  be 
kept    for   that   Purpofe,    fpecifying   the 
Name,   and   a   Defcription   of  the  Size, 
Complexion,  and  Age  of  every  Perfon  fa 
convicted ;  and  mall  deliver  a  Copy  there- 
of to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  or  Tov>n 
Clerk,  within  every  fuch  Jurifdiction,  at 
the  Michaelmas  Quarter  Seflions  in  every 
Year;  for  which  he  mail  receive  fromthe 
Treasurer  of  that  Diftrict,  the  Sum  of  One 
Shilling,  for  every  Conviction  ;  whofhall 
be  allowed  the  fame  in  his  Accounts 

17,  And 
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IX.  And  be  it  further  Enacted  h,  That  Perfons'af- 
if  it  Oiall  appear  to  the  Juftice,  or  Jufticej J^|™Jfc- 
of  the  Peace,  before  whom  any  Perfon  ib/nefs  or  in- 
to be  apprehended  by  the  Juftices  War-  fi«nity,  how 

V       i  •         '  c        r  •  j  to  be  treated 

rant,  or  tor  begging,  as  ^aioreiaid,  upon  when  apprc. 
Examination  and  Infpection  of  fuch  Per-  headed, 
fon,  that  he  or  me  is  afflicted  with  any 
violent  Sicknefs  or  Infirmity;  it  fhall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  fuch  Juftice,  to  order 
the  Churchwarden,  or  Overfeer  of  the 
Poor  of  the  Parilh  or  Place,  where  fuch 
Perfon  was  found,  to  relieve  and  provide 
for  fuch  Perfon,  and  receive  the  Expences 
attending  the  fame ;  according  to  the  Di- 
rections of  an  Act  paffed  in  this  SelTion 
of  Parliament,  for  the  better  Relief  and 
Employment  of  the  Poor. 

X.  And  whereas,  by  the  faid  Act  of  The  Abates 
the  Seventeenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  about  Paffes 
late   Majefty !,    certain    Defcriptions    of c< 
Perfons    therein  mentioned,    are    termed 
Rogues  and  Vagabonds,  and  are  directed 

to  be  conveyed,  by  Paffes,  to  the  Places  of 
their  Settlement,  or  otherwife,  in  the 
Manner  therein  mentioned  ;  and  the  Sum 
of  Ten  Shillings  is  thereby  directed  to  be 

•  This  is  new  ;  and  the  Laws  would  be  very 
defective,  if  fuitable  Provifion  was  not  made  for 
thefe  diftrefied  Objeas.  It  will  be  found  in  the  ^th 
Claufe  of  the  Bill  referred  to. 

1  This  Claufe  ftates  the  Alteration  between  the 
old  and  new  intended  Law. 

allowed 
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allowed  to  every  Conflable,  or  other  Per-* 
fon  who  fhall  apprehend  fuch  Rogue  or 
Vagabond ;  and  all  Perfons  fo  appre- 
hended, are  by  the  laid  Act  to  be  publicly 
whipped,  or  fent  to  the  Houie  of  Cor- 
rection, and  afterwards  conveyed  by  Pafs, 
in  Manner  and  to  the  Places  aforelaid  ; 
which  Punifhmeht  of  Whipping,  extends 
to  all  Perfons  fo  apprehended,  without 
Diftineticn,  of  Age,  or  Sex,  Health,  or 
Sicknefs ;  and  has,  on  that  Account,  in- 
duced many  Magiftrates,  entirely  to  omit 
it ;  whereby  the  go,od  Provifions  of  the 
laid  Aft,  are  either  exercifed  with  too 
great  Severity,  or  too  much  relaxed  : 
And  whereas  Parim  Officers,  and  other 
Perfons,  in  order  to  obtain  the  faid  Re- 
ward of  Ten  Shillings,  and  to  iave  the 
Expences  of  removing  poor  Perfons  by 
Order,  frequently  perfuade  them  to  com- 
mit Acts  of  Vagrancy,  by  Begging;  and 
then  procure  them  to  be  removed  by 
Paffes,  at  the  Expence  of  the  feveral 
Counties,  through  which  they  are  to  be 
conveyed,  wtiich  greatly  increafes  the 
County  Hates,  and  is  a  manifeft  Fraud 
upon  the  Public ;  To  remedy  which 
Abufes  and  Inconveniencies,  and  to  ren- 
der the  faid  Act  more  effectual,  Be  it 
Enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  Twen-^ 
ty-ninthDay  of  September  next  after  the 
palling  of  this  Act,  no  Perfon  or  Perfons 

fhall 
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mall  be  conveyed  by  Pafs,  from  one  Place 
to  another  within  this  Kingdom,  but  iuch 
as  are  Rogues  and  Vagabonds,  within  the 
Defcription,  and  true  Meaning  of  the  faid 
recited  Acl,  and  of  this  Act ;  and  that 
no  Woman,  or  young  Peribn,  under  the 
Age  of  Seven  Years;  or  any  Peribn  af- 
flicted with  ievere  Sicknefs  or  Infirmity 
of  Body,  (hall  be  whipped  before  he  or 
me  fhall  be  conveyed  by  Pals  ;  and  every 
Parifli  Officer,  or  other  Perfon  who  fhall 
convey,  or  caufc  to  be  conveyed,  any 
Peribn  or  Perfons  by  Pafs;  contrary  to 
the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  of  this  Act> 
or  who  fhall  be  advifing,  aiding,  or  af- 
fiiVmg  therein;  or  who  fhall  uie  any 
IMeans  or  Endeavours  to  induce  any  poor 
Perfon,  or  Perfons  to  commit  an  Act  of 
Vagrancy,  and  become  a  Rogue  or  Va- 
gabond, under  the  Defcripticn  of  the  laid 
recited  Act,  or  of  this  Acl,  fhall,  for 
every  iuch  Offence,  forfeit  a  Sum,  not 
exceeding  Five  Pounds,  nor  lefs  than 
Forty  Shillings. 

XI.  And  whereas-  it  would  be  a  great  Teiumonial* 
Relief  to  the  Poor  %  and  contribute  much  !n'rod,ucefd> 

_.  '  in  (lead  of 

to  Peace  and  good  Order,    and  to   the  Certificates. 
Welfare  and  Profperity  of  this  Country, for  theCon- 

•     venience  of 
•  Labourers 

k  The  Provifions  in  this,  and  in  the   1 2th,  igth  vv-10  wa' 
and    14th  Claufes  are  new;     and   fully  explained 
ia  the  general  Obfervations  upon  the  biU. 

if 


if  Labourers,  and  other  poorPerfons,  who 
cannot  get  Employment  in  the  Parifhes 
or  Places  to  which  they  belong,  were 
permitted,  by  fome  proper  Authority,  to 
purfue  their  Occupations,  and  feek  Em- 
ployment in  other  Parifhes  and  Places ; 
under  proper  Regulations  and  Reftric- 
tions;  Be  it  therefore  further  Enacted, 
That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Minifter,  and  One  of  the  Churchwardens, 
or  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  any  Parifh 
orTownfhip,  to  which  fuch  Labourers  or 
other  poor  Perfons  belong  ;  and  they  are 
hereby  required,  to  give  a  Teftimonial, 
in  the  Form  prefcribed  in  the  Schedule 
hereunto  annexed,  or  to  that  Effect,  to 
any  fuch  Labourer,  or  poor  Perfon  ap- 
plying for  the  fame,  fpecifying  his  or  her 
Name,  Occupation,  and  Place  of  Abode, 
or  Settlement ;  which  Perfon,  obtaining 
fuch  Teftimonial,  fhall  be  permitted,  with- 
out Interruption,  to  travel  from  fuch 
Place  to  fuch  other  Place,  or  Places  as  fhall 
be  therein  defcribed ;  riot  exceeding  the 
Diftance,  to  be  defcribed  and  allowed  in 
fuch  Teftimonial,  from  the  Parifh  or  Place 
from  whence  fuch  Teftimonial  is  given, 
in  order  to  work  in  his  or  her  Bufmefs,  or 
Occupation  ;  and  alfo  to  return  from  the 
fame,  within  the  Time  to  be  fo  limited ; 
and  the  faid  Teftimonial  fhall  alfo  ex- 
prefs,  the  Time  he  or  fhe  fhall  be  permit- 

5  ted 
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ted  to  be  abfent  from  fuch  Place  of  Set- 
tlement, or  Abode;  not  exceeding  One 
Year  ;  and  if  any  Perfon  obtaining  a 
Teftimonial,  under  the  Authority  of  this 
Adi,  (hall  exceed  the  Bounds  ib  to  be  pre- 
fcribed,  or  ftav  bevond  the  Time  limited 

j 

in  fuch  Teftimonial  ;  or  if  any  Soldier 
travelling  with  a  Certificate   or  Furlow; 
or  any  Mariner,  or  Sea-faring  Man,  tra- 
velling with   a  Licence,  or  Teftimonial, 
defcribing  the  Place  from  which  he  came, 
and  to  which  he  is  going,  and  the  Route 
he  is  to  take,  and  the  Time  he  is  allowed 
for  his  Abfence ;  or  for  performing  his 
Journey,  mall  be  found  to  have  departed 
from  the  Courfe  directed,  or  to  have  been 
longer  upon  his  Journey  than  the  Time 
allowed  for  that  Purpofe;  every  fuch  Per- 
fon  refpedlively,  (hall  be  deemed  and  con-  Vagabond* if 
fidered  as  a  Rogue  and  Vagabond,  within  they  exceed 
the  Meaning  and  Intention   of  the  &id^  Bounds, 
recited  Adi,  and  of  this  Act ;  and  fhall  be  the  f  ime°ai- 
apprehended,    convicted,    and    punifhed  lowed, 
as  fuch,  in  the  Manner  directed  by  the 
laid  Adts. 

XII.  Provided  neverthelefs,  and  be  it 
further  Enadted,  That  the  Teftimonial  fo 
to  be  given  by  the  Minifter,  Church- 
wardens,  or  Overfeers  as  aforefaid,  mail 
only  be  confidered,  as  a  temporary  Ex- 
pedient, to  procure  Employment,  and  Sub- 
iiftence,  for  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  receiv- 
ing 
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ing  the  fame,  his  or  her  Family;  but 
fhall  in  no  Degree  affect  his,  her,  or  their 
Settlement. 

Teftimonials  XIII.  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further 
?erfon&&£a.H  Enacted,  That  when  any  fuch  Teftimo- 
be  confined  to  monial  ihall  be  given,  to  any  Perfon,  or 

fome  neigh-  perfons  exercifinp;  any  Trade,  or  Occu- 
bounng  Pa-  .  n-  i  -  r  ™ 

xifhes.  pation,  by  travelling  about,  from  Place  to 

Place,  for  the  Purpofe  of  carrying  on 
fuch  itinerant  Trade  or  Occupations ;  he 
and  they  mail  be  confined  by  fuqh  Tefti- 
monial,  to  the  Circle  of  fome  neighbour- 
ing Parifhes,  or  Places,  to  be  therein  de-. 
fcribed  ;  and  an  Entry  mall  be  made  of 
every  Teftimonial,  to  be  granted  by  virtue 
of  this  Act,  in  a  Book  to  be  kept  for  that 
Purpofe,  in  every  Parifh  or  Place  where 
the  fame  mall  be  granted ;  in  the  Form 
or  to  the  Effect  contained  in  the  faid 
Schedule  ;  and  there  mail  be  paid  to  the 
Churchwarden  or  Overfeer  figning  fuch 
Teftimonial,  the  Sum  of  Six  Pence,  for 
making  the  fame,  and  no  more  ;  and  in 
Default  of  making  fuch  Entry,  every 
fuch  Churchwarden,  or  Overfeer  mail  for- 
feit and  pay  the  Sum  of  Ten  Shillings. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That 
when  poor  Perfons  mall  come  from  Scot-" 
land,  or  Ireland  in  order  to  work  as  La- 
bourers, at  Harveft,  or  in  any  other  par-» 
ticular  Branch  of  Bufmefs,  they  fhall, 
and  are  hereby  required,  before  they  pro- 
ceed 
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ceed,  from  the  Firft  Parifh,  or  Pkce  at 
which  they  (hall  arrive  in  England,  take 
from  the  Minifter,  and  One  of  the 
Churchwardens  or  Overfeers  of  fiich  Pa- 
rifh  or  Place,  a  Teftimonial  of  the  like 
Import  as  herein  before  mentioned ;  and 
in  the  Form  or  to  the  Effecl:  mentioned 
in  the  faid  Schedule,  defcribing  their  Oc- 
cupations, and  Places  of  Settlement,  or  Re- 
fidence  in  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  as  the 
Cafe  fhall  be  ;  and  alfo  the  Places,  or  Parts 
of  the  Country,  in  which  they  defire  to 
travel,  for  the  Purpofe  of  purfuing  their 
faid  Occupations  ;  and  limiting  the  Time 
of  their  Return,  to  the  Country  from 
whence  they  came  ;  and  the  faid  Mini- 
fters,  Churchwardens,  and  Overfeers 
ihall,  and  are  hereby  required,  to  fign 
every  fuch  Teftimonial,  on  Application 
made  by  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  for  that 
Purpofe,  who  £hall  pay  fuch  Sum  for  the 
fame  as  herein  before  exprefled  ;  and 
every  Churchwarden,  and  Overfeer  fign- 
ing  the  fame,  fhall  make  an  Entry  thereof, 
in  Manner,  and  under  the  Penalty  herein 
before  mentioned  ;  and  every  fuch  Per- 
fon who  fhall  exceed  the  Bounds  of  the 
Places  ib  defcribed,  or  continue  beyond 
the  Time  limited  by  fuch  Teftimo- 
nial, fhall  be  apprehended,  and  pu- 
nifhed  for  the  faid  Offence,  as  a  Vaga- 
K  bond, 


r  i 
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bond,  according  to  the  Directions  of  this 
and  the  faid  recited  Act. 
If  juft  Caufe       XV.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That 

lLmj74e°  the  Juftice  or  Mices  of  the  Peace,  before 
for  the  Devi-  whom  any  fuch  Perfon  herein  before  de- 
ruicn  or  De-  fc^ed,  having  a  Tcftimonial,  mall  be 

lay,  he  may        .  n     n  •          •        •  T  r  i         i 

remove  by      taken,  inall  inquire  into  and  conlider  the 
Fafs  inftead    Circumftances,  and  Situation  of  every  fuch 
tingtheTof-  Perf011*   at   the  Time   fuch   Offence  was 
fender.          committed ;    and  if  he  fhall  find,  upon 
due  Proof  thereof  upon  Oath,    that  the 
fame  was  not  wilful   or  voluntary;    but 
that  he  or  me  was  in  fome  Degree  im- 
pelled by  Neceffity  to  fuch  Tranfgreffion, 
it  mall  and  may  be  lawful  for  fuch  Juftice 
or  Juftices,  inftead  of  inflicting  the  Pu- 
nifhment,  directed  by  the  faid  Acts,  to 
remove  fuch  Perfon  by  Pafs,  in  the  Man- 
ner thereby  directed,  to  the  Parifh,  Town- 
fhip,  or  Place  by  which  fuch  Teftimo- 
nial  was  given  ;   and  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  fhall,  and  are 
hereby  required,    to  receive   every  fuch 
Perfon,  as  an  Inhabitant  there  ;  under  the 
like  Circumftances  he  or  me  was,  at  the 
Time  of  giving  fuch  Teftimonial. 
ThePenalties      XVI.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That 
infiided  by    tne  feveral  Penalties,  Forfeitures,  and  Pu- 
«a£dM    nifhments,  inflicted  by  the   faid   recited 
the  like  Of-   Act,    againft   Perfons   for    hindering    or 

fences  under      iftrua.;  ^     £xecution     of     the    faid 

this  Aft,  and  .    .  -, 

toTeftimo-  Act,  or  receiving  any  Offender,  or 
nials.  counter- 


counterfeiting  or  altering  Certificates,  or 
for  becoming  incorrigible  Rogues,  fhall  be 
extended,  in  all  Refpects,  to  the  like  Of- 
fenders againft  the  Proviiions  of  this  Act ; 
and  alfo  to  all.  Perfons  counterfeiting, 
altering,  or  obliterating  any  Teftimonial 
hereby  authorifed  and  directed  to  be  gi- 
ven, as  well  as  Certificates  under  the  faid 
recited  Act,  and  fhall  be  recovered  and 
applied  in  the  Manner  directed  by  the 
faid  Act ;  and  that  if  any  Perfon  fhall 
knowingly  permit  or  fuffer  any  Rogue, 
Vagabond,  or  incorrigible  Rogue,  within 
the  Meaning  of  this  or  the  faid  recited 
Act,  to  lodge  or  take  Shelter,  or  be  fuf- 
tained,  in  his  or  her  Houfe,  Barn,  or 
other  Out-houfe  or  Building,  and  fhall 
not  apprehend  and  carry  him  or  her  be- 
fore ibme  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  give 
Notice  to  fome  Conftable  or  other  Peace 
Officer,  fo  to  do,  every  fuch  Perfon,  being 
thereof  convicted  in  the  Manner  direct- 
ed by  the  faid  recited  Act,  fhall  forfeit  a 
Sum  not  exceeding  Five  Pounds,  nor 
lefs  than  Fifty  Shillings  ;  and  in  cafe  the 
Perfon  fo  convicted  mall  keep  a  Public 
Houfe,  licenfed  for  felling  of  Wine,  Ale, 
or  other  Liquors,  he  or  fhe  fhall  for  every  • 
fuch  Offence  forfeit  his  or  her  Licence 
for  keeping  fuch  Houfe,  and  felling  fuch 
Liquors,  and  fhall  be  incapable  of  fol- 
lowing fuch  Bufmefs,  or  having  his  or 
~K  2  her 


her  Licence  renewed,  within  the  Year 

f  • 
next  eniumg. 


ves.  That   all  Penalties    and   Korfeitures,  in- 

flicted by  this  Act  ftiallj  in  Default  of 
Payment,  after  due  Summons  and  De- 
mand made,  be  levied  by  Diftrefs  and 
Sale  of  the  Offenders  Goods  and  Chattels; 
by  virtue  of  a  Warrant  under  the  Hand 
and  Seal  of  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace 
having  Jurifdiction  where  fuch  Offender 
{hall  dwell,  rendering  to  the  faid  Offender 
the  Overplus,  if  any,  after  the  Charges 
of  fuch  Diftrefs  and  Sale  mall  be  de- 
ducted ;  and  if  fufficient  Diftrefs  mall  not 
be  found,  then,  and  in  every  fuch  Cafe, 
it  mall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any 
fuch  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  to  commit  fuch 
Offender,  to  the  Common  Gaol  or  Houfe 
of  Correction,  there  to  remain  without 
Bail  or  Mainprize,  for*  any  Space  of  Time 
not  exceeding.  Two  Months,  nor  lefs 
than  One  Month  ;  and  that  every  fuch 
Penalty  and  Forfeiture,  when  recovered, 
mall  be  paid,  where  not  otherwife  di- 
rected by  this  Act,  in  Manner  following  ; 
(that  is  to  fay)  One  Moiety  to  the  In- 
former, and  the  other  Moiety  thereof  to 
the  Treafurer  of  the  County,  Divifion, 
or  Diftrict,  wherein  the  Per  ion  relided, 
who  incurred  fuch  Penalty  or  Forfeiture, 
to  be  employed  in  difcharging  feveral  Ex- 

pences 
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pences  to  be  paid  by  fuch  Treafurer,  un- 
der the  Authority  of  the  faid  recited  Act, 
and  of  this  Act. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  Appeal  given 
the  Authority'  aforefaid,  That   any  Per-  to  the  Quar- 
fons  aggrieved  by  any  Act  of  any  Juftice, ter   e 

or  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  out  of  Seflions, 
in  or  concerning  the  Execution  of  this 
Act,  may  appeal  to  the  next  General  or 
Quarter  Seflions  of  the  County,  Riding, 
Liberty,  or  Diviflon,  giving  reafonable 
Notice  thereof;  whofe  Order  thereupon 
fhall  be  final. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  A  public  Aft. 
this  Act,  and  every  Thing  herein  con- 
tained,   fhall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and 

taken  to  be  a  Public  Act,  and  fhall  be 
judicially  taken  Notice  of  as  fuch  by  all 
Judges,  Juftices,  and  other  Perfons  whom- 
ioever,  without  fpecially  pleading  the 
fame. 


K  *  FORMS 


FORMS  of  PROCEEDINGS 

referred  to  by  the  Bill. 


FORM    of   the    TESTIMONIAL    re- 
ferred to. 


E,  A.  B.  Minifter  of  the  Parilh 
of  in  the  County  of 

and  C.  D.  Churchwar- 
den, (or)  Overfeer  of  the  Poor  (as  the  Cafe 
fhall  be)  of  the  faid  Parifh,  (or)  of  the 
Townfhip  of  within  the  faid 

Parilh  (as  the  Cafe  fhall  be)  do  hereby 
teftify,  that  E.  F.  (fpecifying  his  Occupa- 
tion) hath  a  Settlement  (or)  an  Habita- 
tion and  Abode  (if  the  Settlement  is 
doubtful)  in  the  faid  Parilh  (or)  Town- 
ihip  (as  the  Cafe  fhall  be)  and  hath  a 
Dwelling-houfe  there,  (if  the  Fact  is  fo) 
and  hath  left  a  Wife  and  Children  there, 
&c.  (as  the  Cafe  fhall  be)  and  not  having 
fufficient  Employment  in  the  faid  Parilh 
(or)  Townfhip,  &c.  is  delircus  to  procure 
\York  in  his  faid  Occupation  at  or  near 
in  the  County  or  Counties 
of  and  (or  to  go 

from  Home,  to  feek  Work  within  the 

County 
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County  or  Counties  of  and 

not  being  above 

Miles  from  the  faid  Place  of  hi;  Abode, 
(or)    within   the  Parifhes  and   Places   of 
and  near  the  laid  Place 

qf    his    Abode    (as    the    Cafe    (hall    be) 
and    to  return    within  Months 

from  the  Date  hereof;  hath  entreated  us 
to  give  him  (or  her,  as  the  Cafe  {hall  be) 
our  Teftimonial  for  fo  doing;  and 
knowing  the  Truth  of  the  Premi, 
being  latisfied  of  the  good  Intentions  of 
the  laid  E.  F.  do  hereby  bear  WitneTs  to 
the  fame,  and  do  give  unto  the  faid  E.  F. 
Free  Liberty  and  Authority  to  travel, 
without  Interruption,  to  and  from  the 
Places,  within  the  Limits,  and  upon  the 
Occaiions,  aforefaid,  for  the  better  Ex- 
ercife  of  his  or  her  Occupation,  for  trie 
Space  of  Months  from  the  Date 

hereof,  according  to  the  Powers  given  to 
us,  by  an  Adi:  pafled  in  the  Year 

of  the  Reign  of  his  Majefty  King  George 
the  Third.     Given  under  our  Hands,  this 
Day  of  1 7 
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FORM  of  the  ENTRY  to  be  made 
of  every  Testimonial  to  be  given 
by  the  Minifler  and  Church  war- 
den, or  Overfeer  of  the  Poor,  of 
every  Parifh  and  Place,  purfuant 
to  the  Direction  of  the  laid  Act, 
to  be  entered  in  a  Book  to  be 
provided  for  that  Purpofe,  ac- 
cording to  the  Directions  of  the 
faid  Act. 

MEMORANDUM,  that  a  Teftimo- 
nial  was  given  this  Day  of 

17  hy  A.  B.  Minifter,  and  C.  D. 
Churchwarden  (or)  Overfeer  (as  the  Cafe 
fliall  be)  of  the  Parifli  (or)  Townfhip  (as 
the  Cafe  fhall  be)  of  in  the 

County  of  to  E.  F.  of 

in  the  faid  Pariih  (or)  Townfhip  of 
[fpecifying  his  or  her  Occupation]  per- 
mitting him   or  her  to  travel  into   the 
Counties  of  and  or 

•within  the  Parifhes  of  and  to 

follow  his  (or)  her  Bufmefs  or  Employ- 
ment of  and  to  return  in 
Months- 


FORM 
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FORM  of  the  WARRANT  to  fearch 
for  and  apprehend  Vagrants. 

County  of  1  To  the  Conftable  of 

j  in  the  faid  County, 

and  alfo  to  A.  B.  C.  D, 
and  E.  F.  (the  Perfons  to 
be  named  as  Special  Con- 
ftables.) 

WHEREAS  divers  evil-difpofed 
Perfons,  are  going  about  and  wan- 
dering abroad,  as  Gatherers  or  Collectors 
of  Money;  or  as  Beggars,  under  various 
falfe  Pretences,  without  legal  Authority; 
or  as  Fencers  or  Bear  Wards ;  or  as  Play- 
ers of  Interludes  or  Actors  of  Plays,  or 
Entertainments  on  the  Stage,  not  being 
authorifed  by  Law;  or  as  Minftrels  or 
Jugglers;  or  as  Gypfies;  or  as  Petty 
Chapmen  and  Pedlars,  not  being  duly  li- 
cenled;  or  to  play  or  bett  at  unlawful 
Games  or  Plays  ;  and  many  Perfons  are 
going  and  wandering  about,  having  left 
their  Wives  or  Children,  chargeable  to  the 
Parifhes  or  Places  to  which  they  be- 
longed ;  or  having  deferted  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Army,  or  Navy;  or  having  returned 
from  the  Places  to  which  they  were  re- 
moved by  Pafles,  without  any  legal  Au- 
7  thority ; 


thority ;  or  having  fled  from  Juftice  for" 
Crimes  which  they  have  committed ;  and 
the  faid  feveral  Perfons  before  defcribed$ 
frequently  lodge  in  Alehoufes,  Barns, 
Out-houfes,  or  in  the  open  Air;  not  giving 
a  good  Account  of  themfelves ;  and  many 
of  them  heg,  or  extort  Money  from  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Places  through  which 
they  travel,  to  the  great  Terror  and  An- 
noyance of  his  Majefty 's  Subjects,  and 
the  Difturbance  of  the  public  Peace;  which 
faid  feveral  Perfons  herein  before  defcrib- 
ed,  by  the  various  Means  and  Practices 
aforeiaid,  become  Rogues  and  Vagabonds 
within  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  of  the 
Acts  pafled  in  the  Seventeenth  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King 
George  the  Second,  and  in  the 
Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty  ;  and  it  being 
apprehended  that  fome  of  the  Perfons 
herein  before  defcribed,  have  already  in- 
truded, or  may  intrude,  within  your 
Conftablewick,  to  fhelter  themfelves,  and 
carry  on  their  iniquitous  Practices,  We 
(or)  I  (one  of)  his 

Maj  efty's  Juftices  of  the  Peace  acting  for 
the  faid  County,  Riding,  &c.  (as  the 
Cafe  mail  be)  do  therefore  in  his  Majefty's 
Name,  purfuant  to  the  Powers  given  to 
me  (or)  us  (as  the  Cafe  fhall  be)  by  the 
faid  feveral  A£ts.  command  you  and  each 

of 


of  you,  either  in  the  Day  or  Night,  as 
you  fhall  judge  moft  proper,  \vithin 
Days  after  you  fhall  receive  this  Warrant, 
and  at  liich  other  Times  as  you  fhall  fee 
Occafion,  to  fearch  for,  and  a  .rehend 
every  Peribn  whom  you  fhall,  upon 
fuch  Search,  find,  within  your  Conftable- 
wick,  to  be  a  Rogue  or  Vagabond,  under 
any  of  the  Defcriptions  aforefaid ;  and 
bring  him  or  her  before  me,  (or)  us  (or) 
one  of  us  (as  the  Cafe  fhall  be),  or  fome 
other  Juftice  of  the  Peace  having  Jurif- 
diction  therein,  to  be  examined  and  pro- 
ceeded againft,  in  the  Manner  directed  by 
the  faid  Acts ;  and  you  are  hereby  au- 
thorifed,  in  cafe  any  forcible  Oppofition 
fhall  be  made  to  you,  in  the  Execution  of 
this  Warrant,  to  call  to  your  Aid  any 
other  Perfon  or  Perfons,  whom  you  fhall 
think  proper,  to  affift  you  in  the  Execu- 
tion thereof.  Herein  fail  not.  Given 
under  my  (or)  our  Hand  and  Seal,  (or) 
Hands  and  Seals  (as  the  Cafe  fhall  be), 
this  Day  of 


THE     END. 
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